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President’s Message 

Hello Beekeepers, 
 
Will we ever get a few days in a row with temperatures above 60 degrees and no rain??   
 
Take advantage of any opportunity to inspect the hives, do necessary house cleaning, feed if honey stores 
are low, and make sure your bees don't get overcrowded and begin preparations to swarm. 
 
And speaking of swarms, at this month's meeting- Friday April 10th 7:00 pm - Steve Moysan will be talking 
about the Demaree method for swarm prevention. Steve uses this method extensively throughout his    
apiaries.  We will be meeting in the Church.   
 
Before the meeting, High Tea Volunteers are invited to meet at 6:00 PM for a wrap up of the event.  Meet 
in the Church.  If you can't make it, please email any comments or suggestions to me.  
 
Other April events: 
*Saturday April 18th, 10 AM - a mock demo of installing a package of bees.  Meet in the Memorial Gar-
den.  You will have the opportunity to practice a bee install without the bees.   New beekeepers - don't miss 
this demo. 
*Saturday April 25th, 10 AM - Hands on hive opening in the Memorial Garden.  Bring your veil and dress 
appropriately.  Another 'can't miss opportunity for new Beekeepers.' 
*Saturday April 25th, 12:00 PM - Intermediate Beekeeping Class - Swarm prevention and Queen Manage-
ment.   This class is free for LCBA members and $10 for non-members.  If you are a 2nd or 3rd year (or 
more) Beekeeper, this class is for you. 
 
Welcome to all our new Beekeepers.  Good luck on your new adventure. LCBA is here to help you every step 
of the way. 
 
See everyone on April 10th, 
Marilyn 
Your President 
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Lorain County Beekeepers Updates and Events 

Congratulations to our 50/50 Raffle Winner!! 

March’s Members Meeting Winner 

Lin Chafetz !!  

Don’t forget to get your tickets at  every meeting! 

50/50 Raffle Winners from Beginners Beekeeping Classes 

   Robert Bucknayich 

   Caleb Kolozvary 

  Patrick Bibb 

   Caleb Kolozvary 

Congratulations to Scott and Kelley Danniger for winning the new hive box during the Beginning 

Beekeeper Classes! 

 

Also, many thanks to the LCBA members who helped  with 

classes as well. 
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Lorain County Beekeepers Updates and Events 

Congratulations to our 2026 Beginner Beekeeping Class 
 

 David Arkley   Lisa Atkinson   Jessica Bainbridge 
 Kathy Barber   Tim Barber   Glen Bebie 
 Patrick Bibb   Melanie Bibb   Dave Birckbichler 
 Eric Broz   Dianna Broz   Robert Buchnavich 
 Kristi Calin   Wayne Cashin   Erin Collette 
 Diann Corl   Mark D’Aliberti   Colleen Desmont 
 Joe Desmont   Maureen Duffy   Alexander Duke 
 Kristen Estep   Shanna Finnegan  Anthony Forthhofer 
 Hillary Frishkorn  Annabelle Gilliand  Elizabeth Gilliand 
 Jonathan Gilliland  Kelsey Gilliand   Dan Girard 
 Sam Goad   Tami Goad   Hiliary Gregg 
 Jim Hand   Matt Harley   Conan Hartman 
 Kimber Hartman  Remington Hartman  Taylor Hartman 
 Anne Heczko   Caroline Hendrickson  Missy Holzopfel 
 Barbara Hough   Dave Dough   Donna Houston 
 Chip Ilg    Frank Jaram   Annabelle Justen 
 Rebecca Justen   Barbara Kewish  Agata King 
 Caleb Kolozvary  Kristyn Kolozvary  Kurt Kuenzel 
 Laura Link   Brayden Love   Micheal McBride  
 Erin Miranda   Caleb Miranda   John Norris 
 Kara Odom   Paul Odom   Emma Owen 
 Liz Partick   Wes Patrick   Stephanie Phelan 
 Melanie Phillips  Irving Plascencia  Karleen Radke 
 Roger Radke   Heather Restivo  Logan Richardson 
 Jennifer Richardson  Ryleigh Richardson  Katie Royer 
 Keith Royer   Elizabeth Sanders  Traci Schmitt 
 Malachi Shepherd  Zachary Shepherd  Mark Sissam 
 Trent Speidel   Ron Thacker   Stacy Thacker 
 Jean Vanderpool  Genia Vetrano   Danielle Webb 
 Ron Webb   Gordon Wischmeier  Kathleen Wischmeier 
 Jessica Zurcher 
 
LCBA would like to thank the following individuals for referring new beekeepers to our Beginners Beekeeping classes:  
Amanda Manahan, Maureen Duffy, Norm Groner, Joyce Poesse, Scott Danniger, Val Calderwood, Denzil & Sheila St. 
Clair, Queen Right Colonies and Audrey Gargas. 
 
LCBA would like to thank the following bee vendors for contributing door prizes, water and catalogs to our Beginning 
Beekeeping Classes – Queen Right Colonies, White House Artesian Springs, Betterbee, Blue Sky, Mann Lake and Da-
dant 
 
World Bee Day will be here May 13 – 15th at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds in Middleburg Heights.  Volunteer 
opportunities to help educate school children about bees are still available.  Please contact Audrey at 216-534-6195 if 
you are interested in helping out.  Times are 8am to 1 pm. 
 
Mark your calendars for Field Day on June 6, hosted by Queen Right Colonies.  Come and enjoy a day revolving 
around beekeeping and homesteading. 
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Lorain County Beekeepers Updates and Events 

World Bee Day will be celebrated on May 13-15 at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds in Berea.  We are 

expecting 1,000 students this year spread over 3 days.  For those who have not attended in the past, 

each student is given a passport and they need to collect a sticker at each bee education area to com-

plete the world tour.  Stations have several different topics and are manned by 2-3 people Volunteer 

schedules are sent out in early May and you select your shift you would like to cover!  If you are inter-

ested in sharing your bee knowledge with elementary school students and having a morning of fun, 

please sign up at the sign-in desk. 

 

     Belmont Prison Project 2025 

For those of you new beekeepers in 2026, please read the updated progress of the project, thank you 

cards and a “reprint” of the article from January’s newsletter (next page) 

The Belmont Prison Project 2025 was a real time example of team work. Queen Right Colonies has been working 

directly with the Prison on different projects over the past several years. The three beekeeping organizations 

split the expense and QRC made the Maxant 9 frame motorized Extractor available at cost.  

A success story for sure. Congratulations to all who have given, donated, volunteered and supported all these 

groups. Special thanks to Steve Roth for his compliments and trust that if he made the need of the Belmont Cor-

rectional Beekeepers Club known, we would get it done.  

"Alone ,we can do so little: together we can do so much."  Helen Keller  

Respectfully, 

Sheila St . Clair 
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REPRINT 

 

Inmates get honey extractor from local beekeeping organizations  

Special Thank you to Reporters Sara Crawford, scrawford@medina-gazette.com of the Medina County Gazette and 

Larissa Beriswill,   lberiswill@morningjournal.com of the Morning Journal for great articles and coverage. These local 

publications have been very supportive of Beekeeping over the years and we appreciate all their help.  

SPENCER TWP. — With the help of three local beekeeping organizations, Belmont Correctional Institution inmates 

will soon have an electric extractor to help produce honey from the facility’s nine hives. 

The Lorain County Beekeepers met with the Greater Cleveland Beekeepers and the Medina County Beekeepers at 

Queen Right Colonies, 43655 state Route 162, on Thursday afternoon to present beekeeper Steve Roth with a donat-

ed extractor for inmates involved in the institution’s bee club. 

Roth said the Belmont Correctional Institution’s bee club started about seven years ago and has since evolved to 

where the inmates are practically running the club themselves. He started helping with the club about six years ago 

and has since implemented a master beekeeping program for the inmates. 

“You can’t imagine how much that club means to these inmates,” Roth said. “We have about 60 inmates in there, 

and some of them have been with it since inception.” 

Since the club’s inception, the inmates had a honey extractor with a hand crank, Roth said. Recently, the hand crank 

broke.  “When it did, it showered metal all through their honey, and it contaminated the honey,” Roth said.Roth has 

wanted to get the inmates an electric extractor, and since the hand-crank extractor broke, he decided to call Sheila 

St. Clair of Queen Right Colonies.  He asked St. Clair for the wholesale price of an electric extractor so he could set up 

a fundraiser and later purchase it. After hearing the need, St. Clair told him she’d give him a call back. 

Rather than getting a price for Roth, St. Clair contacted local beekeeping organizations and explained what hap-

pened. Soon after, the three beekeeping organizations contributed to covering the honey extractor’s full cost.“We’ve 

all done this as a group effort to help these men out,” she said.When Roth came to pick up the honey extractor, he 

expressed both his and the inmates’ gratitude for what the beekeeping organizations had done. 

Roth hopes to use the donation to show the inmates that they are an entity in the community.“(The community 

knows) what you're doing,” Roth said. “They think a lot of what you're doing.” 

 

mailto:scrawford@medina-gazette.com
mailto:lberiswill@morningjournal.com
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Lorain County Beekeepers Updates and Events 

March’s Meeting —  

 Shari Baker — Experiences of a Beekeeper  
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Lorain County Beekeepers Updates and Events 

LCBA’s 2026 Beginners Beekeeping Classes  
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To Promote Beekeeping  through Education, Cooperation and any other Efficient Means 

 

Located in Lorain County, Ohio, LCBA was founded in 1919 as a non-profit organization committed to edu-

cating the public about the value of honeybees and the impact  honeybees have on our world.  We provide 

educational appearances upon request to schools and groups.  LCBA encourages and mentors beginning 

beekeepers through scholarship programs for students along with adult education. 

Monthly Meetings 

When:  2nd Friday of each month, starting at 7:00pm to 9:30pm 

Where: Life Church 

  1033 Elm Street, Grafton, OH  44044 

 

Did you know donations to LCBA are tax deductible??? 

 

Lorain County Beekeepers Association is now a 501c(3) organization.  Any donations made to 

LCBA are now tax deductible!!!   

The BUZZZZ Advertising Fees 

Members can place classified ads—maximum 4 lines (approx. 3/4 in by 3 3/4 inch) for free on a one 

time basis.  If the same ad places for more than 1 month, a fee will be charged.  There is also a fee if 

the ad is larger than the size listed above.  Ads will run in the newsletter which is posted on the 

LCBA website and distributed to our member circulation and billed for 12 issues. 

Rates are as follows for ads provided by customer *LCBA Officers reserve the right, at their sole   

discretion, to change, modify, add, or delete all or portions of ads for content.  Terms and policies 

to change. Information posted is a courtesy to LCBA Members and/or a paid advertisement for 

business entities.  LCBA does not endorse or guarantee quality or pricing .    

 

1 (Full) page  -  $25.00 per month/issue             Any questions regarding advertising? 

1/2 page ad   -  $18.00 per month/issue     Contact Lori Keleman at  

1/4 page ad   -  $12.00 per month/issue     BuzzzzWorthy@gmail.com      

1/8 page ad  -   $10.00 per month/issue 
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Please remember to patronize our advertisers!!!! 
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Executive Board Members and Trustees  2026  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Marilyn Teeple (440)355-4419 m.teep70@gmail.com 

Vice President Kathy Beal (440) 773-1635 bealsbarnyard26@twc.com 

Secretary Audrey Gargas (216)534-6195 gargas1@frontier.com 

Treasurer Gene Gargas (330)273-6308 gargas1@frontier.com 

Trustee Randy Leiby (440)381-1956 RDLeiby@hotmail.com 

Trustee Nancy Koenig (440) 829-1745 koenignancy10@yahoo.com 

Trustee Sheila St. Clair (440)647-2602 info@queenrightcolonies.com 

Fair Chairman Bren Leiby (440)381-1145 brenhono77@yahoo.com 

Building Fund Director Sheila St. Clair (440)647-2602 info@queenrightcolonies.com 

Event Photographer Bren Leiby (440)381-1145 brenhono77@yahoo.com 

Buzzzz Editor Lori Keleman (440)748-6204 buzzzzworthy@gmail.com 

Video Librarian Bill Vittori (440)323-4942 billv99@prodigy.net 

Membership Coordinator Gene Gargas (330)273-6308 gargas1@frontier.com 

Community Education Program Marilyn Teeple (440)355-4419 m.teep70@gmail.com 

Youth Education Program Di- Marilyn Teeple (440)355-4419 m.teep70@gmail.com 

Memorial Garden Coordinator       

Media Coordinator Amanda Manahan   media.lcba@gmail.com  
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