
Birdlife of Wellington Park  

 

 

Owing to the great  diversi ty in habitat , a large proportion of Tasmanian birdl ife can be 

seen in Wel l ington Park. Sixty -seven species have been recorded, of  which at least 

f i f ty - five are reasonably  common.  

Many species migrate,  some (eg Latham ’s Snipe Gallinago hardwicki i )  to the Northern 

Hemisphere, others (l ike the Crescent Honeyeater Phylidonyris  pyrrhoptera )  shif t  thei r 

a lt i tudinal range, spending summer at higher a lti tudes, feeding on alpine flowers.  In 

contrast,  some honeyeaters are more common on th e upper slopes of  the Park dur ing 

winter than in summer when urn gum Eucalyptus urnigera  is in f lower.   

Eleven of Tasmania’s  twelve endemic species have been seen in the Park.  The Green 

Rosella (Platycercus caledonicus )  with i ts  ‘cossick’  call can be seen in the foothi l ls  

and on the slopes along with the Yellow Wattlebird ( Anthochaera paradoxa ) ,  

Austra lia’s  largest  honeyeater.  Other endemic honeyeaters present in Wel l ington Park 

include the Yel low-throated Honey- eater (Lichenostomus flavicoll is ),  Black-headed 

Honey-eater (Meli threptus affinis )  and Strong-bil led Honey-eater (Melithreptus 

validi rostris ) . The Black Currawong (Strepera fuliginosa ) has a broad range f rom the 

foothil ls to the alp ine zone and is  an important contr ibutor to the di spersal  of  native 

seed. The Tasmanian Thornbi l l  (Acanthiza ewingi i )  prefers dense thickets and low 

shrub to heavily  t imbered areas.  The Tasmanian Scrubwren ( Sericornis  humilis )  is  

usually seen on the forest  f loor quickly  hopping under scrubs and undergrowt h.  The 

Scrubt it  (Acanthornis  magnus ) is  often seen foraging on t ree t runks and branches in 

and around wet ferny gull ies in the lower foothil ls . The Dusky Robin ( Melanodryas 

v it tate ) prefers l ightly timbered envi ronments where it  can be seen singly,  in  pai r s  or 

in small  family  parties. The Tasmanian Native Hen (Gal linula mort ieri i )  can 

occasionally be seen on the f ringe of  the Park near wet land areas. Often in a hurry , 

they can reach speeds of  50km/hr.  

Three threatened bi rd species are found in Well ington Park. The unique sub-species 

of  Wedge-tai led Eagle only  occurs in Tasmania,  including the large of fshore islands.  

I t  is  estimated that  there are only  80 pairs remaining in Tasmania. The species is  



considered vulnerable under Tasmania’s Threatened Species Protection Act  1995. 

The Swi ft  Parrot (Lathamus discolour ) migrates between Tasmania and the south -east 

of  mainland Austral ia.  

Between August  and March the species may be seen in Wel l ington Park mostly  in the 

v icini ty of Tasmanian blue gum Eucalyptus globulus, an important  food source. Swi ft  

parrots may be seen f rom sea level  to 800m during the breeding season, often 

nesting in forests  above the main feeding locations.  I t  is  estimated that  the total  

populat ion is 1000 pai rs . The Swif t Parrot  is  l isted as vul nerable.  The Grey Goshawk 

(Accipi ter novaehollandiae )  is  occasionally  seen in Well ington Park and is  considered 

rare wi th only  approximately 110 breeding pai rs . I t hunts and nests in wet forests  

including rainforests.  Grey Goshawks hunt f rom a perch in the  forest canopy and eat 

other bi rds,  rodents and smal l marsupials .   

Well ington Park of fers  vi ta l habi tat to a huge array of  nat ive Tasmanian birdli fe.  

The fo llowing table introduces species recorded in Well ington Park. Further 

information including species descriptions and bird voices can be sourced in 

Tasmanian bi rd guide books.  

Sourced f rom:  

•  D.A. and A.V. Ratkowsky,  Mount Well ington Walk Map 2004;  

•  Field Guide to Tasmanian Bi rds, Watts  1999;  

•  Tasmanian Threatened Species Handbook,  Bryant and Jackson 1999;  

•  On the Mountain, Ki rkpatrick 1996; and  

•  pers comms Denis Abbott ,  2006.  
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 Notes 

Birds of Prey  

Grey Goshawk  
Accip iter 
novaehollandiae  

 *  
 

Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park. Rare  

Brown Goshawk  Accip iter fasc iatus    
 

Seen sporadical ly in summer,  not  necessarily  in any particular envi ronment in 
Well ington Park  

Wedge-ta iled Eagle  Aqui la audax   *   
Seen sporadical ly in summer,  not  necessarily  in any particular envi ronment in 
Well ington Park.  Probably only  80 pai rs  remain in Tasmania.  L isted as 
vulnerable  

White-bell ied Sea 
Eagle  

Haliaeetus 
leucogaster  

 
 

 Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregr inus     Seen sporadical ly in summer,  not  necessarily  in any particular envi ronment in 
Well ington Park  

Brown Falcon  Falco ber igora    
 

Seen sporadical ly in summer,  not  necessarily  in any particular envi ronment in 
Well ington Park  

Swamp Harrier  Circus approximans    
 

Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park. Absent dur ing winter  

Nankeen Kestrel   Falco cenchroides    
 

A rare vis itor to Tasmania, and very occasional ly seen in Well ington Park  

Rails, Waders,  Gulls and Terns  

Latham’s Snipe  Gall inago hardwick ii    
 

 Occasionally  seen during late dusk in summer f ly ing over the swamps on the 
Mountain Plateau. Migra tes to the Northern Hemisphere for winter  

Lewin’s  Rail   Rallus pectoral is      Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Tasmanian Native Hen  Gall inula mort ieri i      Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park near wetland areas, part icularly in the 
Coll insvale area.  Often seen around the f ringe of the Park.   



Pigeons, Parrots, Owls and Kingfishers  

Owlet Nightjar  Aegutheles cr is tatus    
 

Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Southern Boobook  
Ninox 
novaeseelandiae  

   Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Laughing Kookaburra  
Dacelo 
novaeguineae  

 
 

* Occur in dry sclerophyll  forests   

Tawny Frogmouth  Aegotheles cr is tatus   
 

 Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

White-throated 
Needleta il   

Hirundapus 
caudacutus  

   Large flocks occasionally seen over Well ington Park before a thunderstorm 
on a humid day,  usually  during late summer - autumn  

Fan-ta iled Cuckoo  
Cacomant is 
f labell i formis  

  
 

Ubiqui tous throughout Well ington Park in summer  

Blue-winged Parrot  
Neophema 
chrysostoma  

   Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park. A summer migrant  to Tasmania  

Ground Parrot   Pezoporus wall icus   
 

 Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Green rosel la  
Platycercus 
caledonicus  

*  
 

General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Less common in 
the upper woodland regions. Increase range during winter  

Swi ft  Parrot  Lathamus discolor   *   
Occur in wet and dry sclerophyll  forests  to 800m, prefers Eucaly tpus 
globulus.  Absent during winter when i t f l ies to mainland via Bass Stra it  
islands  

Pall id Cuckoo  Cuculus pal l idus    
 

Occur in wet and dry sclerophyll  forests . Absent during winter but  relat ively  
common during spring and summer  

Shin ing bronze cuckoo  
Chrysococcyx 
lucidus  

 
 

 General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Less common in 
the upper woodland regions. Absent during winter  

Horsfield’s  Bronze - 
Cuckoo  

Chrysococcyx 
basalis  

   Occur in dry sclerophyll  forests , less f requent in wet sc lerophyll . Absent 
during winter  

Yellow-ta iled Black 
Cockatoo  

Calyptorhynchus 
funereus  

   Occur in wet and dry sclerophyll  forests . Increase range during winter  



 Common Bronzewing  Phaps chalcoptera    
 

Occur in dry sclerophyll  forests , less f requent in wet sc lerophyll   

Wrens, Honeyeaters and Robins  

Striated Fie ldwren  
Calamanthus 
ful ig inosus  

 
  

Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Tasmanian Scrubwren  Sericornis  humi lis   *  
 

Present in woodlands and forest . Rare or absent in dry sclerophyll  forests  on 
dolerite ridges  

Superb Fairy Wren  Malurus cyaneus     

General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Rare or absent 
only in the marshes above 900m. Common in areas cleared for power - l ines, 
f i re breaks etc 
Smaller range during winter  

Brown Thornbil l   Acanthiza pusi l la   
 

 
General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Rare or absent 
only in the marshes above 900m. Rarely  seen at higher elevations during 
winter months  

Eastern Spinebil l   
Acanthorhynchus 
tenui rostris  

 
 

 Rarely  seen in summer but  increases range dur ing winter months to become 
widespread and common in woodlands and forests  

Yellow-throated 
Honeyeater  

Lichenostomus 
f lavicoll is   

*   
General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Rare or absent 
only in the marshes above 900m. Rarely  seen at higher elevations during 
winter months  

Strong-bil led 
Honeyeater  

Mel ithreptus 
validi rostris  

 

*  
  

General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Less common in 
the upper woodland regions  

New Holland 
Honeyeater  

Phylidonyris  
novaehollandiae  

   Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Yellow Watt lebi rd  
Anthochaera 
paradoxa  

*  
 

Occurs at various alt itudes in winter but generally  absent from the Park in 
summer  

Crescent Honeyeater  
Phylidonyris  
pyrrhoptera  

   

General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Rare or absent 
only in the marshes above 900m. Al ti tudinal  mig rant leaves the lowlands late 
Sept –  Nov for the high country  for breeding and to feed on alpine flowers. 
Return to foothil ls (and suburban gardens) in March  



Black-headed 
Honeyeater  

Mel ithreptus af finis   *  
 

Occur in wet and dry sclerophyll  forests   

Yellow-rumped 
Thornbil l   

Acanthiza 
chrysorrhoa  

 
  

Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Spotted Pardalote  Pardalotus punctatus     General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Rare or absent 
only in the marshes above 900m  

Striated Pardalote  Pardalotus s tr iatus     General ly occur in dry forest.  Rare or absent only  in the marshes above 
900m. Absent dur ing winter  

Scarlet Robin  Petroica mul ticolor     Occur in dry sclerophyll  forests , less f requent in wet sc lerophyll . Increase 
range during winter  

Dusky Robin  Melanodryas vi ttata  *   Occur in dry sclerophyll  forests  and less f requent ly  in wet sc lerophyll . Also 
common in cleared areas,  or t rees and shrubs bordering on cleared areas  

Pink Robin  
Petroica 
rodinogaster  

  
 

Occur in wet forest areas and gul l ies.  Increase range dur ing winter  

Flame Robin  Petroica phoenicea     
Ubiqui tous throughout Well ington Park in summer.  Restric ted to mainly  
c leared land and dry sclerophyl l forest  (lower al ti tude) in winter.  An 
alt itudinal migrant in Wel l ington Park,  some also migrate across Bass Strai t  

Scrubt it   Acanthornis  magnus  *  
 

Occur in and around wet forest  areas and gul l ies.  Often seen foraging on t ree 
t runks and branches  

Tasmanian Thornbi l l   Acanthiza ewingii   
 

*  
  

General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Less common in 
the upper woodland regions  

Spotted Quail - thrush  
Cinclosoma 
punctatum    

 Mainly  found in Tasmania in the East  Coast  tiers.  Rarely  seen in Wel l ington 
Park  

Whistlers,  Woodswallows, Crows and Finches  

Common blackbird  Turdus merula    * 
General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Le ss common in 
the upper woodland regions. Common in areas cleared for power - l ines, fi re 
breaks etc  

Forest  Raven  Corvus tasmanicus    
 

Ubiqui tous throughout Well ington Park  



Grey Fantai l  Rhipidura fu liginosa     
General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Less common in 
the upper woodland regions. Partial  Bass Strai t migrant ,  so fewer bi rds seen 
in winter  

Grey Shrike-thrush  
Collur icincla 
harmonica  

  
 

General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Rare or absent 
only in the marshes above 900m 
Rarely  seen at  h igher elevations during winter mo nths  

Olive Whistler  
Pachycephala 
o livacea  

 
  

General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Less common in 
the upper woodland regions  

Golden Whist ler  
Pachycephala 
pectoralis   

   General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Less common in 
the upper woodland regions  

Tree Martin  Hirundo nigricans    
 

Occur in dry sclerophyll  forests , less f requent in wet sc lerophyll . Absent 
during winter  

Si lvereye  Zosterops lateral is      
General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Less common in 
the upper regions.  Large f locks occasionally  seen in upper woodlands in late 
summer  

Grey Currawong  Strepera versicolor    
 

Usually  seen in drier forest and at  a lower al ti tude compared to the Black 
Currawong  

Black Currawong  Strepera fu liginosa  *   
Present in woodlands, forest and alp ine zones playing an important ro le in 
d ispersal of alp ine and subalpine seeds.  Rare or absent in dry sclerophyl l 
forests  on doleri te ridges  

Satin Flycatcher  Myiagra cyanoleuca    
 

Occur in wet and dry sclerophyll  forests . Absent during winter  

Black-faced Cukoo- 
shr ike  

Coracina 
novaehollandiae  

  
 

Occur in wet and dry sclerophyll  forests . Absent during winter  

Dusky Woodswal low  Artamus cyanopterus     Occur in dry sclerophyll  forests , less f requent in wet sc lerophyll . Absent 
during winter 

Grey Butcherbi rd  Cracticus torquatus   
 

 Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Beauti fu l Fi reta il   Stagonopleura bella     
General ly occur in woodland, forest  areas and wet gull ies. Less common in 
the upper woodland regions. Common in areas cleared for power - l ines, fi re 
breaks etc 



European Greenfinch  Carduelis chlor is     *  Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduel is     *  Can be seen at  a ll  elevat ions even in cold inc lement weather  

Bassian Thrush  Zoothera lunulata    
 

Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Welcome Swal low  Hirundo neoxena    
 

Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park, but absent during winter  

Richard’s  Pipi t  
Anthus 
novaeseelandiae  

   Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

Quail ,  Ducks, Geese and Grebes  

Brown Quail   Coturnix  ypsi lophora  
   

Occasionally  seen in Wel l ington Park  

 

 


