Messy Church – 17th January 2026
Christian Unity and EDI

The activities are: 

1. Jesus blessing children: Matthew chapter 19, verses 13 to15, Mark chapter 10, verses 13 – 16, Luke chapter 18, verses 15 to 17
Zig-zag children – in the Celebration
2. Jesus and the Samaritan woman: John chapter 4, verses 5 to 26
Buckets 
3. Jesus’ prayer that his followers “should be one”: John chapter 17, verse 11
a. Scatter diagram/picture – “one” in different languages
b. Collage of people from all over the world
4. The problems of discrimination and sharing: Acts chapter 6, verses 1 to 6
Rock cakes
5. Peter and Cornelius: Acts chapter 10, verses 1 to 48
a. Roman soldier
b. Paper plate snake – in the Celebration
6. Paul’s letter to the Philippians, “having one mind”: chapter 1, verses 27 and 28, chapter 2, verses 1 to 11



Stories and Activities
1.  Jesus blessing children: Matthew chapter 19, verses 13 to15, Mark chapter 10, verses 13 – 16, Luke chapter 18, verses 15 to 17
As you can see, this story comes in three of the gospels, mostly exactly the same – some parents (probably mothers, because they did the childcare) wanted Jesus to bless their children – Luke says they were infants.  The disciples (the friends of Jesus) thought that Jesus shouldn’t be bothered with such a request – he should be doing more important things – women and children not being considered important.  Jesus saw what they were doing, and told them off – Mark puts it the most strongly, saying that Jesus was “indignant” or “angry” about it.  He told his disciples that they should not stop children coming to him, because the Kingdom of God belonged to them as much as to anyone else.
Mark and Luke add a little more to this, saying that Jesus also said that whoever did not receive the Kingdom of God as a child did would never enter it, and all three writers say that Jesus laid his hands on each child and blessed them.
Zig-zag children – in the Celebration
You will need: a piece of paper, scissors, the picture of the final product, colouring pencils if you want to colour your people.
[image: ]
Hold your piece of paper so that it is wider than it is tall, then fold it up in zig-zags, like a fan – you should have four or five layers.  Make sure they are the same width.  Draw a child on the top fold, so that the feet and the arms reach the fold.  (The picture just shows the hands touching.)  Cut round your child, through all the layers of paper, and carefully unfold the layers, so you have a chain of children.  You can colour them in if you want.
Talk about: everyone being important to God – even people we think are not important, or we don’t like!



2.	Jesus and the Samaritan woman: John chapter 4, verses 5 to 26
This story is only told in John’s Gospel.  Jesus and his friends were travelling back to Galilee, where Jesus was brought up, from Judea.  This meant that they had a choice – they could go through Samaria, which was not Jewish, unlike Judea or Galilee, or they could go down to the Jordan valley in Judea, travel up the valley until they got to Galilee, and then come up out of the valley.  This was the way people who considered themselves good Jews liked to go, because although the people of Samaria, Samaritans, considered themselves worshippers of the Jewish God, because they had not gone into exile in Babylon, and had married non-Jewish wives and husbands, the “pure” Jews refused to recognise their faith in God as legitimate, and would not let them worship in the Temple in Jerusalem.  Jesus, for a reason never explained in the Bible, decided to go straight through Samaria on his way home.
On the way, as they approached a town called Sychar, near the site of the Old Testament city of Shechem, it was getting on for lunchtime.  Jesus sat by the well which Jacob had dug, and his friends went into the town, to buy food.  As Jesus sat by the well, a woman came from the town to draw water.  (That would be very unusual – while women usually got the water for household use, usually they would come early in the morning, while it was cool, rather than in the heat of the day – water is heavy!)
Jesus asked the woman for a drink of water, and she asked what kind of Jew he was, asking a Samaritan woman for water, when Jews refused to share anything, even a water bucket, with Samaritans.  Jesus said that if she had known who he was, she would have asked him for water, and he would have given her live-giving water.  She said he couldn’t have given her water – he had no bucket, and the well was deep, so where would he have got life-giving water.  She told him that Jacob had dug the well, and he and his sons and his animals drank from it, and she asked him if he claimed to be greater than Jacob.  Jesus said that anyone who drank from this well would get thirsty again, but those who drank the water he provided would never be thirsty.  That water would be a spring inside the person, giving life-giving water and eternal life.  (Jesus meant that the water would be the Holy Spirit within the person, giving him a well of the Spirit, and eternal life.  He didn’t mean ordinary water to drink.)  The woman misunderstood Jesus, and asked for the life-giving water so that she wouldn’t have to come to the well every day!  Jesus told her to fetch her husband and come back, to which she replied that she hadn’t got a husband.  Jesus said that was true, she had had five husbands, and the man she now lived with was not her husband.  She admitted that this was true, and said that Jesus was a prophet.  She then wanted to know whether it was the Jews or the Samaritans who were right about where God should be worshipped.  (The Samaritans worshipped God on the local mountain, where Jacob and Abraham had worshipped, but now, Jews said God could only be worshipped in Jerusalem.)  Jesus said that soon, God would not be worshipped either on the mountain or in Jerusalem, but in the hearts of his worshippers.  The woman said that the Messiah would tell them the truth, when he came, and Jesus told her that he was the Messiah.
At this point, Jesus’ friends came back, and were surprised to find him talking to the woman, although none of them asked him about it.  The woman left her water jar, and went back into the town, telling people about the man at the well.  While they were coming to see this man, Jesus was having a conversation with his friends, which they did not understand, about his role in the world.  The Samaritans asked him to stay with them and teach them, and he stayed for two days.  The Gospel says that many of the people believed in him, some because of what the woman said, and some because of what Jesus himself said.
Bucket – originally, the bucket would probably have been made from leather, but we will make it from a lighter weight fabric (leather requires a skill we don’t have!)
You will need: some fabric (could be scraps, or from an old sheet or shirt), a round yogurt pot for shaping, a pen that will write on the fabric, fabric glue, possibly spray starch, to stiffen the fabric, a bodkin, or large eye needle, some string.  There is also a template in the pack.  You can use this anyway, but if your own yogurt pots are a different size, it will be more difficult to use them as a support.  
Spread out your fabric, and roll the yogurt pot along, drawing along the top and bottom edges as you go, until you have drawn a shape that will go right round the pot, with a small overlap.  Cut out the shape.  If you are using the template, cut along the dotted lines – they are the overlap for gluing.  Stand the pot upright on another piece of fabric, and draw around the bottom, a little larger than the pot itself, and cut out this piece as well.
Glue the side of the bucket edges together, and put the shape back round the yogurt pot.  Use the needle and string to make either one handle that goes right across the top, or two smaller handles, one each side.  Stand the pot upside down, and glue the bottom piece in place (this can make a rim).  When the glue is dry, you can take it off the yogurt pot.
Talk about: not understanding what is going on around you, and needing someone to explain.  Or needing someone to explain something difficult that you are not understanding.

3.	Jesus’ prayer that his followers “should be one”: John chapter 17, verse 11
This verse is part of Jesus’ prayers after the Last Supper, before he was arrested.  Jesus knew that people did not always agree with each other, even when they were friends, and he also knew that sometimes the disagreement could be very serious – after all, he knew that one of his friends was going to betray him that very night.  So this prayer is about him wanting his friends to behave as if they were all together, working for the same thing, just as he and his father, God, were together, working for the same thing.  And more than that, he wanted his friends to be working for the same thing as he was, and God was.
Jesus knew this could be very difficult, sooner or later.  If his friends did what he wanted them to do, this new Way would spread so far that people who knew nothing about Judaism would become part of it, and then there could be many problems, some of which would be easy to solve, and some of which would be difficult.
This is still true today – there are Christians all over the world.  They don’t all speak the same language, and assumptions are made in all sorts of places as to what Christians look like, or dress like, or worship like.  They worship in churches which may look very different from the ones we are used to!
There are two different activities in this section:
a. Word cloud – “one” in different languages
You will need: to see the list of words for “one” from all over the world – or to develop your own list, and to have a piece of paper and crayons, felt-tip pens or coloured pencils.  On the list provided, there is also an example of a word cloud.
Make your own word cloud, using the words provided – or your own list – or a combination of both!
b. Collage of people from all over the world
You will need: pictures of people from all over the world – there are some supplied with the pack, but you can use others, if you have them.  A piece of paper to stick them to – we are going to make one big collage, but if you are doing this at home, you can use an ordinary piece of scrap paper if appropriate.  You will also need scissors and glue
Talk about: thinking about people who may be very different from you also being Christians – and being children of God.

4.	The problems of discrimination and sharing: Acts chapter 6, verses 1 to 6
The early Church grew very fast to begin with, although it took some time to spread outside of Jerusalem.  And it was not long before it ran into problems.  Jerusalem was a very cosmopolitan city, where Jews from all over the then known world lived, as well as people who were not Jewish, who came on business, or because they were in the Roman army.  This also meant that not everyone spoke the same language – the local language of Jerusalem Jews was Aramaic, but the official language of the Roman Empire in this area was Greek.  One of the things that the early Church knew, was that women who had no-one to support them – husbands or children (because women didn’t go out to work, had no training to work) – had to be provided with food to live (and probably somewhere to live, but this is not the problem in this story.  So the Church fed these women.  Very soon, there came complaints.  Widows who spoke only Greek complained that they were getting less food than widows who spoke Aramaic.
The Apostles (those who had been friends (disciples) of Jesus were now called Apostles) decided that it was not their job to do all the supporting work that the Church needed, as their job was to tell people the Good News about Jesus, the Messiah.  The Church needed to find other people who would be responsible for doing other things, like making sure that there was enough food, and that everyone got a fair share, and making sure that all the other things (which we would call administration) got done – like, I suspect, making sure that the Apostles had somewhere to live, clean clothes, and that their Temple tax was paid!
So the Apostles called all the believers together, and explained that they needed to sort out the next level of authority.  They chose seven men who were known to be wise, and full of the Holy Spirit, and the Apostles blessed them and handed over the work to them
We are going to make rock cakes, as a representation of where these new roles in the Church began.
You will need: a copy of the recipe, the tools and the ingredients (supplied with this booklet
Follow the recipe to make the rock cakes (or use a recipe of your own).
Talk about: not always having the people you need to get everything done – schools need secretaries and cleaners, as well as teachers.  Working parents might need cleaners to help with the housework – or children prepared to help!

6.	Peter and Cornelius - Acts chapter 10, verses 1 to 48 
This is how Peter found out that God intended his new teaching to apply to people who were not Jewish – up to this point, the friends of Jesus had been limiting their teaching about Jesus to Jews.  
Peter was staying in Joppa with friends.  One day, he was in the house, and went up on the roof to pray while a meal was being prepared.  As he was praying, he saw what looked like a sheet – like on a bed – in front of him, full of animals.  The puzzling thing for Peter was that they were all the sorts of animals that Jews were not allowed to eat, and a voice said to him “Get up, Peter.  Kill, and eat.”  Peter was very clear “Certainly not, Lord.  I have never eaten anything forbidden!”  The sheet was picked up by its four corners, and lifted up out of sight.  Then it appeared again – three times altogether, with the same conversation happening each time.
Then Peter heard someone knocking on the door, and the voice that had told him to kill and eat something told him to go downstairs to meet the newcomers.  When he got there, he found that these people were not Jewish, they came from a Roman called Cornelius, who wanted to know about Jesus.  God had told him to send messengers to Joppa, to find a man called Peter.  Now Peter knew that Jesus, and God, were for everyone, not just for Jews.
Again, we have two activities here.
a. Picture of a Roman soldier 
You will need: a print out of the picture supplied, colouring pencils or felt tip pens.
Colour the soldier
b. Paper plate snake – in the Celebration
You will need: a paper plate, some colouring pencils or felt tip pens, a pair of scissors, a hole punch and some string or thread.
Colour the back of the plate however you like.  When you have finished, draw a spiral line from the centre to the outside edge, and cut along it, making the very middle of the plate a little wider, for the head of the snake.  Punch a hole in the head, and tie string or thread through the hole to hang up your snake.

Celebration

Sing He’s got the whole world in his hands. https://youtu.be/PJhV_6vrGaE?si=Uk1aYKO6IqSTwhYR 

Have you noticed the way that some people want to make things just for them, or just for the people they think are important? We’re looking at that today.

Although Jesus came as a Jew to speak to Jews, he also came for the whole world. All through his ministry he spoke to people who weren’t Jews (known as Gentiles), and he also healed Gentiles on occasions. For example, in the story of Jesus healing 10 lepers, the Bible notes that the one who came back to say thank you was a Samaritan, and they were hated almost as much as tax collectors.

Another story involving a Samaritan was the woman at the well at Sychar. Jesus spoke to her, and to her neighbours.

The disciples often thought that Jesus should be protected from some people. I’m sure they had good intentions, but they weren’t really doing what Jesus wanted. For example, children weren’t very highly thought of in Jesus’ day. When some mums brought their children to Jesus, the disciples tried to keep them away. Jesus told them off, and talked to the children.

We will make some “children”

Sing There are hundreds of sparrows. https://youtu.be/sIkcJGUxDrc?si=19T8Z4I1H_RD7paK 

After Jesus’ ascension to heaven, and Pentecost, the disciples start telling people about Jesus, but only Jews in the first instance. Then, one day when Peter is very hungry, he has a vision about food, but it’s about things that Jews aren’t supposed to eat. Then people come from Cornelius who is a Roman. They want Peter to visit him, which he wouldn’t normally have done. But Peter realises what the vision really means.

That is the start of the apostles going out to tell Gentiles the good news, and is so important that the story is repeated in the Bible. When Paul starts preaching to Gentiles, Peter tells the story to show that this is what God really wants.

One of the things Jews can’t eat is snakes. We’ll make a paper plate snake.

Sing Jesus love is very wonderful. https://youtu.be/WcgplHIntJc?si=3KQmgCvovjLn_leY 

Let’s pray.

Dear God,
We often want to exclude people from our group and keep things just about people like us. Help us to remember that you sent Jesus for everyone and that everyone is important to you.
Amen

Next Messy Church is 21st February 2026. See you then.

Enjoy our celebration on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw

Then have tea or a treat if it isn’t tea time!

If you send me pictures of anything you do, I can share them on the Church Facebook page or in the Church Monthly (if you want to send pictures that you don’t want shared, just tell me. I’ll only share the one’s you’re happy to share.)

Harlington Messy Church Team

We’ll have a Zoom meeting open for those who can’t come to the church. We’re also on YouTube during the celebration. Contact me if you want the link for Zoom. Look out for the broadcast on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw/videos
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