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Transfer Trials through Errorless Learning while Prompting and Shaping  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* If verbal prompts are used, fade these out as systematically (start with full verbal prompts and then partial verbal prompts, i.e., first sound of the 
letter of the word) and rapidly as you can. A learner who has become too dependent on verbal prompts will just repeat what you say and not 
engage through a social communicative interaction.   
 

Learning through Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) 
 

Course:   
How to teach using Behaviour Analysis in Education? 

Full Prompt 
Physical, Verbal, Visual or Auditory 

Partial Prompt 
Physical, Verbal, Visual or 

Auditory 
 

Gestural 
 

Time Delay 

Independent 

Shaping is differentially  reinforcing responses. During teaching, initially 
reinforce approxim

ations , and system
atically reinforce responses 

nearer to the correct response. Give the m
ost highly reinforcing item

 
w

hen the learner does the appropriate response + social praise.  

Levels of Prompt Shaping 
 

When beginning to teach a 
new skill or a new target 
(example or exemplar), 
deliver your lessons through 
errorless learning. Errorless 
learning is: After you deliver 
the Instruction, with no 
delay (0-1 second), prompt 
the child for the correct 
response, and give the 
reinforcer even if it is a 
prompted response or 
approximation. This brings 
the child to learn without 
resorting to trial and error 
and the learning experience 
becomes positive and 
successful.  This method 
remains the same for an 
error correction, in case 
child has known the skill or 
target but had an 
unsuccessful attempt. 
However, in an error 
correction procedure, do 
not give a reinforcer or 
provide a reinforcement.   


