
After the site had been got ready work started on the
walls, using any available stones, the largest being
placed at the corners. Spaces were filled with
sun-baked bricks of mud and smaller stones. The
narrow door-frame was placed in position, supported
temporarily by long beams, whilst the layers of bricks
and stones were built up on each side.

lf you live anywhere near a site where there is
building going on, watch how a modern bricklayer
works. Most of our new houses no\,v are built to a
standard size. See if you can find out the standard
size of a brick, of a door frame, and of a window
frame.
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Building a house was an activity that involved a number of people, just as it does today.  A carpenter, like Joseph, would make the door frames, and window frames if they were used.  While the walls were built, of stones and sun-baked bricks, the door frame would be propped up in the right place, and the walls built around it.The floor inside the house was made of beaten earth - the ground was cleared of stones and plants, water was poured on the ground and then the ground was stamped down until it was packed solid.



,s the walls grew higher, time had to be allowed for
re soft clay mud being used as mortar to dry out.
paces were left for the windows, small box-like
penings in the walls. These were kept small to keep
ut the winter cold and the summer heat. lf a box
hape was not used, a wooden or stone lintel was
laced to support the wall above.
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Window frames would be put into the walls as they got high enough, and then the wall finished around them.  Where the house owner couldn't afford to have window frames, they would have a lintel - a long piece of stone or wood that would go right across the window opening and into the wall either side, to hold the weight of the wall above the gap.The windows would not be very large - they would just be openings, with no glass in them.  They were needed to let light into the house, but they could also let in the cold, and the wet.



At roof height came the most difficult operation'

Long roof beams were laid across, resting on the

walll, in order to take the weight of the flat ioof'

Across the spaces between the roof beams was

laid a layer of brushwood, branches and twigs of

trees; on top of this came a layer of straw followed

by a layer of eafth. Then another layer of straw'

and finally a layer of wet clay. All of this was firmly

rolled to make a strong, compact surface'

The shape of a roof often has something to do with

the weather. 1n England there are few flat roofed

houses, and in Switzerland, for example, the roofs

are steeply sloping. Find out how the weather can

affect the building pattern of roofs'

The flat roof beams in Palestinian houses would be

left exposed to view. Generally we cover ours with a

surface of plaster or plaster-board' What is this

covering called?

At the same time as the roof was being laid, the walls

of the house were extended above roof level to form

a low parapef. The house owner would need to keep

a roller to press down the roof after the seasonal

rains, when it would become soft and muddy'

There is a story about a man whose friends lowered

him on a bed through the roof of a house where

Jesus was healing sick people. You can read it in

Luke chapter 5, verse 19.
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The roof was the most difficult, and the most complicated part.  It started with wooden roof beams, which had to go the whole width of the roof, resting on the walls.  Across the beams were put branches of trees and shrubs, and then a layer of stray, and then a layer of soil.Then there would be another layer of straw, and then finally a layer of wet clay.  This would be packed and rolled - see the picture at the bottom - until it was smooth.
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At the same time as the roof was being laid, the walls were built up further, over the roof beams, to make a parapet.  This was a legal requirement, because the roof of a house was part of the used space - and people would often be up there.As the clay layer was spread, it would come close up to the walls, so that there would be no leaks in the house below.The roof would need to be rolled after the rains, because the clay would get soft.  We don't know whether a village shared a roller, or whether each house had one.
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In the story of the paralysed man whose friends brought him to Jesus, the friends took him up the outside staircase, and pulled the roof covering apart to lower him inside (Luke, chapter 5, verses 17  - 26).  Afterwards, the house owner would have had to repair his roof!Perhaps the roof beams were further apart than in our picture, or the man's friends wouldn't have been able to get him past the beams.From inside the house, you would have been able to see the wooden beams of the roof, and between the beams, the branches that were on top of them.  It would have been bits of this that fell down into the house as the man was lowered down to Jesus.
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It would be exciting to eaior ,sleep on a roof topl
lmagine you are a Jewish boy or girl living in a house
like this. Write or act a story about having a meal or
spending a night on the roof.

While the walls of the house were being built the
outside staircase was constructed. lt was made from
flat stones and securely bonded to the wall, helping
to give it strength.

The staircase would be useful for the workmen as
they carried up the beams, brushwood and other
materials to make the roof.

Some buildings in England today have outside
staircases. They can sometimes be found on old
school buildings. You may have seen them. Do you
know what the staircases are for?
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Because the roof was so well used in Jewish houses, every house had a staircase to reach the roof.The staircase was built at the same time as the house was built, so that it was part of the structure, not an added extra.  the stones that made the staircase were built into the walls.It must have been really useful to have the staircase when the builders were laying the roof - there was no such thing as scaffolding!




