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Mission Statement
Know Jesus Christ and 

Make Him Known as we 
Grow and Serve Together.

Gracious
Holy

3.Why believers must live in a way that is worthy of the
Gospel of Christ?



 The Gospel's Power in a Christian's Life
Phil 1:27 KJV 27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh
the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else
be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the
gospel

1.  What is the gospel of Christ? 
2.How are conversation ought to be like the Gospel of Christ

is:
Simple
True
Fearless
Gentle
Loving 
Mercy

W A Y S  T O  G I V E

Nursery and Kids Church is available babies to 
10 years old. Kids are dismissed right before the sermon.

C l a y t o n  K i d s  C h u r c h
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

S E R M O N  N O T E S

Every Tuesday 6 pm: Prayer meeting via Zoom

Every Tuesday 7 pm: Bible Study via Zoom

September 10 6:30 pm: Small Group Bible Study – Nagles’ 

September 11 Lord’s Supper & Ladies’ Luncheon

September 18 6:30 pm: Small Group Bible Study – Selay’s

September 19 8am-12pm Church Work Day

September 20 Pizza/Salad, Help the church improve guests

1  impressions video training and discussion st

Check our website for calendar of events, weekly bulletin,
Zoom connection, and information to get “plugged in” to
one of our ministries: claytoncommunitychurch.com.

Call to Worship – Pastor Matthew

We Praise You for Your Glory & Rock of My Salvation  

Once Upon a Time, The Story of God  - Mike K

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

Scripture Readings Psalm 149 & Matthew 18:15–20 - Jack

Your Steadfast Love

Message - Pastor Ed

I Have Decided

Closing Prayer & Benediction - Pastor Matthew

Online
claytoncommunitychurch.com/give

In Person
Cash or check via giving envelopes. 
The Giving Box is to the right of the 
worship center as you exit. 

Mail
Mail checks to: 
Clayton Community Church 
2501 Rockford Ave, St. Louis, MO 63144

O R D E R  O F  S E R V I C E U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S



Once Upon a Time: The Cosmic Drama through a Biblical Narration of the World — Rev. Dr. Don L. Davis 

Once Upon a Time: 

The Cosmic Drama through a Biblical Narration of the World 

Rev. Dr. Don L. Davis 

From Everlasting to Everlasting, Our Lord Is God 

From everlasting, in that matchless mystery of existence before time began, our Triune 
God dwelt in perfect splendor in eternal community as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the 
I Am, displaying his perfect attributes in eternal relationship, needing nothing, in 
boundless holiness, joy, and beauty. According to his sovereign will, our God purposed 
out of love to create a universe where his splendor would be revealed, and a world where 
his glory would be displayed and where a people made in his own image would dwell, 
sharing in fellowship with him and enjoying union with himself in relationship, all for 
his glory. 

Who, as the Sovereign God, Created a World That Would Ultimately Rebel against His Rule 

Inflamed by lust, greed, and pride, the first human pair rebelled against his will, 
deceived by the great prince, Satan, whose diabolical plot to supplant God as ruler of all, 
resulted in countless angelic beings resisting God’s divine will in the heavenlies. Through 
Adam and Eve’s disobedience, they exposed themselves and their heirs to misery and 
death, and through their rebellion ushered creation into chaos, suffering, and evil. 
Through sin and rebellion, the union between God and creation was lost, and now all 
things are subject to the effects of this great fall–alienation, separation, and 
condemnation become the underlying reality for all things. No angel, human being, or 
creature can solve this dilemma, and without God’s direct intervention, all the universe, 
the world, and all its creatures would be lost. 

Yet, in Mercy and Loving-kindness, the Lord God Promised to Send a Savior to Redeem His 
Creation 

In sovereign covenantal love, God determined to remedy the effects of the universe’s 
rebellion by sending a Champion, his only Son, who would take on the form of the fallen 
pair, embrace and overthrow their separation from God, and suffer in the place of all 
humankind for its sin and disobedience. So, through his covenant faithfulness, God 
became directly involved in human history for the sake of their salvation. The Lord God 
stoops to engage his creation for the sake of restoring it, to put down evil once and for 
all, and to establish a people out of which his Champion would come to establish his 
reign in this world once more. 

So, He Raised Up a People from Which the Governor Would Come 

And so, through Noah, he saves the world from its own evil, through Abraham, he selects 
the clan through which the seed would come. Through Isaac, he continues the promise 
to Abraham, and through Jacob (Israel) he establishes his nation, identifying the tribe 
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out of which he will come (Judah). Through Moses, he delivers his own from oppression 
and gives them his covenantal law, and through Joshua, he brings his people into the 
land of promise. Through judges and leaders he superintends his people, and through 
David, he covenants to bring a King from his clan who will reign forever. Despite his 
promise, though, his people fall short of his covenant time after time. Their stubborn 
and persistent rejection of the Lord finally leads to the nation’s judgment, invasion, 
overthrow, and captivity. Mercifully, he remembers his covenant and allows a remnant 
to return—for the promise and the story were not done. 

Who, as Champion, Came down from Heaven, in the Fullness of Time, and Won through the 
Cross 

Some four hundred years of silence occurred. Yet, in the fullness of time, God fulfilled 
his covenant promise by entering into this realm of evil, suffering, and alienation 
through the incarnation. In the person of Jesus of Nazareth, God came down from 
heaven and lived among us, displaying the Father’s glory, fulfilling the requirements of 
God’s moral law, and demonstrating the power of the Kingdom of God in his words, 
works, and exorcisms. On the Cross he took on our rebellion, destroyed death, overcame 
the devil, and rose on the third day to restore creation from the Fall, to make an end of 
sin, disease, and war, and to grant never-ending life to all people who embrace his 
salvation. 

And, Soon and Very Soon, He Will Return to This World and Make All Things New 

Ascended to the Father’s right hand, the Lord Jesus Christ has sent the Holy Spirit into 
the world, forming a new people made up of both Jew and Gentile, the Church. 
Commissioned under his headship, they testify in word and deed the gospel of 
reconciliation to the whole creation, and when they have completed their task, he will 
return in glory and complete his work for creation and all creatures. Soon, he will put 
down sin, evil, death, and the effects of the Curse forever, and restore all creation under 
its true rule, refreshing all things in a new heavens and new earth, where all beings and 
all creation will enjoy the shalom of the triune God forever, to his glory and honor alone. 

About the Author 

Rev. Dr. Don L. Davis, (Ph.D., U of Iowa) is the Director of World Impact’s Urban 
Ministry Institute. He also serves as World Impact’s Vice President of Leadership 
Development. 

© 2009. The Urban Ministry Institute. Permission is granted to reproduce Once Upon 
a Time: The Cosmic Drama through a Biblical Narration of the World in unaltered 
form with proper citation. www.tumi.org. TUMI is a ministry of World Impact, Inc. 
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