Messy Church – 18th October 2025
Elijah

The activities are: 

1. The drought: 1 Kings 17
a. Ravens – 2 designs – in the Celebration
b. Brook (stream) – sand picture
c. Fire – with night light, twigs and tissue paper (Clive’s design)
2. Mount Carmel and what came after: 1 Kings 18 and 19
a. Rain pictures
b. Elijah under tree – model – in the Celebration
c. Bread – cheese pull-aparts
d. Wind, earthquake and fire – paper springs model
3. Naboth’s vineyard: 1 Kings 21
	Marzipan/icing grapes
4. Translation:
	Chariot with horses of fire – tissue flames on picture



Stories and Activities
1. The drought: 1 Kings chapter 17
The story of Elijah, one of God’s prophets, starts in chapter 17, but the introduction to the king he would argue with is at the end of chapter 16.  The king was called Ahab, and he was not a worshipper of God, although he was king over God’s people.  Even worse, he had married a woman called Jezebel, who thought that the king should have everything he wanted, no matter whether the law of the land or the God of the people said otherwise.  Jezebel was not an Israelite, although Ahab was, and she wanted things to be done the way they were in her country, including worshipping her gods.  So Ahab built temples and altars to her gods, and worshipped them with her.
God sent Elijah to Ahab, to tell him that God would prevent there being any rain for two or three years – and no rain meant no crops! – not just a drought, but a famine as well.  To save Elijah’s life, God told him to cross the Jordan to the east side, and go to live by a brook (a stream), where ravens would bring him food, and he could drink the water from the brook.
a. Ravens – in the Celebration
There are two styles of raven you could make, one very simple, and one a little more complicated.  Instructions and illustrations are below, or attached to the file.
1.  Raven with fan folded wings
You will need: a printout of the outline (sent with this booklet), crayons or felt tip pens to colour it black, scissors to cut it out, and to cut the slit in the body, and a piece of black paper.
Cut out the outline and the slit before you colour – otherwise you won’t be able to see the lines!  Fan fold the piece of black paper so that the width of the folds fit the slit in the body of the raven, push it through so that the bird’s body is in the middle of the folded paper, and then spread the wings out on each side.  If you have thick black paper or black card, you could print out the outline on scrap paper, and then use it as a template – draw round it with a light coloured pencil, and then cut out the black version.
2. Origami raven
You will need: a square of black paper – origami paper would be ideal! and the instructions send with the booklet.  If you don’t have a square piece of paper, make it square – fold one corner over to the opposite side, so that the two sides lie on top of each other (the top of the paper, and the side) and the folded piece looks like a triangle – this fold is the first fold in the pattern for the raven anyway – and then cut off the bottom along the line where the side lies.
b. Brook (stream) – sand picture
You will need: a piece of paper, a pencil to draw your picture, coloured sand and glue (you might also want a glue spreader).  You may also want a tray to work on, so that the sand doesn’t go everywhere!
Draw a picture of a stream running down a small valley.  You might want to have water in the channel on one side, and not on the other, to show how the brook dried up.  You don’t need to colour the picture, just do outlines.
Carefully spread glue on one area of the picture that will be one colour.  Then, with your picture in the tray, sprinkle sand of the colour you want in that area all over the glue.  Then shake off the excess into the tray, and pour it back into the sand container.  (pour the sand back into the container before you do the next colour, or it will be difficult to keep the sand colours separate).  Repeat for each area in your picture.  It may be easier to work from the middle of the page outwards, so you are not getting the colours too mixed up on the page, and you don’t smear the areas already done as you spread glue for the next bit.
Story continued:
After a while, when there was still no rain, the brook dried up, and God told Elijah to go to the town of Zarephath, which was outside the land of Israel, and where there was no drought, where there was a widow (a woman whose husband had died) who would feed him.  When Elijah got to Zarephath, he found a woman gathering sticks of firewood outside the town.  He asked her for a drink of water from the well, and a little bread, and she said that she had no bread – she was gathering sticks to make a fire, to cook the last of her flour and oil for a meal for herself and her son, after which she expected to starve to death.  Elijah promised her that until it rained again, the flour and oil would not run out – and it didn’t.
c. Fire – twigs, tissue paper and a night light.
You will need: a paper plate, an electric night light, a pencil, yellow or red tissue paper, some small twigs, scissors, double sided sticky tape, and glue.
With the paper plate right side up, place the night light in the middle, and draw round it.  Cut a hole in the plate, smaller than the night light circle, and stick the night light to the back of the plate with double sided sticky tape, so that you can switch the light on, through the hole in the plate.  Over the night light, stick a cone of tissue paper (cut a strip of tissue paper that is taller than the night light, and long enough to go round it loosely, and stick the two ends together.  Then gather one side of the tube, so that you have a round tent shape, twisting the top together).  Over the cone, stick twigs, to look like a small bonfire.  If the twist of tissue paper comes out of the top of your stick arrangement, that’s fine.  When all the glue is dry, switch on the night light!
Talk about: not having enough water for your needs – washing, drinking, cooking, growing food.  What would be the most important use?  Or talk about the problem of having too much water – the floods, the contamination of drinking water.  Talk about running out of food – can you imagine it?

2.	Mount Carmel and what came after: 1 Kings chapters 18 and 19
After about three years of drought, God send Elijah back to Israel, to see King Ahab.  The drought was so bad that Ahab and another of God’s prophets, called Obadiah, were out looking for any stream or well that had water in it.  Obadiah met Elijah, and then went back and told Ahab – who accused Elijah of being a troublemaker.  Elijah said that Ahab was the troublemaker, for worshipping a god who was not the God of Israel.  He told Ahab to bring the prophets of the god Baal to Mount Carmel, and when they got there, Elijah challenged the prophets to a competition.  Each group was to build an altar to their god, sacrifice a bull, and then call on their god to set fire to the sacrifice.  Lots of ordinary Israelites had come to the meeting place as well, and they were really excited by the competition.  Elijah said that the ones who won would be the ones whose god sent fire to burn the sacrifice.
The prophets of Baal started.  They built their altar, and sacrificed their bull, putting the pieces on the altar, as Elijah had said.  Then they started praying to Baal, and dancing round their altar.  At noon, Elijah started to make fun of them, because nothing had happened.  “Maybe he’s gone to the toilet, or on a journey or to sleep,” he said, “shout louder!”  The prophets shouted louder, and cut themselves, as their custom was.  Elijah gave them till the middle of the afternoon, and then he said it was his turn.
He rebuilt an altar to God which had been there before, but had been knocked down.  He dug a moat round the altar, deep enough to hold water, and put wood and the bull on the altar.  He got the crowd to fill 4 jars with water from the river and pour it over the bull, the wood and the altar – and repeat it twice more, so 12 jars of water.  There was so much water, it ran down into the moat and filled it.  It was now the time that sacrifices were often made to God, in the temple at Jerusalem, and Elijah prayed to God, saying that he had done as he was instructed by God, so please would God answer his prayer and prove to the people – again! – that he really is God.
And then the fire came, burning up the sacrifice, the wood, cracking the stones of the altar, scorching the earth around, and drying up the water in the moat.  The people watching threw themselves on the ground, saying “The Lord alone is God!”
Elijah had the prophets of Baal executed.
Then Elijah told Ahab to get a meal, because he could hear the sound of rain coming.  Elijah climbed to the top of Mount Carmel with his servant, where he sat down.  Seven times he told his servant to go and look to the west, to the sea.  Six times he said he could see nothing.  The seventh time, he said he could see a little cloud, no bigger than his hand, rising from the sea.  Elijah told him to go down to king Ahab, and tell him to drive his chariot back to Jezreel, before the rain made the ground impossible to drive over.  Then Elijah went down the mountain, and ran ahead of Ahab in his chariot.  The Bible doesn’t say whether they got caught in the rain or not, but it always feels like they didn’t, if you read the story.
a. Rain pictures
You will need: a piece of paper, pencils or crayons or felt tip pens to draw a picture, a grey or light blue felt tip pen.
Draw a picture of a man driving a chariot, with a man running ahead of him.  Colour the picture in, and then, using your grey or light blue felt tip pen, colour lightly over the picture, so that it looks as if you are seeing it through rain.
Story continued:
When Jezebel, Ahab’s wife, heard what had happened to the prophets of Baal, her god, she sent a message to Elijah, saying that she would have him killed, too, by the end of the following day.  Elijah left Jezreel, with his servant, and went to Beersheba, in Judah (the next country south of Israel).  He left his servant in the town, and walked on south, into the wilderness, for a whole day.  In the evening, he sat down under a tree and prayed that he would die, because his life was so threatened.  He lay down under the tree, and fell asleep.  Suddenly, he was woken up by an angel, who told him to eat, and drink, and he saw that there was bread and a jar of water, so he ate, and drank, and went back to sleep.  The angel returned and woke him again, with the same instruction, but adding that the journey would be too difficult for him if he didn’t.  So he ate and drank the second lot of bread and water, and then he continued his journey – 40 days south to the mountain of Sinai, or Horeb, the holy mountain of God, where Moses had been given the Ten Commandments.
b. Model of Elijah under a tree – partly in the Celebration
For the tree you will need: a piece of narrow cardboard tube – the inner tube from a cooking foil roll would be good – some green paper, and some brown paint and a paint brush or foam applicator, scissors
Paint the cardboard tube brown, for the trunk of the tree.  Roll up a piece of green paper to a smaller size than the tube – try tucking it into the top to check.  Push the roll of paper into the top of the tube so that most of the height of the roll is sticking out of the top, and then cut slits in the paper.  Bend the flaps of paper outwards to look like the leaves.  If you want to be fancy, you can cut the flaps into leaf shapes.
[image: A person made from pipe cleaners

Description automatically generated]For Elijah you will need: two pipecleaners, and a pair of snips, fabric scraps (optional)
Fold one pipe cleaner in half, making a loop at the fold, and twisting the two sides together to make the body.  Separate the bottom ends, and tip the very ends up to make feet.  Cut the second pipe cleaner in half – give the second half to someone else – and twist your half around the upper body, leaving the ends free to make arms.  You could use scraps of fabric to dress the man.
c. Cheese pull-aparts
You will need: the recipe, the tools and the ingredients (on a separate sheet).
Follow the recipe.
Story continued:
When Elijah got to Sinai, he climbed until he found a cave to sleep in.  In the middle of the night, God woke him.  “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  Elijah said that he had always been God’s servant, serving only him, but that the people of Israel had broken their promise to God, worshipping other gods, and killing God’s prophets, until only he, Elijah, was left.  God told him to go and stand on the top of the mountain, and he would come.  First there was a great wind, which shattered the rocks around the cave.  Then there was an earthquake, and then there was a fire, blowing around the mountain.  Finally there was a quiet voice, and when Elijah heard the voice, he went out of the cave to stand on the mountain.  Then the previous conversation was repeated – why are you here, and Elijah’s response.
This time, God told Elijah that he was to anoint the next king of Syria, a future king of Israel, and his own successor, a man called Elisha, and told Elijah that there were seven thousand faithful followers of God still left in Israel, no matter that Elijah hadn’t noticed them.
So Elijah went back, and found Elisha, ploughing his father’s fields with a team of oxen.  When Elijah invited him to come and be his disciple (follower), Elisha sacrificed the oxen and cooked them, using the wood of the plough for fire.  He fed the meat to his village, as a farewell feast, and then followed Elijah.
d. Wind, earthquake and fire – paper springs model
You will need: paper to paint on, scrap paper to make paper springs and boulders or rocks, scissors, glue, paint.
Paint a picture of a mountain, and from scrap paper, paint rocks or boulders. While the paint dries, make paper springs (follow the instructions).  When the paint is dry, stick one end of a paper spring to each rock or boulder, and the other end to the side of the mountain.  The rocks will vibrate as if there were an [image: ]earthquake.
Talk about: how scary wild weather can be – think about rivers full to overflowing, tides with the wind behind them, coming further up the beach or onto the road.  Have you ever watched film of an earthquake, or a tsunami?  What would it be like to experience it yourself?


3.	Naboth’s vineyard: 1 Kings chapter 21: marzipan or icing grapes
Near Ahab’s palace in the city of Jezreel there was a vineyard owned by a man called Naboth.  Ahab went to Naboth, and asked him to sell his vineyard.  Ahab wanted to make a vegetable garden there.  He offered Naboth the choice of a different vineyard, or the money, but Naboth didn’t want to sell his vineyard, which had belonged to his family for generations.
Ahab was sad and angry.  He went home and sulked until his wife Jezebel asked what was wrong.  He told her – remember that she believed that the king should have anything he wanted, even if that meant breaking the law of the land – and she told him that she would get the vineyard for him.  Jezebel organised some people to accuse Naboth of cursing God and the king, so that he would be killed – which was the law, but Naboth was innocent – and when it was done, she told Ahab that the vineyard was his.
God told Elijah to go and find Ahab, and tell him that he and his family would be cursed for what he had let Jezebel do.  He and all the men of his family would die, and the family would die out.  Ahab was sorry, and became very depressed.  God was glad to see Ahab being sorry for what he had done, and said that the disasters would only start for his family after Ahab himself was dead.
You will need: a paper plate, some marzipan or ready to use icing, purple or green colouring (this won’t work so well with marzipan, which is yellow!), and some icing sugar to keep your hands less sticky.
Make bunches of grapes on your plate.
Talk about: telling lies so that you can have your own way.  Think of the damage this can do to your relationships with other people.

4.	Translation: 2 Kings chapter 2: chariot with horses of fire
Elijah went on being the main prophet of the nation of Israel through a war with the king of Syria (the old king, that God had not yet replaced), in one battle of which king Ahab was killed, and then through the reign of Ahab’s eldest son, Ahaziah, which was only two years, and into the reign of his brother, Ahab’s second son, Joram.  During this time, Elisha travelled about with Elijah, learning his way around the country, meeting the other prophets, and listening to God for himself.
Then came the time when the elderly Elijah knew he wouldn’t live much longer, and Elisha knew it too.  Elijah kept trying to leave Elisha behind on this last journey, but Elisha insisted on going with him.  Various people – groups of prophets living in the various towns they went through – kept telling Elisha that Elijah was going to God today.  Each time, Elisha said he knew that, but he didn’t want to talk about it!
Eventually, they arrived at the river Jordan (followed by a number of the prophets who Elisha had spoken to).  Elijah again tried to leave Elisha behind, but that was not going to happen.  Elijah rolled his cloak up, and struck the waters of the river with it, and the water divided.  Elijah and Elisha crossed over to the east side of the Jordan, and then Elijah asked Elisha what he would like as a legacy (a gift in someone’s will) from Elijah.  Elisha asked for the power that would enable him to be regarded as Elijah’s successor.  Elijah said he would have it, if he saw Elijah being taken away.
As the talked, they were walking away from the river.  Suddenly, a chariot of fire, pulled by horses of fire, came between the pair of them, and horses, chariot and Elijah were swept up in a whirlwind.  Elijah had dropped his cloak as he went, and Elisha picked it up, shouting “My father, my father, you are gone!”  Then he tore his own cloak in two, and went back to the river Jordan.  There he struck the water with Elijah’s cloak, it divided, and he went back across, where the prophets who had been waiting said “Elijah’s power is in Elisha!”
You will need: a printout of the picture of a chariot and horses (supplied with this booklet), pencils, crayons or felt tip pens, tissue paper in flame colours (yellow, red, orange), scissors, glue.
Colour in the picture, and then make flame shapes from the tissue paper.  Stick these around the horses and chariot. 
Talk about: loving someone who is no longer around – perhaps they have died, or moved away so we can no longer see them.  How do you remember them, and treasure their memories?  Do you have things that belonged to them to remember them by?



Celebration

Sing Tell me who made all of creation https://youtu.be/2Od_qFJ2g50?si=egjFWj-koA-GePRq 

We first meet Elijah when God announces a drought. King Ahab is king of Israel, and he’s a bad king, one of the worst. He’s married to Jezebel, the daughter of another king, a king who worships Baal, and Ahab has let her bring that worship with her. Ahab is a weak man, and Jezebel is a strong woman. She has a firm idea of how a king should behave, and it’s not the way Israel’s kings are supposed to behave.
Elijah is the prophet who has to tell the king that God is sending the drought. Once he’s done that he goes and hides from the king. God tells him to go to a small river called the Brook Cherith. That supplies him with water. God sends ravens to him to feed him. They bring him bread and meat every morning and evening.

We’ll make ravens.

Sing Our God is a great big God https://youtu.be/0K3TUFFpmhA?si=KOcZtPqH5t9h18yW 

Since the drought continues, eventually the stream dries up. God tells Elijah to go to Zarephath, where he sees a widow with her son. The widow is nearly out of food. Elijah asks her to make him some bread. When she does he tells her that her flour and oil will not run out before the drought ends.
At the end of three years God sends Elijah back to the king. They set up a challenge. Elijah versus 450 prophets of Baal. They prepare for two sacrifices, burnt offerings, but they can’t set light to it themselves, they have to ask their god to do it. When the prophets of Baal try, nothing happens. Elijah mocks them – he’s a bit rude about it.
Then Elijah has a go. He pours water on top of everything, both as an offering and to show God’s power. God sends fire down and burns the offering and dries up the water. Elijah has won. He commands the people to kill the prophets of Baal.
When Jezebel hears about it she says that she will kill Elijah. He runs away, and goes south through Judah. At night he sits under a tree, exhausted. An angel appears and gives him food. With the food he travels on to Mount Horeb.

We’ll make a model of Elijah under the tree.

On Mount Horeb, God spoke to Elijah. There was a wind and an earthquake and a fire, but God spoke in a whisper. God told Elijah what would happen, and who would be the prophet after him, Elisha.
A lot more things happened that we don’t have time to tell. Eventually Elijah and Elisha took a long pilgrimage together. Elijah was taken up into heaven in a fiery chariot pulled by fiery horses, and Elisha became the main prophet in Israel.

Sing God is good https://youtu.be/kztGdTCF4ww?si=zQRO5yYax6fmA564 

Let’s pray.

Dear God,
It often seems as if everything is going wrong in the world and people have forgotten about you. Help us to know that you are still there and are with us all the time, no matter how hard things seem to be.
Amen

Next Messy Church is 15th November 2025. See you then.

Enjoy our celebration on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw

Then have tea or a treat if it isn’t tea time!

If you send me pictures of anything you do, I can share them on the Church Facebook page or in the Church Monthly (if you want to send pictures that you don’t want shared, just tell me. I’ll only share the one’s you’re happy to share.)

Harlington Messy Church Team

We’ll have a Zoom meeting open for those who can’t come to the church. We’re also on YouTube during the celebration. Contact me if you want the link for Zoom. Look out for the broadcast on the Harlington Methodist Church YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTMWR_QCxujkh1zHjTFcoJw/videos
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