Messy Church – May 2021
Pentecost
The activities are:

1. Ascension – 3D model
Acts 1: 6 - 11

2. Pentecost – the wind
a. Breeze ball
b. Kite on paper spring
Acts 2: 1 – 2 

3. Pentecost – the flames
Acts 2: 3 – 4

4. Pentecost – the crowds
a. Zig zag people
b. Pentecost wreath
Acts 5: 5 – 12

How to make a paper spring – activity 2b
[image: ]
Stories and Activities
1	Ascension: 3D model
You will need: scrap paper or newspaper, green paper (tissue or crepe paper will do), cardboard people (you can draw your own, or print the ones supplied and stick them to card and cut them out), small pieces of extra card, scissors, glue
Screw up your scrap paper to make a heap – if you spread a little glue on one side of each piece, it will stick in the shape you want.  Cover the whole thing with green paper (put some glue on the reverse of the green paper, and again, it will stick to the base layer) to make a hill.  Cut the extra card into half circle shapes, and cut a slit from the top of the half circle to a little more than half way down.  Cut a slit in the bottom of your cardboard people, so that when you slot the people onto the half circles, the feet of the people touch the table you stand them on.  Stand the people beside the hill, or on the top of the hill, if they will stand there.
Jesus had been meeting his friends on and off for about five weeks, since his resurrection on Easter Sunday.  He had been warning them that this would not go on for ever, and finally, he took them out of Jerusalem, talking about spreading the good news about him all over the world, starting with Jerusalem, after the Holy Spirit came to them.  When they got to the top of the Mount of Olives, they were standing talking, and suddenly a cloud swept across the hill-top.  When it cleared away, Jesus was not there.  The friends looked around, still no Jesus.  But two men in white were there.  They asked the friends why they were looking for Jesus, and said that Jesus would eventually come back the same way he went, but that now he was in heaven.  The friends went back to Jerusalem, to wait for the Holy Spirit.
Talk about: waiting for something exciting to happen, missing your friends, particularly when you have not been able to go to school.



2	Pentecost: the wind
a. Breeze ball
You will need: card, scissors, pictures of the process and result (below)
Cut out a circle of card.  Mark a circle inside the edge, as shown on the first picture, and the straight lines from the centre to the inside line.  Cut along the straight lines, bending the triangles alternately each way (like the second picture).  The ball will roll along in a wind.  If you have a hairdryer in the house, perhaps you can try this inside, but you might like to take it outside when the weather is dry.
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b. Kite on paper spring
You will need: a piece of paper for the picture, more paper for the kite and the paper spring, cotton wool for the clouds, ribbon and string for decorating the kite, scissors, glue, pictures (one of the finished product, one of the set up for the paper spring – the paper spring is on the front page of the booklet.)
To make the paper spring, cut two strips of paper the width of a piece of A4 paper, about a cm wide.  Stick them together in a right angle, as shown on the first picture.  Follow the instructions on the picture, gluing the last two layers together.
Draw, colour, and cut out the kite shape.  Stick one end of the paper spring to the back of the kite, and the other end to the paper.  If you are using ribbon or string for its tail, stick this to the paper so that it looks as though it is stuck to the bottom point of the kite, and stick string under the upper part so that it looks as though it runs from the cross piece underneath the kite (see the second picture).  You can use cotton wool for clouds.  Use a hair dryer, or blow across the paper to make the kite move.
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At Pentecost the friends of Jesus were all together.  Suddenly, they heard a noise like a gust of wind.  It seemed to blow right through the house where they were.  Then they seemed to see flames, touching each one of them.  Then they were amazed to discover that they appeared to be able to talk in languages they didn’t know they knew.
Talk about: how you know it is windy.  Can you tell where the wind comes from, or where it is going?  Talk about the damage wind can do, and how some plants need the wind to help make their seeds.



3	Pentecost: the flames
You will need: paper to paint on, paint in red, orange, yellow, blue if you want to be complicated, card or paper for band, scissors, glue or stapler (with staples), pieces of sponge or rag to paint with
Paint your piece of paper in flame colours (red, orange, yellow) in stripes across the page.  If you don’t have orange, you can mix red and yellow on the pallet or on the paper.  Blend the colours on the paper so that you don’t have hard edged stripes.  If you want to use blue, for the hottest part of the flame, it should go next to the red, and again, blend it into the red.  Because you don’t want the paper to be too wet, or it will take too long to dry, using sponge or fabric is better than using a paint brush.  When the whole piece of paper is covered, leave it to dry.
Cut a band of paper or card long enough to go round your head (fix two pieces together if one is not long enough), and glue or staple it into a circle.
When your painted piece of paper is dry, cut out flame shapes with red (or blue) at the bottom, and yellow at the top.  Glue or staple the flames to the band, so that they stick up above the band.
This bit of the story is with the story of the wind – just a line each, but different experiences.
Talk about: fire.  Think about where it might be safe to have a fire, and where not.  Some trees need their seeds to have been heated before they can grow into new trees, but people are scared of fire, so they try not to let wild fires happen.  

4	Pentecost: the crowds
a. Zig zag people
You will need: a piece of paper, scissors, the picture of the final product, colouring pencils if you want to colour your people.
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Hold your piece of paper so that it is wider than it is tall, then fold it up in zig-zags, like a fan – you should have four or five layers.  Make sure they are the same width.  Draw a person on the top fold, so that the feet and the arms reach the fold.  (The picture just shows the hands touching.)  Cut round your person, through all the layers of paper, and carefully unfold the layers, so you have a chain of people.  You can colour them in if you want.

b. Pentecost wreath
You will need: images of maps, which you can print, or copy – if you have a computer or a smart phone, you can look for flags on the internet.  If you type Flags of the World into a search field, there are lots of pictures of flags (you can choose simpler, striped flags if that is easier), scissors, glue
Whether you have printed or drawn your flags, put your hand over the pictures and draw round your hand – you will need at least six to make a wreath – maybe you could make one with other members of your family.  Cut out the hand shapes, and glue them into a circle to make your wreath.
When Pentecost came – which was about ten days after Jesus had gone to heaven – Jerusalem was still crowded with visitors.  Pentecost was the Jewish feast that happened fifty days after Passover, so fifty days after Easter, for us.  People who had travelled a long way to be in Jerusalem for Passover might well have decided not to go away again before Pentecost, and have two festivals in one holiday.  And, of course, lots of people lived in Jerusalem anyway.  When the people heard the noise of the wind, and the friends of Jesus rushing out of the house, all talking at once, they came to see what the commotion was.  What they found was a bunch of men all talking different languages – languages they could understand, their home languages!
In the bible, there is a long list of all the countries that the crowd had come from, countries all over the Roman Empire, from what we would call the borders of India, almost all the way across the north coast of Africa, and all the way around the other side of the Mediterranean Sea as far as Rome.  There is a map with this booklet, showing where the people came from – all the places listed in Acts 5: 5 – 12 are shown on the map – the places in the list  are underlined.

Talk about: how countries may be different – in what they eat, the language they talk, the money they use.  Is it fun to eat different food?  Have you tried food from different countries?




5. Many languages
You will need: posters with different languages for goodbye, access to a computer or smart phone, or someone with a knowledge of other languages
Also with this booklet are posters with the words for Goodbye in other languages.  We also have different ways of saying goodbye in English – think about them, and what they might imply.  Some ways of saying goodbye in English are below – see if you can find out exactly what some of the other languages are saying.  If you know someone who knows other languages, you could ask them.
Goodbye
Farewell
See you soon
Take care

Talk about: ways of saying things, learning a different language; if you have someone in your family who speaks more than one language, learn some words – like hello, or how to say your name.


Celebration
Do you like waiting?  Sometimes you have to wait for things, and one of the things you sometimes have to wait for is for paint to dry!  We are going to start off by painting something ready for later!  Then it will have time to dry, but you will have to wait to find out what it is for.

Last Thursday was Ascension day. This is the day, forty days after Easter, when we remember Jesus going back to heaven. It happened like this. Jesus was appearing every now and then to the disciples. He appeared to two of them walking to Emmaus, he appeared in the Upper Room when Thomas wasn’t there, and later when he was there. He appeared beside the Sea of Galilee. Then he said it is time for him to go back to heaven and to God.  The disciples walked with him to a place near Bethany – it may have been a hill. When they got there, Jesus talked to them about spreading his message to the whole world, and then he disappeared from them into a cloud. If you ever go up a big hill when it’s cloudy, you may see the clouds at the top of the hill – you can’t see who is there or not there. After Jesus disappeared, they saw two people who asked them why they were still there staring into space, and who reminded them that Jesus had told them to go back to Jerusalem and wait for the next thing to happen, but not to go anywhere too far while they were waiting.

Make the model

We’ll sing “Lord I lift your name on high” https://youtu.be/c12Ta6_WJrw

The disciples went back to Jerusalem. They waited there. They waited and they waited. They didn’t know how long they would have to wait. They kept on waiting. After ten whole days, all of a sudden, they heard a noise. The noise was like the sound of the wind. Like a really strong, loud wind. Then they saw flames! The flames came down, on their heads!! And that’s when they knew that the Holy Spirit, God’s special friend for them, had arrived. They were filled up with it, full to overflowing. They just had to let some of it out. 

Now you’ve been waiting, waiting to see what the painting was for. I hope it’s dry, or nearly dry by now. What we’re going to do is to cut out flame shapes from our painting, so that we have coloured flames. We’ll fasten them to a card headband, so we have a flame headdress. If your paper isn’t strong enough to stand up, glue the flames to card first. 

Let’s sing “Colours of Day”. https://youtu.be/Fo-3lf08y-Y

We can’t forget the sound of the wind, though. We’ll make a springy kite picture for this. One reason Christians use the idea of the wind when they think about the Holy Spirit is because you can’t see the wind, and you can’t see the Holy Spirit, but you can feel them both, sometimes very gently, and sometimes quite strong. On that first day the disciples felt the Holy Spirit like a very strong wind, enough to blow them along.

They stopped being afraid, and went outside into the centre of the town, and started to talk to everybody who’d listen about Jesus. It was quite early in the morning when it happened. The day it happened was a special festival day to celebrate the first bit of harvest, and that day was called Pentecost. When Christians think of Pentecost they forget that it was already a celebration. Pentecost is 50 days after Passover, which means this was 50 days after Easter. Because it was a celebration day there were a lot of people around, from a lot of different countries. Another activity which you can do later is to make a Pentecost Wreath. This stands for all the different countries that the people who heard the disciples came from.

We’re going to say a prayer, then we’ll sing another song. This version has some of the words in different languages.

Let’s pray.

Dear father God, thank you for sending your Holy Spirit to the disciples to be their friend and to help them be strong. We would like that same strength and friendship as well.

Amen

Let’s sing “Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.” There are two versions here. The first is in English, and the second it a lot of different languages. We’ll sing the first, then listen to the second, (or you can sing along to it) after we’ve said goodbye. https://youtu.be/SKHwBamBSPk https://youtu.be/YUxZpLm5Sa0

Next Messy Church is 19th June. See you then, but this month we’ll say goodbye. How many languages can we say it in? Let’s do it now.

Goodbye in different languages

Play out on Hosanna


Enjoy our celebration on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw
Then have tea or a treat if it isn’t tea time!
If you send me pictures of anything you do, I will share them on the Church Facebook page (if you want to send pictures that you don’t want shared, just tell me. I’ll only share the one’s you’re happy to share.)
Harlington Messy Church Team
We now manage the YouTube channel, and Zoom for talk back to us. Our end of Zoom will be what is going on YouTube, but we won’t put pictures from your end on. Contact me if you want the link for Zoom. Look out for the broadcast on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube Channel.  We live stream at 4pm, but it then stays up as a recording. Like last time we will mix activities into the story.
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