Messy Church – 21st March 2026
Late Lent and Easter

The activities are: 

1. The triumphal entry – Jesus and donkey spinner – Mark, chapter 11, verses 1 to 11, also in Matthew, chapter 21, verses 1 to 11, Luke, chapter 19, verses 28 to 40, and John, chapter 12, verses 12 to 19
2. In the temple – Widow’s mite – coin rubbing – Mark, chapter 12, verses 41 to 44, also in Luke, chapter 21, verses 1 to 4
3. On trial – Clay hands – rolled out and cut round – Matthew, chapter 26, verses 57 to 75, chapter 27, verses 1 and 2, 11 to 26; also Mark, chapter 14, verses 53 to 72, chapter 15, verses 1 to 15; Luke, chapter 22, verses 54 to 71, chapter 23, verses 1 to 25; John, chapter 18, verses12 to 38, chapter 19, verses 1 to 16
4. Crucifixion – Luke, chapter 23, verses 26 to 56, also Matthew, chapter 27, verses 32 to 61, Mark, chapter 15, verses 20 to 47; ; John, chapter 19, verses 16 to 42
a. Microwaveable cakes – with spices, iced cross
b. Torn paper crosses – in the Celebration
c. Scratch art crosses
5. Resurrection – John chapter 20, also Matthew chapter 27, verse 62 to chapter 28, verse 20, Mark chapter 16, and Luke chapter 24.
a. Happy face/sad face paper plates – in the Celebration
b. Resurrection diorama
The bible references in bold are the ones we have chosen to use.  Sometimes the stories in each section are slightly different from each other.


Stories and Activities
Lent is the 40 days (excluding Sundays) between Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  The last day before Lent starts is Shrove Tuesday.
1.	Triumphal entry into Jerusalem - Jesus and donkey spinner
Mark, chapter 11, verses 1 to 11 (also in Matthew, chapter 21, verses 1 to 11, Luke, chapter 19, verses 28 to 40, and John, chapter 12, verses 12 to 19)
Jesus and his friends were walking to Jerusalem.  As they got close enough to see it, and know that they would be there that day, Jesus sent two of his friends to the nearest village.  He told them that they would find a young donkey tied by a doorway.  They should untie the donkey, and bring it to Jesus.  If anyone asked them why they were taking the donkey, they should say “The Master needs it, and will send it back.”
So the friends did as Jesus asked, and brought the donkey to him.  Because they had no saddle for the donkey, some of Jesus’ friends put their cloaks on the donkey, and others put their cloaks on the road.  When other people who were going to Jerusalem saw this little procession, they put their cloaks on the road, or cut palm branches from the trees nearby and put those on the road.  Soon the procession was getting quite big, and people started to shout “Hosanna” (which means “Praise God”), and “God bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”  
[image: ]You will need: a print-out of the picture below – there is a larger version sent with this booklet - colouring pencils or crayons, scissors, a little glue, and, depending on the size of your print-out, a cocktail stick or a pencil, or a short garden cane.
Colour in the picture, and cut out the rectangle on the heavy lines (don’t cut down the dotted line!).  Fold the picture down the dotted line and glue it around the pencil (in the middle of the picture) or cocktail stick.  If you spin the cocktail stick fast between your hands, it looks as if Jesus is sitting on the donkey!
Talk about: the things that attract attention – a carnival procession, or other people watching something, so that more and more people come to look.  Why do some people join in, and others just watch?

2.	In the temple – Widow’s mite – coin rubbing - Mark, chapter 12, verses 41 to 44, (also in Luke, chapter 21, verses 1 to 4)
This is one of the scenes that Jesus and his friends saw when they were in the Temple in Jerusalem.  It is only written about in the gospels of Mark and Luke.
Jesus was sitting near the Temple treasury, talking to his friends, and possibly others as well.  He noticed the people dropping their money into the collecting box – like people do today in churches when they visit.  People who were obviously rich were putting in lots of money.  Then there was someone who was just as obviously not rich.  She only put in a couple of coins, there wasn’t much noise when they hit the rest of the contents, so not big coins.  The fact that Jesus noticed the rich people probably meant that their coins were loud!  Jesus pointed out the poor woman, who both Mark and Luke say was a widow – her husband had died – to his friends. He said that she had put in more money than the rich people – because she had put in everything she had, while they had put in what they had to spare, keeping the rest for themselves.
You will need: greaseproof paper, small coins, wax crayons, a little blu tack – and a hard surface that will not be damaged by the blu tack.
Fix a coin to your hard surface with a small piece of blu tack, put a piece of greaseproof paper over it, and scribble LIGHTLY over the coin with a wax crayon.  Make sure you hold the paper steady, or the image will not come out.  Turn the coin over and stick it down again, and repeat, so you have both sides of the coin – repeat with as many coins as you like!
Talk about: the value of money – is it absolute – a pound is a pound is a pound – or is it relative – if you have a hundred pounds, is one very important, or if you only have two pounds, is one worth more to you?

3.	On trial – Clay hands – rolled out and cut round – Matthew, chapter 26, verses 57 to 75, chapter 27, verses 1 and 2, 11 to 26; (also Mark, chapter 14, verses 53 to 72, chapter 15, verses 1 to 15; Luke, chapter 22, verses 54 to 71, chapter 23, verses 1 to 25; John, chapter 18, verses12 to 38, chapter 19, verses 1 to 16)
Jesus was arrested in the garden of Gethsemane, by a group of soldiers, led by Judas Iscariot, and the disciples ran away.  Peter then followed wherever they went.
The soldiers took Jesus to the High Priest’s house, where the High Priest and other members of the Temple Council questioned him.  Peter crept into the courtyard, and sat with some servants around the fire there.  He hoped to be able to see Jesus, but he couldn’t really hear what was going on.  Some of the servants thought he had been with Jesus in the city earlier in the week, and asked him about it, but Peter was frightened, and denied knowing Jesus, three times.  At this point, Jesus looked at Peter, and Peter remembered that Jesus had said he would deny him, and Peter had been sure he wouldn’t.  Peter left the courtyard and went away.
Jesus was then taken to the Roman governor of Jerusalem, who was called Pontius Pilate.  The Jewish leaders wanted to kill Jesus, because he had said that God was his father, but they couldn’t, under Roman law, so they had to persuade the governor to do it.  Pilate didn’t want to order Jesus to be killed, but the Jewish leaders threatened and blackmailed him into it.  Pilate gave in, but ordered his own servants to bring him soap and water, and washed his hands publicly, telling the Jews that he was innocent of wanting Jesus dead.
You will need: clay, a bowl of water to keep your hands damp, something to roll out the clay thinly, and something you can use to cut the clay – it doesn’t need to be a sharp knife! paper towel to leave the clay on to dry.  If you want to paint the hand, leave the clay until it is dry – this may take over a day!
Roll out the clay carefully until it is big enough to put your hand on (not too thin, or it will crack when you try to move it) – unless you have a lot of clay, don’t ask your dad to do his hand!  Put your hand (not the one you use a pen with) on the clay, and “cut” round it, so you have a clay hand.  Put it on a piece of paper towel and leave it somewhere on a waterproof surface to dry.
Talk about: what do you do when someone wants you to do something that you know is wrong?

4.	Crucifixion – Luke, chapter 23, verses 26 to 56, (also Matthew, chapter 27, verses 32 to 61, Mark, chapter 15, verses 20 to 47; John, chapter 19, verses 16 to 42)
Criminals who were condemned to die by crucifixion were supposed to carry the cross piece of their cross to the place of execution, so that everyone they passed would know that they were criminals, but the soldiers had beaten Jesus so much that he could not carry the heavy piece of wood.  So the soldiers grabbed a man from the crowd in the street, and made him carry it behind Jesus.  A lot of Jesus’ friends followed him through the streets, men and women.  Jesus told them not to cry.  There were two other men being crucified with Jesus, so it was probably a long procession through Jerusalem.  When they got to the execution site, which was called “The Place of the Skull”, the three were put on their crosses, in a row with Jesus in the middle.  Jesus asked God to forgive the soldiers who nailed him to the cross, and he had a conversation with the two criminals.  One of them demanded that Jesus prove he was the son of God, by freeing them all.  The other one said that the first one should have more respect, because they were criminals, and Jesus was not.  He then asked Jesus to remember him, when he was King, and Jesus said that he too would be in paradise.
a. Microwaveable cakes – with spices, iced cross
You will need: the recipe sent with this booklet, the ingredients and the tools as listed.
Follow the instructions to cook the cakes.  When they are cool, ice a cross onto the top of each one.
b. Torn paper crosses – in the Celebration
You will need: a piece of scrap paper (or if you want to make a big cross, use a sheet of newspaper), and a pair of scissors – this can be torn, but Clive says it’s easier to cut!
Put your piece of paper flat on your work surface with the short end at the top.  Fold one top corner over to the opposite side, to make a point at the top of the sheet, and then fold that point over to the other side, to make a roof shape.  Press the creases in firmly.  From half way down the roof shape, on each side, tear or cut the paper right down to the bottom of the page.  Throw away the torn off pieces.  Unfold the remaining shape – and you will have a cross.
c. Scratch art crosses
You will need: a scratch card cross and a scraper (these can be got from Baker Ross, and possibly also in craft shops such as The Range or The Works)
Use the scraper to scratch patterns on the cross – or scratch off all the black paint to show a brightly coloured cross underneath
Talk about: sometimes we do something wrong, and someone else protects us from the consequences.  Has this happened to you, have you ever helped anyone else by doing this?

5.	Resurrection – John chapter 20, (and also Matthew chapter 27, verse 62 to chapter 28, verse 20, Mark chapter 16, and Luke chapter 24)
On the Sunday after Good Friday, (after the Sabbath, which is Saturday), early in the morning, three of the ladies who were among Jesus’s friends went to the grave to prepare his body for final burial – remember that on Friday evening, they could only make rough preparations, because they had so little time.  On Sunday morning they took with them everything they would need – more linen cloth, the herbs and lotion they would use to clean the body and wrap it up.  They wondered who would roll the stone away from the grave for them, but as they went, there was a small earthquake, and the stone moved.  
When they got to the grave, there was no body there!  An angel told them that Jesus was not dead, but alive.  They were really puzzled!  Two of the ladies went away, but one, Mary Magdalen, stayed in the garden where the grave was.  she was crying, because she didn’t really believe that Jesus was alive again.  Then she saw someone she thought was the gardener, and she asked him where Jesus’s body was.  The person spoke to her – he called her by her name, and she realised that it was Jesus!
He told her to go and tell all his friends that he was alive, and that he would see them soon.
a. [image: ]Happy face/sad face paper plates – in the Celebration
You will need: a paper plate, and a pencil and a felt tip pen to draw with. 
Mark (very faintly) the horizontal and vertical centres of the plate.  Draw two eyes on the horizontal line (if you mark the nose as a vertical line in the middle of the plate, the eyes go either side (see the picture)).  Fill in the other lines and shapes as in the picture.  If you hold the plate one way up, the plate looks happy.  Hold it the other way up to look sad.
b. Resurrection diorama
You will need: the scanned images sent with the booklet, printed onto card – or onto paper and at least panel A stuck on card.  Felt tip pens or colouring pencils or crayons, scissors, 
Colour in both panels, and cut them out (I know panel A looks crooked, but when you cut it out it will be straight!).  Cut out (carefully) the slits (the dotted lines) on panel A.  If you stick this panel to card, remember to cut through both the paper and the card.  Thread panel B through panel A from the back, so that as you move panel B across, the pictures of the story show in turn.
Talk about: how to cope with surprising things happening – sometimes they might be good things, and sometimes they might be not so good.  Jesus said we should rejoice with people who are rejoicing, and be sad with people who are sad – does this help with how we should react?

Celebration

Song Come on and celebrate https://youtu.be/kog4QkDT4Ho?si=pHNhTjWLCX62p-Gw . 

Holy Week is the week from Palm Sunday to Easter. The Sabbath was a Saturday, so Jesus went to Jerusalem the next day. He sent two disciples to get a donkey, and rode it into Jerusalem. It was just before Passover, and lots of people were going into Jerusalem. It quickly became a big parade. People recognised the significance of riding a donkey and started cheering Jesus. They waved palm branches and cheered. The religious leaders weren’t happy. They didn’t like Jesus anyway. They wanted everyone to be quiet. After that things went from bad to worse as for as the religious leaders were concerned. Jesus said a widow who only gave a small amount was better than rich people who gave more, but much less than they could. He said that traders in the Temple were thieves and stopping it being used for prayer.

After Jesus celebrated Passover with the disciples, he went with them to the Garden of Gethsemane. The leaders had arranged with Judas to arrest Jesus there. He was put on trial, first by the Jewish leaders, then by the Romans, and also by Herod. The Jewish leaders wanted to kill Jesus but couldn’t do it legally, only the Romans could. Pilate didn’t think that Jesus should be condemned, but he was afraid there would be a riot. He washed his hands to show he wouldn’t take responsibility. Jesus was taken to Golgotha and crucified

We’ll make paper crosses. This can be done quite quickly. You can tear the paper, but cutting is easier.

Song: From heaven you came https://youtu.be/E4963QPHAIM?si=7RSH7i3ezkOZf_bC 

After Jesus was crucified, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea arranged to bury him. He was put in a rock tomb with a big stone in front of it. As it was just before the Sabbath, which started at sunset on the Friday, Jesus’ followers couldn’t look after the body properly, so when it got light on Sunday morning, Mary and the other women came to the tomb. As well as the stone, there were guards on the tomb, but when the women arrived they found the guards gone and the stone moved. When they looked into the tomb Jesus’ body was missing.

An angel appeared to them to tell them Jesus had come back to life. They went to tell the men, who didn’t believe them. Peter and John ran to the tomb and found it just like the women had said, and then left. Mary Magdelene had followed the men, and she stayed at the tomb. She saw someone who she thought was a gardener, and asked him if he had moved the body. The person said “Mary” and she realised it was Jesus.

Later that day Jesus appeared to other disciples on the road to Emmaus and in the Upper Room.

Think about the way the disciples’ feeling would have changed. We’re going to make a sad face/happy face plate.

Let’s pray.

Dear God, We can never have the same experience as those first disciples, but help us to understand that you are alive and with us, and help us to live like we really believe it.
Amen

We’ll sing We have a king who rides a donkey. https://youtu.be/gSbEEwik2hs?si=8JMCeEkqdbloOUDF 

Next Messy Church is 18th April. See you then.

Enjoy our celebration on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw

Then have tea or a treat if it isn’t tea time!

If you send me pictures of anything you do, I will share them on the Church Facebook page (if you want to send pictures that you don’t want shared, just tell me. I’ll only share the one’s you’re happy to share.)

Harlington Messy Church Team

We’ll have a Zoom meeting open for those who can’t come to the church. Our end of Zoom will go on YouTube during the celebration, but we won’t put pictures from your end on. Contact me if you want the link for Zoom. Look out for the broadcast on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw/videos
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