Motor Vehicle Division Informational Memo # 20‐03
COVID‐19 Proclamation of Disaster Emergency‐Effect on Certain MVD Functions
DATE: March 17, 2020
FROM: Melissa Spiegel, Director, MVD
TO:
All Motor Vehicle Division staff
SUBJECT
This informational memo explains the COVID‐19 proclamation of disaster emergency issued by Governor
Reynolds on March 17, 2020 and its effect on certain motor vehicle division functions.
SUMMARY
The Governor’s COVID‐19 proclamation of disaster emergency contains several waivers related to
driver’s licenses and vehicle titling, registration, and license plate requirements as well as overweight
loads and hours of service requirements for motor carriers. While the proclamation was signed March
17, 2020, section 23 of the proclamation provides that it is effective March 16, 2020 through April 16,
2020. Specifically, Sections 12 – 17 of the proclamation affect MVD services, and are further explained
as follows:
Driver’s Licenses. Under the proclamation, a driver’s license issued to an individual age 72 years old or
older will not be considered expired if the expiration date on the license is 60 days before the effective
date of the proclamation or if the license expires any time during this declared disaster. Sixty days
before March 16, 2020 is January 16, 2020. Furthermore, for a driver’s license issued to anyone at any
age, the driver’s license expiration date will NOT be enforced for any Iowa license expiring January 16,
2020 and beyond.
ANY Iowa driver’s license with an expiration date of January 16, 2020 through the declared disaster
emergency (currently through April 16, 2020, but could be extended) can still be used for driving
purposes.
Vehicle Titles, Registration and License Plates. Under the proclamation, all vehicle registrations will not
be considered expired if the expiration date of the registration is 60 days before the date of the
proclamation or if the registration expires any time during this declared disaster. Sixty days before
March 16, 2020 is January 16, 2020.


New or transferred vehicles: Customers will not be required to obtain a title and registration
within 30 days. This waiver will expire when the proclamation of disaster emergency has ended.



Vehicles purchased from a dealer: Customers will not be required to obtain license plates on a
vehicle purchased from a dealer within 45 days. This waiver will expire when the proclamation
of disaster emergency has ended.

Overweight Loads for Motor Carriers. On non‐interstate roads only, trucks hauling food, medical
supplies, cleaning products, or other household goods may exceed the weights listed in Iowa Code

321.463 by 12.5% without a permit, so long as they don’t exceed 20,000 pounds on an individual axle,
and their total weight does not exceed 90,000 pounds. Trucks are still required to obey posted bridge
restrictions.
Note: To allow these exemptions on the interstate, we would need a presidential disaster declaration to
be issued under the Stafford Act or other relief to be provided at the Federal level.
The guidance in this memo is effective retroactively back to March 16, 2020.
LINK TO PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION
A copy of the COVID‐19 public health emergency proclamation is attached to the end of this memo.
HELPFUL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
The following questions and answers will provide additional clarification for staff and customers.
WHY WERE THESE WAIVERS RELATED TO DRIVER’S LICENSES AND VEHICLE TITLES,
REGISTRATION, LICENSE PLATES AND OVERWEIGHT VEHICLES INCLUDED IN THE
PROCLAMATION?
The main purpose of these waivers is to reduce the number of customers coming into a service
location during this emergency. Customers DO NOT need to worry about coming into a service
location to renew their driver’s license or their vehicle registration at this time. Also, the waiver
is meant to provide motor carriers assisting in the disaster relief effort additional leeway as they
transport needed supplies and equipment.
HOW DOES THIS PROCLAMATION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY AFFECT THE CURRENT 60‐DAY
GRACE PERIOD FOR DRIVER’S LICENSES?
Iowa driver’s licenses have always had a 60‐day grace period after the date of expiration. This
proclamation extends the existing grace period for expired licenses with expiration dates
beginning January 16, 2020 through the end of the declared disaster. After the declared disaster
the normal 60‐day grace period will apply as usual.
WHY ARE DRIVER’S LICENSES ISSUED TO CUSTOMERS 72 YEARS OLD OR OLDER CONSIDERED
NOT EXPIRED UNDER THIS PROCLAMATION?
Under Iowa Code section 321.196, a customer age 72 and older is eligible for a driver’s license
with a 2‐year expiration date. Under this proclamation, their license will not be considered
expired if the expiration date on the license is January 16, 2020 through the end of the
proclamation, and then once the proclamation ends, the usual 60‐day grace period will apply.
Because this population of customers is considered at higher risk from COVID‐19 and because
they are not eligible for a driver’s license with an 8‐year expiration date (which is the maximum
length allowed under federal REAL ID regulations), that is why this particular assistance is aimed
at this population.
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WHAT ABOUT ANY CUSTOMER WITH AN EXPIRED DRIVER’S LICENSE?
As mentioned above, any Iowa driver’s license with an expiration date of January 16, 2020
through the declared disaster emergency (currently through April 16, 2020, but could be
extended) can still be used for driving purposes. What this means is that law enforcement will
not cite any customer for driving on an expired license in violation of Iowa Code section
321.174A as provided under the terms of the proclamation.
DOES THIS PROCLAMATION HAVE ANY EFFECT ON THE OCTOBER 1, 2020 REAL ID DEADLINE?
No. At this time the federal government has not delayed the October 1, 2020 REAL ID deadline.
DOES THIS MEMO PROVIDE ANY ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE TO STAFF REGARDING MVD
OPERATIONAL FUNCTIONS?
No. The purpose of this memo is to explain the proclamation of disaster emergency issued by
Governor Reynolds March 17, 2020 and the specific waivers that effect MVD business.
IF I HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS MEMO OR MVD OPERATIONAL FUNCTIONS,
WHAT SHOULD I DO?
Please work with your supervisor or county liaison if you have questions, who will confer with
the appropriate member of MVD management as needed.
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