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AGENDA

5:00 PM Doors open
5:30-5:45 PM Audience entering the auditorium
5:45-7:00 PM STEAM Program in the auditorium
7:00-8:00 PM Strolling Reception, Hors d'oeuvres, Musical serenade, Student and Robotic Exhibits, and Author Book Signing in the
Rotunda

Program Highlights

Welcome- Dr. Stan Craig, Master of Ceremonies, Minister at Holmes Road Church of Christ, Lansing,
Michigan.

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement - Dr. Emily Sorroche, Co-Director of the Indigenous Youth
Empowerment Program (IYEP), Office of Cultural and Academic Transitions, Michigan State University.

How to Initiate SPARKLE in Medicine in Diverse Ways - Dr. Ericka Brunson-Gillespie, D.N.P., Nurse
Practitioner at University of Michigan - Michigan Medicine.

The Importance of STEAM and Diversity in the Lansing School District - Rachel Willis, President of the
Lansing School District Board of Education.

A Journey Into STEAM Education - Dedria Humphries Barker, Author of "Mother of Orphans: The True
and Curious Story of Irish Alice, a Colored Man’s Widow." , Professor of Writing, and Columnist for the
Lansing City Pulse.

Author's Insight and Quest in STEAM - Dr. Veronica Wilkerson Johnson, author of "A Sparkle in Their
Eyes: Raising Talented, Diverse Students in STEAM Careers."

Advancing Robotics and Technology in STEAM, featuring an Introduction of the Robot, Digit - Dr.
Jamie Berger, Lecturer, Department of Robotics, University of Michigan 

Musical Interludes - 
Violinist Rodney Lamar Page.~"A Ribbon in the Sky" by Stevie Wonder
Vocalist Kyro' ~ "Colors of the Wind" - "Pocahontas" Movie Theme Song

Closing Remarks and Prayer Blessing - Minister Zachary Pope of the Greater Lansing Church of Christ,
East Lansing, Michigan.

We thank this evening's distinguished presenters for their many contributions to the promotion of
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts, and Mathematics) education and the
empowerment of students!



Our Inspiring Musicans

Rodney Lamar Page is a composer, recording artist, conductor, and
performer with a wide-ranging musical style, from classical to pop. A
native of Southfield, Michigan, he began studying the violin at age 10
and went on to earn bachelor's and master's degrees in music education
at Michigan State University. Rodney Page has performed with various
orchestras, including the Midland Symphony Orchestra, Michigan State
University Symphony Orchestra, and South Shore Symphony Orchestra
in China. He is also a passionate music educator, having directed
orchestras in public school systems and taught at the Blue Lake Fine
Arts Camp in Michigan. Rodney Lamar Page's music is infused with
motivational messages, and he released his first EP titled "Inevitable" in
2016.

Kyro' Smith, born and raised in Detroit, Michigan, graduated from
Alabama A&M University with a degree in Social Science and
Secondary Education. Also, a talented musician, he began his career
as a singer and songwriter, specializing in House, Disco, and R&B
music. Kyro' has released three albums to date: "Cosmic Energy,"
"Lejama," and "Night Out." He has also made appearances in films
and performed on stage with various artists. Additionally, Kyro' has
worked as a radio personality for Audilous and I-95 Radio Stations in
Atlanta, GA, and recorded radio jingles. He has hosted and produced
two music shows for unsigned artists, namely "A Night With The
Stars" and "A Night With The Stars Remixed."

We thank these talented artists who bring significant contributions to the world of music in their
respective genres!
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The Library of Michigan Foundation exists to support and raise funds for the Library of Michigan. Our mission is to
preserve Michigan history and culture, ensure board access to quality information, and promote lifelong reading. You
can learn more about our foundation at https://www.libraryofmichiganfoundation.com/.
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