Messy Church – 20th December 2025
Christmas


1. The story of Christmas – Luke chapter 1, chapter 2 verses 1 to 21, Matthew chapter 1, verses 18 to 25, and chapter 2
a. Story wheels
b. Finger puppets
c. Christmas stampers
2. Wise men in baubles: Matthew chapter 2, verses 1 to 23 
3. Camels: Matthew chapter 2, verses 1 to 23 – in the Celebration
4. Stars with glitter: Matthew chapter 2, verses 1 to 12 – in the Celebration
5. Star biscuits: Matthew chapter 2, verses 1 to 12 


Stories and Activities
These first two activities cover the whole story, as told in Luke chapter 1, chapter 2 verses 1 to 21, and Matthew chapter 1, verses 18 to 25, and chapter 2
The passage from the Gospel of Luke covers what he considered to be the very beginning of the story of Jesus’ life.  It starts with the announcement to a man called Zachariah of the birth of his son, who was to be called John.  This was surprising to him, because he and his wife were past the child-bearing stage of life, and they had had no children.  We discover later in the story that Elizabeth, Zachariah’s wife, was the cousin of Mary, who would be the mother of Jesus.  Jesus would be born a few months after his cousin John.  Luke tells the story very fully, from Zachariah’s disbelief and subsequent inability to speak, right through the visit of an angel to Mary, a girl living in Nazareth in Galilee, the northern part of Israel.  She is engaged to be married to a man called Joseph, but they are not yet married – although the promise was much more serious than we often treat engagements these days.  The angel tells her that she is going to have a baby, and she responds by saying that she is not married, so she can’t have a baby.  The angel says that the baby will be God’s child, and so God’s power will make her pregnant.  Mary may still be dubious, but she says that if that is what God wants her to do, she will, and the angel goes away.  You can read about Mary’s visit to Elizabeth and the birth and naming of John, and how he grows up if you read the rest of the first chapter of Luke.
We then move to Matthew’s Gospel.  Matthew starts with listing all Jesus’ ancestors, but for the real story today we start at verse 18 of chapter 1, where Matthew tells us about the reaction of Joseph to the discovery that Mary was pregnant.  When he decides to marry her, the story breaks off for a few months.
Back to Luke: At the beginning of chapter 2, Luke explains why Jesus was born in Bethlehem (which is where the prophets had said he was to be born), when his parents lived in Nazareth – there was a census carried out by the Roman authorities.  He explains why Jesus was born in a stable, and tells the story of the angels and the shepherds, and how the shepherds found Jesus.  That takes us to verse 21 – the rest of the chapter explains what took place over the next six weeks, and says that Joseph, Mary and Jesus then returned to Nazareth.  It is possible that really, they went back to Bethlehem – the journey to Nazareth might have been too much with a new-born baby.
Matthew picks up the story in his 2nd chapter.  Here he tells of the arrival of wise men in Jerusalem, looking for a new-born king.  They explain that they saw a new star in the East, where they lived and studied the stars, and that they have come to worship him, following the star.  King Herod and the whole city were worried.  Herod, because he wanted no-one to threaten his claim to the throne – in fact, he had already had one wife and at least one son murdered because he believed they wanted to “steal” his throne; and the city, because when Herod was upset, there was trouble – soldiers going around looking for threats, and hurting or killing people, to satisfy Herod’s fears.
So Herod asks his advisors where the promised Messiah was supposed to be born, and he asks the wise men how long they had been travelling.  His advisors tell him that the child was to be born in Bethlehem, and the wise men say they have been coming to find the new-born king for about two years!  Herod gives them the information about Bethlehem, and asks them to return when they have found the child, so that he will know where to go to worship the Messiah himself.  The wise men leave, and find the star leads them to Bethlehem, and the house, where they find the child and his mother.  They give him really valuable gifts – gold, frankincense and myrrh – all of which have meanings in Jesus’ life.
Then they leave, but overnight, in their sleep, they are warned not to go back to Herod, because he means harm to Jesus.  In his sleep, Joseph, Jesus’ father, is also warned, and takes Mary and Jesus to Egypt.
1.a. Story wheels
These are two circles which are held together with paper fasteners, so that the top one rotates to show more pictures underneath – the wheels are with the booklet.
You will need: two printed circles of card or paper (scanned images are available with this booklet*), one with a section cut out, pencils, felt tips or crayons to colour in the pictures, and a paper fastener.
* if you are using the scanned images, cut out the circles, and the yellow quadrant from one circle.  There are three circles, as my scanner was not quite wide enough for the full circle.  You can see where the overlap comes.  Cut out or punch through the centre hole in both circles to fit the paper fastener in.
Colour in the pictures on each circle, and then pin them together with the paper fastener, with the circle with the cut out on the top.  These circles tell the story, from the angel telling Mary that she would have a son, through to the visit of the wise men.
1.b. Finger puppets
You will need: finger puppet templates (on the website or sent with the email), paints, pencils, felt tips or crayons to colour in the pictures, scissors
Colour and cut out the puppets, (cut out the little holes towards the bottom of each figure very carefully), and tell the story.  You will have to change figures for the various scenes.  If you want to have more than one wise man, print the second page enough times – this will give you more than one shepherd, and more than one angel as well!
1.c. Christmas stampers
You will need: a piece of paper, and the Christmas stamps
Make a picture of the Christmas story using the Christmas stampers.  You could use extra things, like stars, if you have them.
Talk about: remembering the Christmas story, that Christmas is just the beginning of Jesus’ life, and not the end of the story – and telling it to ourselves and others.

The rest of our activities today focus on the Wise Men – or, as they are sometimes called, the three Kings.  We talk of them as being three men, because there a three gifts mentioned, but we don’t know how many there really were.  Many people at this time in history believed that what was going to happen could be read in the stars, and this is the job that these men had.  They travelled by night, because then they could follow the star they had seen, and they went to Jerusalem, to the King’s palace, because they believed (not illogically) that the new King would be related to the old one.
2.	Wise men in baubles: Matthew chapter 2, verses 1 to 23 
You will need: a Christmas tree bauble, a picture of the wise men, small enough to go in the bauble (supplied), felt tip pens to colour the picture in; a little shredded green or yellow paper to make the ground; glue, scissors, 
Colour the inside of one half (the back half) of the bauble black or navy blue, and leave it to dry.  Cut out and colour the wise men, making sure you cut out a tab at the bottom – this will be used to fix the picture in the bauble.  Glue the tab to the bottom of the front half of the bauble, using the shredded paper to hide the tab.  Clip the two halves of the bauble together, and fix a thread to the loop, so you can hang it on your Christmas tree.
Talk about: what it might have been like to travel at night, following a star in the sky – would you try to stay on a road, correcting your direction at each junction, or would you go straight across country?

3.	Paper plate Camels: in the Celebration
Again, the camels are not mentioned in the bible!  Traditional pictures of the wise men show camels, when they show the wise men travelling, but for all we know, they walked!  It certainly took them some time – the time frame they give Herod leads him to suppose that Jesus could be up to two years old.  Also, Matthew’s story calls Jesus a child, not a baby, and says that they went into a house, rather than into a stable.  If Mary and Joseph had stayed in Bethlehem, rather than leaving with everyone else, after the census, they might have moved into a house in the town, until they felt that they could manage the journey with a small child. 
This will not be a mask – a camel’s eyes are too far apart to make a mask we could see through.
You will need: a paper plate, a picture of a camel to look at, scissors, crayons
Talk about: travelling – how do you go away?  By plane, or boat, or car?  Do you camp in a tent, or stay in a caravan or cottage?  Hotel?  Have you ever gone away without knowing where you would stay?

4. 	Stars with glitter: Matthew chapter 2, verses 1 to 12 – in the Celebration
We are going to make a three dimensional star.
You will need: a piece of card, a print out of the template, glue, scissors, , colouring pencils or pens if you want to colour in, glitter if you want to use it, needle and thread.  We will use glitter glue – very carefully, and thinly, because it takes a long time to dry otherwise!
Cut out two copies of the template, and stick it to the card.  Cut out the card shapes, and cut from the edge to the centre on each one.  Colour or stick glitter to both stars.  When the stars are completely dry, slot the two pieces together (see the picture).  Use the needle and thread to put a hole in the star, and make a loop in the thread to hang it up.
Talk about: finding your way somewhere you have never been before.  The wise men followed the star, some people use maps, and some use the sat-nav in their car.  How does your family find the way?

5.	Star biscuits
You will need: either bought star shaped biscuits (or you could ice stars on bought biscuits which are not star shaped!) or make biscuits yourself.  If you make them yourself, you can choose your own recipe – there is one suggestion in the pack.  You will then need the ingredients and tools – follow the recipe.  If you are using ready-made biscuits, decorate them: you will need squirty icing.
Talk about: using things we can see to remember what happened when Jesus was born.

Celebration

We’ll sing Come and join the Celebration https://youtu.be/pMqG5M76tFE?si=WuREcUMP2_nkNEps 
Where does the story of Christmas really start? Does it start with an angel appearing to Mary? Should we start earlier, with Zechariah (John the Baptist’s dad) in the Temple? Or how about even earlier, when Isaiah wrote his prophesies? What about King David’s Psalms? The thing is, if you think that your mum and dad spend a long time preparing for Christmas, God prepared for longer, for hundreds of years longer. Because God knew that things would go wrong with the world, and God prepared for putting things right, at least where people were willing to listen. If you go to a service of 9 lessons and carols you will hear some of the Old Testament readings that tell you the full story.
Angels were busy with Christmas. An angel appeared to Mary and said she would have a son, who would be God’s son. Mary was astounded. When she told her fiancée Joseph, he was upset, as the baby wasn’t his. But an angel appeared to him in a dream, and explained things. Before Mary had the baby she went to stay with Elizabeth, John’s mum, as they were related. Elizabeth recognised that Mary’s baby was God’s son.
Now you may know that Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem, because Ceasar Augustus wanted to count everyone and they went to their home town. Bethlehem is a small town, but it is where King David was born, and a lot of people traced their ancestry to King David, so a lot of people went there to be counted. Imagine what it was like when Mary and Joseph arrived! The town was full of people, and there was no space, nowhere for them to stay. Mary realised that Baby Jesus was going to arrive very soon. They must have been frantic. Eventually someone offered a stable – that wasn’t as odd as it seems to us, a lot of poor families would have shared space with animals they owned, the way we do with a dog or cat. When Jesus was born, Mary used a manger, which was a rack filled with hay or straw for the animals to eat, as a crib for her baby.
Christmas as we usually think about it finishes with the Wise Men, at Epiphany. They where people who tried to understand the universe. When they saw a new star, they wanted to understand it.
Let’s make a 3D star. It can be decorated with glitter glue, but only use a little as it takes days to dry if you use too much.
The Wise Men saw a star, a new star, and they realised it meant that a new king had been born. So they followed the star, possibly for two whole years, till they arrived in Judea. First they went to Herod’s palace, but the baby wasn’t there. Herod didn’t like the idea of a new king, so having asked his advisers about it, he sent the Wise Men on to Bethlehem. He asked them to come back and tell him where the new king was, intending to kill him. In Bethlehem they found the baby Jesus. They gave him gifts, odd gifts, of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh. That night they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, so they left by a different way.
We’ll sing Riding out across the desert https://youtu.be/Mfhh-cBfS70?si=elyNQGQ973gXY5OI 
So, what is Christmas really about? It’s about God letting us know that he loves us. It’s the start of Jesus’ life on earth where he came to say that, even though we get things wrong, God still loves us and forgives us if we’re sorry. So, of course we have a big party, because it’s really good news. And we like to celebrate a birthday, especially Jesus’.
Let’s pray.
Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus. Thank you for the fun of Christmas, but help us to remember the serious bit as well. And thank you for loving us.
Amen
We’ll close with singing “See him lying on a bed of straw”. https://youtu.be/uKKTZgtf58Q?si=XnzCtE10L8xZBGxU 
Next Messy Church is 17th January 2026. See you then.
We’re going to have tea, you can as well, or have a treat if it isn’t tea time!
If you send me pictures of anything you do, I will share them on the Church Facebook page (if you want to send pictures that you don’t want shared, just tell me. I’ll only share the one’s you’re happy to share.)
Harlington Messy Church Team
We’ll have a Zoom meeting open for those who can’t come to the church. Our end of Zoom will go on YouTube during the celebration, but we won’t put pictures from your end on. Contact me if you want the link for Zoom. Look out for the broadcast on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw/videos
