
KUNANYI/ MT WELLINGTON EXPLORER BUS

The Ultimate kunanyi/Mt Wellington Experience.
Experience the unique alpine environment on our 
fully guided tour. Morning and Afternoon tours.

www.experiencetas.com.au | 03 6234 3336
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Bushwalking in Wellington Park
W E L L I N G T O N  P A R K  I N F O R M A T I O N

Springs Lookout / Exhibition Gardens Loop

A short, well-graded walk with beautiful views of both 
The Pinnacle and Hobart. The track borders the former 
Exhibition Gardens, which were created in the Depression 
years of 1931-32 to publicly showcase Tasmania’s native 
flora. The perimeter track sat dormant for decades after the 
Gardens were heavily impacted by successive bushfires, but 
was restored in 2019 and provides a gentle loop connecting 
with The Springs Lookout.

Leave a plan
Tell someone reliable where you are going and 
your anticipated return time. This will help us 
find you in an emergency.

ROUTE WALK DIFFICULTY DISTANCE TIME ACCESS POINT COMPONENT TRAILS 

1 Springs Lookout / Exhibition Gardens Loop Easy <1km 15–30 minutes SPRINGS Exhibition Gardens Perimeter Path, Springs Lookout Track

2 Silver Falls Loop Easy 2km 1 hour FERN TREE Pipeline Track, Silver Falls Track, Fern Glade Track

3 O’Gradys Falls Loop Easy 3.5km 2 hours FERN TREE Pillinger Drive Track, Bracken Lane Fire Trail, O’Gradys Falls Fire Trail, Woods Track, Fern Glade Track

4 Sphinx Rock and the Octopus Tree Easy–Moderate 2km (one way) 1 hour SPRINGS Lenah Valley Track, Lower Sawmill Track, Shoobridge Track

5 Organ Pipes Great Short Walk Moderate 3.8km (one way) 2 hours SPRINGS / CHALET Pinnacle Track, Organ Pipes Track

6 New Town Falls Moderate 4km (return) 2 hours LENAH VALLEY Lenah Valley Fire Trail, Old Hobartians Track, Lenah Valley Track

7 Myrtle Gully Falls Loop Moderate 4km 2–3 hours OLD FARM ROAD Myrtle Gully Track, Old Farm Fire Trail, Main Fire Trail

8 South Wellington and Smith’s Monument Moderate 6km (return) 3 hours PINNACLE South Wellington Track, Smiths Monument Track

9 kunanyi / Mt Wellington Summit Moderate 5km (one way) 3.5 hours FERN TREE Pillinger Drive Track, Fern Glade Track, Radfords Track, Pinnacle Track, Zig Zag Track

10 Wellington Falls via Milles Track Difficult 12km (return) 6–7 hours SPRINGS Grays Fire Trail, Milles Track, Wellington Falls Track

11 Cathedral Rock from Betts Road Difficult 9km (return) 4 hours BETTS ROAD Cathedral Rock Track

Suggested walking routes (see map other side)

Many tracks and trails 
in Wellington Park are 
designated as Shared Use. 
This means you may be 
sharing the track with a mix 
of walkers, runners, cyclists 
or dog walkers. 

> LEAVE NO TRACE
• Before visiting Wellington 

Park, ensure clothing, 
footwear and equipment is 
clean, dry, and free of plant 
seeds to prevent the spread of 
weeds and plant diseases. 

• Use toilets provided whenever 
possible. If no toilets are 
available, bury faecal waste 
and toilet paper in holes 15-
20cm deep and at least 100m 
from watercourses and tracks. 

• For more information, visit 
the Parks and Wildlife Service 
Leave No Trace page at  
www.parks.tas.gov.au

Safety in Wellington Park
Be prepared and stay safe

→ wellingtonpark.org.au

Sun hat & 
sunscreen

Water &
food

Map Phone

Waterproof
Jacket

Warm
hat

Warm
Jacket

Hiking
Shoes

Walking route descriptions
Choose the right route

Track Users Code
Sharing the Tracks

1

2 Silver Falls Loop

The Silver Falls Loop is a pleasant walk through 
a lush canopy of eucalypts and tree ferns, 
suitable for all walker abilities. Beginning 
opposite the Fern Tree Tavern, follow the 
historic Pipeline Track before cutting uphill 
toward the falls at Fern Tree Bower. After the 
waterfall, follow the Silver Falls Track for around 
600m, before descending back to Fern Tree via 
the Fern Glade Track. 

O’Gradys Falls Loop

Starting from Fern Tree Park, this route follows the 
well-marked Fern Glade and Woods Tracks to O’Gradys 
Falls, with an optional (but worthwhile) side-trip to 
Rocky Whelans Cave on the way. The walk returns to Fern 
Tree via the O’Gradys Falls and Bracken Lane Fire Trails, 
followed by the Pillinger Drive Track. This route can be 
comfortably completed in two hours by walkers of various 
abilities, and is equally enjoyable in either direction.   

3

Sphinx Rock and the Octopus Tree

From The Springs, start out on the flat and well-formed 
Lenah Valley Track, reaching the turn off to Sphinx Rock 
after roughly 1km. After enjoying the views from Sphinx 
Rock, return to the Lenah Valley track for around 20m, 
before taking the Lower Sawmill Track downhill to the 
Shoobridge Track junction – take your time as this section 

4

Organ Pipes Great Short Walk

Encompassing the Pinnacle and Organ Pipes tracks, this 
route winds through sub-alpine forest and across huge 
boulder fields. From The Springs, start on the Pinnacle 
Track, steadily climbing on a wide rock and gravel surface, 
meeting a junction with the Organ Pipes and Zig Zag 
tracks after around 45 minutes. The second part of this 
walk is a highlight for many – passing below the massive 
fluted columns of dolerite rock known as the Organ Pipes. 
Return the same way, create a circuit with the Hunter’s 
and Lenah Valley Tracks, or catch the Explorer bus down 
from The Chalet. 

5

New Town Falls

A peaceful alternative to the busier areas on kunanyi’s 
eastern face, this return walk is popular with locals for 
dog walking (on-lead), trail running and bird watching. 
Climb gradually uphill via the Lenah Valley Fire Trail and 
Old Hobartians Track, before turning onto the Lenah Valley 

6

Myrtle Gully Falls Loop

A lush forested walk in the foothills of kunanyi / Mount 
Wellington – this short return walk is a local favourite. 
The trail begins from the end of Old Farm Road at a rough 
parking area, which is the starting point for several other 
walking and mountain biking tracks in the area – so be sure 
to look out for the Myrtle Gully Track signpost. From the 
trailhead, the path climbs gradually uphill, passing by large 
ferns, myrtle, sassafras and colourful fungi, soon reaching 
the cascading Myrtle Gully Falls. Continue uphill after the 
falls until reaching a junction with Old Farm Fire Trail, 
which connects with Main Fire Trail to complete the descent 
back to the trailhead.

7

South Wellington and Smith’s Monument

An adventurous hike with plenty of rock hopping and 
beautiful scenery, beginning from the summit of kunanyi / 
Mt Wellington. Start on the Zig Zag Track for 150m before 
reaching the South Wellington junction, then follow the 
South Wellington Track across the alpine plateau through 
fascinating boulder formations. As you meet the Ice House 
Track, Smiths Monument Track turns away to the west. This 
route is well marked with snow poles and orange arrows, 
but should only be attempted in clear weather conditions 
as low cloud can obscure the trail and make it very slippery 
underfoot. Note: the original monument (installed in 1858) 
has become severely corroded, and in 2023 was replaced by 
an interpretive sign and a commemorative plaque at the site.  

8

kunanyi / Mt Wellington Summit

This is a terrific trail to the summit of kunanyi / Mount 
Wellington. Visitors looking to explore this track can 
expect stunning views and a decent amount of uphill to 
get the heart pumping. Begin from Fern Tree and follow 
a network of historic trails to the summit, with a chance 
to stop at The Springs along the way for a coffee and a 
bite to eat. Views from the top are well worth the climb, 
but be prepared for cold and windy conditions at all 
times of the year. You may choose to walk back down the 
mountain, or catch the Explorer bus from The Pinnacle. 

9

10

Cathedral Rock from Betts Road

A challenging walk culminating with a very steep scramble 
up onto Cathedral Rock, gaining over 600m of elevation 
from carpark to summit. Starting on undulating rocky and 
muddy surfaces, the track climbs steeply on a zigzagging 
old vehicular track to the Betts Hill saddle. After the saddle, 
the track becomes even more steep and rugged, climbing 
up along the back face of Cathedral Rock. Once at the 
summit after the final challenging scramble, a clear day 
will award expansive views towards North West Bay and 
back over towards the Wellington Range. Some informal and 
misleading routes have formed in the area, particularly in 
the lower reaches of the North West Bay River – so look out 
for orange triangular track markers on the official track.

11

walking track to meet the 
falls. The falls are split into 
three main sections, and are 
particularly impressive in 
winter or after heavy rain. 
Many trails intersect in this 
area and may cause confusion, 
so be sure to carry a map 
and check the trailhead signs 
where available. 

of track is steep 
and can be slippery 
in wet conditions. 
After reaching the 
Octopus Tree from 
the Shoobridge Track, 
return to the Springs 
via the same route, 
or link up with the 
North-South Track to 
make a circuit.  

• Listen, look out, and slow 
down for other track users, 
particularly near corners and 
blind spots. 

• Give way to other track 
users, and be mindful of 
users with different levels of 
mobility, vision and hearing, 
particularly the elderly and 
the very young.

• Be mindful that some tracks 
are designated as walking 
only or bike only – read 
the signs and ensure you are 
using the appropriate track.   

Check the weather before you visit
Conditions can change quickly. Icy winds, 
snow, low cloud and heavy rain can occur at 
any time of year. Temperature drops 1 degree 
for every 100m you climb. 

Be prepared
On longer and higher altitude walks you must 
have adequate clothing. Do not attempt walks 
in snow conditions or poor visibility unless you 
are very experienced, well prepared, and in the 
company of others. Low cloud can reduce your 
visibility to a few metres. All tracks can be 
slippery when covered in snow and ice.  
Be prepared to turn back.

> Ensure you are well prepared for the walk you choose 

WHAT TO BRING

Wellington Falls via Milles Track

A lovely but strenuous hike to Wellington Falls, straddling 
the side of South Wellington on an undulating track 
through sub-alpine moorland, eucalypt woodland and 
temperate rainforest. Wellington Falls is the tallest (and 
perhaps most impressive) of the many waterfalls found 
in Wellington Park, with a long and sometimes technical 
walk involved along the Milles Track. In periods of heavy 
rainfall, walkers may even be treated to a sighting of 
the Disappearing Tarn – a striking ephemeral water body 
which fills a natural depression in the boulder fields 
beside this track. This walk is generally completed as 
an out-and-back route, starting and finishing at the old 
Springs Hotel Site, and walkers should be prepared for a 
full day of walking in a remote area. 

     x Octopus Tree

More than sixty  
native bird species have 

been observed in Wellington 
Park, including eleven of 

Tasmania’s twelve endemic 
species – so grab your 

binoculars and have a look!

100 years ago, the 
mountain’s lower slopes 

were scattered with rustic 
huts, built by members 
of the community as 

weekend retreats.

The earliest tracks were 
made by timber-getters 
and convicts to supply 

the early colony of 
Hobart with wood, 

water, and ice. 

Legend has it that 
bushranger, John “Rocky” 

Whelan, used the bush 
surrounding Hobart for cover 

as he evaded authorities 
following his escape from 

Port Arthur in 1854.

     Fern Glade y

     y Sphinx Rock

   y Upper Wellington Falls

     Trestle Mountain x

     Crescent honeyeater y
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> FIRE SAFETY
• On days of EXTREME or CATASTROPHIC fire 

danger Wellington Park will be closed and 
visitors must exit immediately.

• Lighting fires is prohibited except in 
designated internal fireplaces at The 
Springs, Junction Cabin and The Chalet 
outside of the Fire Permit Period. 
Non-emergency firewood must not be 
collected from the Park. 

> DRONES 
• The operation and use of 

drones/Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft in Wellington 
Park, regardless of size, is 
prohibited without a permit 
from the Trust. 

• Drones/RPA can impact on 
visitor experience, disturb 
wildlife and infringe upon the 
privacy of other Park users. 
Penalties apply for illegal 
drone use in Wellington Park. 

• Report illegal activities to the 
Ranger on 0408 517 534 or 
via the reporting form on the 
Wellington Park website. 

IMPORTANT

     Tasmanian waratah >

The towering dolerite 
columns of the Organ 

Pipes formed 180 
million years ago 

from molten magma 
that intruded into the 

Earth’s crust. 
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Situated at The Springs, kunanyi/Mt Wellington.  
A perfect spot for hiking information, great food, 
coffee or a hot chocolate.

Open 7 days | www.lostfreightcafe.com

LOST FREIGHT CAFE

FERN TREE TAVERN

The official shuttle bus for kunanyi/Mt Wellington 
with exclusive access to kunanyi/Mt Wellington when 
Pinnacle Road is closed due to snow.

www.mtwellingtonexplorer.com.au | 03 6236 9116

A Family Friendly Pub on the Mountain. 
Enjoy great food, and hot and cold drinks in a  
cozy country pub.

www.ferntreetavern.com.au | 03 6239 1171

Printed on 100% 
recycled paper

in Wellington Park
Bushwalking

→ wellingtonpark.org.au
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Looking for more walking tracks? 

> AllTrails.com
> greaterhobarttrails.com.au

Phone coverage
Mobile phone reception is variable. Install the Emergency+ 
app on your smartphone and know how to use it: 
emergencyapp.triplezero.gov.au

→ wellingtonpark.org.au

Tasmania

Launceston

Hobart

WELLINGTON
PARK

     Pinnacle Lookout y

PINNACLE ROAD 
CLOSURE STATUS
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