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n a warm, sunny, spring day
Angela, 17, and her 1 12-
year-old daughter stand
barefoot on the curb in front
of their Hanford home waiting
for the ice cream truck.

Angela is just one of hundreds of teen-age
moms in Kings County, which has the
highest pregnancy rate per capita in the state.
According to Diana Clark, executive director
of the Crisis Pregnancy Center in Hanford,
99 out of 1,000 teen-age girls between 15-19
gets pregnant in Kings County each year.

For Angela, afier a full day of cooking,

ing, changing dirty diapers, fixing any
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Bobbi Barlow, 18, of Hanford, grew up most of her life in foster care homes, and would like to do more for her daughter.

(17
I just wish I would have
waited... and I got everything
together first, so I could cope

with the life I have now.
b
— Bobbi Barlow, Hanford

cuts or bruises, playing with and bathing her
two small children, the tinkling bell of the
ice cream truck outside presents a welcome
relief.

Mother and daughter hold hands as they
wait patiently for the truck, which has just
l passed their house, but will return shortly

after it reaches the road’s dead-end in a few
blocks.

As it pulls up, Angela fishes a few coins
from her small purple-threaded change purse
and buys two “Superbomb” popsicles; one
for her danghter and one for herself.

“I like to buy ice cream for them
whenever I can, whenever I get the money,”
says Angela about her kids. “I like to spoil
them.”

Inside the house, Alissa swirls the purple
and yellow popsicle around the living room,
occasionally popping it in and out of her
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me, but it did. Now, I want to sct a
good example for my kids,” says
Mary who one day hopes to go to
college 1o become a secretary.

For Bobbi Barlow, an 18 year-old
mom now two months pregnant with
her second child, motherhood has
taught her a lesson in self-discipline
and focussing her goals.

Barlow grew up bouncing around |
from one foster home to another,
aimless about what she wanted to do
with her life. When she became
pregnant at 15, she was even more |
confused.

~ “I didn’t know what to do. I

didn’t care about myself.. So I

‘How about the haby?'
didn’t want her to grow up in foster
care the way 1did.” °~ /"

So, Barlow, ‘who currgm]y
receives social security benefits,
decided to finish high school
through the Cyesis program offered
through the Kings County Office of
Education. . After graduating, she
plans to attend San Joaguin Valley
College to study in the medical
field, and hopes to eamn enough
money 10 buy a home of her own in
a few years.
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Having a baby at such a youn;
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free from her gld way of life and
make a fresh start in a new place.
She would like 10 leave behind her
old friends that helped get her into
trouble in the first place and hope-
fully find a new boyfriend to help
raise her kids — one who preferably
has a car and a job.

But chances are things won't
change any time soon.

“It’s hard to get away and do
something different when you have
two kids,” she says.

“I love my kids. And I love the
cute things they do. But if I had it to
do over again, I would wait until 1
was married.”


















