
Management of the Illegal Track and Bog- Long Marsh 

Background: 

In August 2005 onwards, a new track from Jefferys Track into the north eastern edge 
of Long Marsh was progressively forged by four wheel drive vehicles. Long Marsh is 
an area of high conservation value within Wellington Park. The site is effectively two 
high altitude (710metres) buttongrass marsh areas containing sensitive peat soils and 
is the start of the Lachlan River water catchment. 

As the first 50 metres (approx) of the track is on State Forest, Forestry Tasmania (FT) 
Huon District was informed and joint inspection with the Wellington Park 
Management Trust (WPMT) and Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) was undertaken. 

The matter was also discussed at the multi-agency Recreational Vehicle Working 
Group. The closure and rehabilitation of the illegal track received the support of 4WD 
Tasmania and the multi-agency Recreational Vehicle Working Group. It was 
recognised that the trail was in contravention of the National 4WD Code of Ethics as 
contained in the ‘Cruisin Without Bruisin’ brochure and the Policy for the Use of 
Recreational Vehicles on State-Owned Lands in Tasmania. 

In the interim, an educative approach was adopted with a basic education sign erected 
in the area however the degradation of the site continued at an alarming rate leading to 
track braiding and an extensive ‘bog’ area, particularly during wet times. In addition, 
FT erected a “No Unauthorised Access” sign. 

As the WPMT & PWS had no authority to carry out management and enforcement on 
land managed by FT, the WPMT wrote to the Managing Director of FT in July 2006 
seeking assistance to rectify the existing damage and to work to ensure that such 
access is prevented in the future. The WPMT recognised however, that because of the 
remoteness and poor access to the site, yet fairly open access to the marsh itself, 
options to prevent further incursions were limited. One option identified was the 
erection of pre-used Armour Guard fencing extending the full length of the marsh 
section Jefferys Track.. 

In October 2006, PWS sought advice from Michael Comfort, Rehabilitation Officer – 
Natural Areas, Earth Science Section, Land Conservation Branch DPIW. Below is his 
report. 

DISTURBED PEAT BOG OFF JEFFERYS TRACK 
The area inspected (Photo 1) is currently being used for illegal “mud 
running” and according to PWS staff the area of degradation is 
expanding quite rapidly.  Forestry and PWS/Trust signs have been 
erected on site but appear to have limited effect in preventing 
vehicles accessing the site.  Vegetation is of Leptospermum scrub 
and Buttongrass moorland with a deep peat overlying Jurassic 
Dolerite.  The site is at about 700m elevation and the GDA grid 
reference is 503800 5249700. 
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Photo 1. Typical section of bog hole formed by vehicles driving off 
Jefferys Track. 

 
Obviously continued vehicle access to the site will only cause 
additional degradation and the activity is clearly not sustainable.  If 
vehicles can be excluded from the area it is likely the site will 
revegetate naturally over time.  The site is fairly flat and though the 
peat has been churned up, there has been minimal loss of peat from 
the site to date. 
 
The most important task in rehabilitating the site is to prevent 
further vehicle access to the site.  Given the nature of the site, this 
will not be easy to achieve.  It is suggested a combination of 
fencing, enforcement and education be instigated.  The 
Leptospermum scrub adjacent to this part of Jefferys Track is easily 
traversed by four-wheel drives intent on driving off track.  Any 
fencing installed needs to extend parallel to the track some distance 
either side of the current area of disturbance and must be robust 
enough to act as a serious deterrent.  Enforcement and education 
activities should be seen as an important component in the fencing 
project.  In order to reinforce the fencing message, some limited 
active rehabilitation works could be undertaken to demonstrate the 
commitment and importance of excluding vehicles from the bog.  
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Laying jute matting, slash, erecting tree guards over remaining or 
transplanted seedlings and some signage could all be undertaken 
and should be done in areas closest to Jefferys Track. 
 
Monitoring of the site should be undertaken.  Digital photographs 
from a few locations within the site, with the photo points recorded, 
and the extent of the current disturbance mapped by GPS should be 
completed.  This coarse monitoring should be used to determine if 
any erected fencing is effective in excluding vehicles and if not it will 
give some measure of the rate of site expansion.  It is very 
important that any works aimed at restricting access to the bog, do 
not simply cause the problem to be relocated to new areas within 
the reserve and opened up for mud running.  Once again 
monitoring, education and enforcement are important aspects in 
managing this potential issue. 
 
The PWS continued to monitor the site and replace the signs as necessary. In April 
2007 when PWS had a small excavator working in the general area (closure of the 
Unnamed trail) the entrance to the bog with blocked using nearby fallen tree trunks. 
This was effective for most of the winter period until one log was moved and access 
again opened to 4WD and other recreational use vehicles. 
 
The track continued to be expanded by 4WD and other recreational use vehicles with 
degradation increasing. 
 
In November 2007, the northern of the two marsh areas was burnt with the origin of 
the fire believed to have been from within the bog area. There is now a real concern 
that the burning of the marsh area has opened up the potential for vehicles to extend 
the bog into the main area of marsh. 
 
On 30 January 2008 WPMT, FT & PWS personnel inspected the area and it was 
agreed that measures would be undertaken to prevent further access, especially in 
light of the potential for the bog to be extended in the burnt marsh area. 
 
 
Project Objectives: 

1. To close the existing tracks to the bog area and prevent further access through 
the use of physical barriers, signs, awareness and enforcement. 

2. To rehabilitate the disturbed bog area, primarily through natural regeneration 
of the disturbed site. 

3. To inform stakeholders of the proposed measures. 
 

 
Stakeholders and target audiences 
• Recreation Vehicle Working Group 
• Tasmanian Recreational Vehicle Association (4WD Tasmania) 
• Derwent Valley 4WD Club 
• Huon Valley 4WD Club 
• No Limits 4WD Club 
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• Other Recreational Vehicle Clubs of Southern Tasmania 
• Local Tasmania Fire Service Brigades 
• Derwent Valley Council 
• Huon Valley Council 
• Wellington Park Management Trust 
• Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service 
• Forestry Tasmania 
• Norske Skog 
• Local residents of the area 

 
 
Project Proposal: 
To implement the Rehabilitation Officer’s report with the exception that the proposed 
fence is replaced with logs and some rock as it is felt a post and wire fence would be 
an attraction in itself (theft) and easily breached. The 30/1/08 inspection revealed a 
reasonable supply of fallen trees existed along Jefferys Track although some were 
approximately 700 metres from the site. Although the area is rocky, the inspection 
revealed only several suitable rocks adjacent to the Jefferys Track. 
 
Works Description: 

• Block off the existing bog access tracks off Jefferys Track with large logs and 
rocks obtained from along the edge of Jefferys Track within the State Forest 
(FPP may need to be completed - check with the FP Board re exemption - 
protection of environment?). 

• The logs used will only be existing downers. 
• A large (25 - 30 tonne) excavator to be used to pull the logs out onto Jefferys 

Track and transport them to the bog site (log grabber or drag?) 
• Care is to be taken to minimise disturbance to surrounding vegetation and 

Jefferys Track itself. 
• Where required, the logs to be cut in situ to minimise damage to surrounding 

vegetation as part of the extraction process or to a manageable size for 
transport to the bog site 

• Some of the smaller logs to be placed lengthways in the vehicle ruts up to 
about 20 metres inside the start of the tracks. 

• The remaining and larger logs to be placed parallel with Jefferys Track. 
• At the existing track entrances the logs to be placed two or three deep. 
• If necessary, a small ditch to be dug to sit the logs into as a measure to reduce 

the effectiveness of the log being winched out of the way by 4WD operators. 
• The remaining logs to be placed at potentially vulnerable access points into 

Long Marsh (reinforce where native vegetation could be breached) 
• Place tea tree slash obtained locally (from within Wellington Park - permit to 

be obtained) together with jute matting covering the area immediately visible 
from Jefferys Track 

• Signs to be erected at the site indicating area under rehabilitation as well as no 
unauthorised access. 
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Other: 
Access to the site can be gained from either the Crabtree side and the Lachlan side of 
Jefferys Track. The current condition of Jefferys Track is very poor with several wash 
out sections on the Crabtree side. 
 
It is proposed that as part of this project some repair of Jefferys Track is undertaken 
given the excavator will need to be walked into the site. The work to be limited to the 
repair of the worst washouts with the material available and some drainage to 
minimise further damage (Crabtree side). It is recognised that a separate project 
proposal is to be re-submitted for a funding grant to undertake the upgrade of Jefferys 
Track. 
 
Jefferys Track forms a link between the Derwent and Huon Valleys (Lachlan to 
Crabtree over the Wellington Range). It has been in existence since the early 1800’s 
and named after Molesworth Jeffery who was a landowner near Lachlan and 
controlled access to the valley for many years. 
 
Jefferys Track is a well know 4 wheel Drive track and public thoroughfare. It is 
formally recognised as such in “Cruisin’ Without Bruisin”, a brochure produced 
cooperatively by Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS), Forestry Tasmania (FT), Tourism 
Tasmania, Office of Sport & Recreation and the Tasmanian Recreational Vehicle 
Association Inc (TRVA). The track is also promoted in numerous 4WD publications. 
Jefferys Track also forms part of the Lachlan to Judbury section of the ‘Tasmanian 
Trail’, a trail for horse riders, mountain bike riders and walkers extending from 
Devonport to Dover. 
 
The Wellington Park Management Plan (a statutory plan) provides for continued use 
of Jefferys Track by registered vehicles and horse riders.  
 
 
Status of Jefferys Track: 
Jefferys Track extends from Hydehurst Road, Lachlan to Mitchells Road, Crabtree 
and is 15 odd kilometres long. See attached map. Jefferys Track comprises a gravelled 
public road maintained by the Derwent Valley Council (4.5 to 5 km from Hydehurst 
Road with residences and private property off this road) then a one chain (20.12 
metres) wide road reserve to the Wellington Park boundary. The section through 
Wellington Park is not shown as a road reserve and forms part of the Park. The track 
then traverses through State Forest (no road reserve shown) and onto private property 
at the Crabtree end. A road reserve exists on the first property but the bulk of the track 
is not on it. It then traverses a corner of another property with no road reserve shown 
and onto a third which the track is on right of way, then onto a road reserve to 
Mitchells Road, which is a gravel road maintained by the Huon Valley Council. 
 
 
Jefferys Track Issues: 
The key issue is the current condition of Jefferys Track, particularly the Norske Skog 
road reserve section. Four wheel drive vehicles, trail bikes and All Terrain Vehicles 
(ATVs) have done and continue to do a lot of damage, particularly during the wet 
period. This is compounded by the nature of the soils on the Lachlan side of Jefferys 
Track being constructed only of natural earth material with no road base or gravel. 
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There are several issues for Norske Skog (NS) as the vehicles have done and continue 
to do significant damage to their assets (internal fire trails & barriers to prevent such) 
and environmental damage. They have attempted on many occasions over the years to 
prevent vehicle access to the internal tracks spending around $70,000 in recent years 
with little success. Also of concern is the condition of Jefferys Track and that the 
damage is affecting water quality, therefore NS could be in breach of the Forest 
Practices Code, yet they are powerless to stop the damage, particularly as their 
authority to use etc includes ‘not to debar public access’. 
 
The key issues for PWS and WPMT are that Jefferys Track is a key public and 
management access point to that part of the Park. Also it is considered a strategic fire 
trail and the damage over the wet period makes it impassable and potentially 
hazardous to fire vehicles come the summer period. 
 
The track side vegetation along the Crabtree side of Jefferys Track requires cutting 
back. PWS will endeavour to undertake the work using the seasonal fire crew (obtain 
FT approval for section within State Forest). 
 
It is envisaged that the bog closure work and Crabtree side Jefferys track repair works 
would be in the order of three days excavator hire (FT to cover the costs). PWS is 
prepared to supervise the work on site and will provide the jute and slash material and 
signage. Michael (WPMT) will prepare a communications plan. 
 
There is the opportunity to work this project proposal in with Norske Skogg who plan 
to take measures to prevent/restrict vehicles from entering their Jefferys Track 
plantations. PWS and Norske have commenced liaison re this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grant Hall 
Senior Ranger, Derwent 
Southern District 
 
4/2/08 
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Agenda Item 8.2 Closure of Jefferys Track 

Paper Type For Decision 

Draft Resolution The Trust resolves to: 

• Write to NRE requesting that the road casement be surveyed to
match the alignment of Jefferys Track.

• Write to the PWS and Huon Valley Council to advocate road
management responsibility to be taken up by a public authority.

• Investigate the possibility of any alternative routes that would
enable recreational 4WD user access through Wellington Park.

• Contact the private forestry owner of the northern section of
Jefferys Track to seek information on condition and maintenance
regime of the northern Track section as a safe alternative exit.

• Offer the residual Jefferys Track funding to an agency incurring
costs to resolve the matter.

Summary 

A private landholder on Jefferys Track at Crabtree is proposing to install locked gates on Jefferys 
Track where it crosses his property, and has been issued with a planning exemption from Huon 
Valley Council to do so. If public access is blocked, there is no suitable exit for recreational 4WD 
vehicles coming off the East West Trail in Wellington Park, effectively excluding recreational 4WD 
vehicles from the Park. The 25-26 recreational 4WD permit season for the East West Trail has been 
deferred until this matter is resolved. 

Att 8.2.1 Map of Jefferys Track with management roles assigned (taken from Trust papers, May 
2017) 

Background 

In October 2025, the Trust was contacted by the PWS A/Regional Operations Manager (Southern) 
asking if the Trust was aware of a proposal to gate Jefferys Track and block public access. The 
enquiry related to a development application being considered by Huon Valley Council (HVC). The 
Trust office had no prior awareness of this matter. Opening of the 25-26 recreational 4WD permit 
season, expected to occur during November, has now been deferred until this is resolved. The 
General Manager has contacted the private landholder and is aware that gates could be in place as 
soon as the end of November. 

The issue was also raised briefly at the Hobart and Southern Fire Management Advisory Committee 
on 11 November 2025, in the context of emergency service access and fire trail maintenance. Whilst 
there were concerns among TFS staff, the TFS has no legal standing to compel access in a non-
emergency situation. 

A 1km section of Jefferys Track passes through three private properties between the end of the 
section of Track maintained by HVC, to where it enters the Russell Ridge Conservation Reserve and 
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is managed by PWS. There is approximately 2km of track through Russell Ridge before the Track 
enters Wellington Park. 

This is shown on the map in Attachment 8.2.1. 

Rationale 

Around 5 years ago, the landholder submitted a development application to HVC to build a house 
on his property. Consent was conditional on the landholder upgrading and maintaining his 
driveway. The landholder assumed that this would be the driveway from Jefferys Track to his 
proposed house site, however this was found to apply to the entire length of Jefferys Track through 
his property. Further, the Track was required to be upgraded to ‘roading standards outlined in what 
is required for Bushfire Hazard Management Objectives’, and this work has been quoted at $4.5 
million. 

The Track is located outside of the road casement for the majority of this length and is therefore on 
private land. This is the case for much of Jefferys Track north and south of Wellington Park.   

Fig 1. Relative locations of Jefferys Track and the road casement (dark blue outline) through the private block 
in question. 

Source: LISTMAP 
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The landholder appealed this condition, believing that Jefferys Track is a public road and should be 
maintained by a public authority. The block is bounded to the north and west by the Russell Ridge 
Conservation Reserve. 

The appeal was unsuccessful, with HVC confirming that they were not responsible for management 
of this section of the Track. In response, the landholder proposed to install the locked gates as 
maintenance costs and liability risk are too high for the landholder to bear. The General Manager 
has noted that the landholder does not want to take this action, and has been seeking an alternative 
solution. His preference is for the road casement to be resurveyed to align with the road and for a 
public authority to assume formal responsibility. 

The landholder has made contact with multiple Ministers over the years, and each time has received 
advice in support of erecting locked gates to close the road. Correspondence from NRE received by 
the landholder during the caretaker period in March 2024 also confirmed that the PWS track 
maintenance responsibilities did not extend beyond the Russell Ridge Conservation Reserve. The 
landholder has sought independent legal advice which has similarly recommended to gate the road 
and exclude public access owing to the liability risk.  

The landholder submitted an application to HVC to install the gates in April 2025, and has 
subsequently been given a planning exemption in May 2025, meaning that installation can proceed 
without LUPAA planning approval being required. Fabrication of the substantial forestry-grade 
gates is due to start in the week commencing 17 November. 

Public road assumption 

It has always been the Trust’s position that Jeffery’s Track is a public road, and based on this, a 
permit is not required to drive or ride a horse on Jefferys Track where it passes through Wellington 
Park under the Wellington Park Regulations 2019. 

The landholder has installed cameras on the Track and has recorded up to 100 vehicles per day on 
the Track.  

Jefferys Track can be reasonably assumed to be accepted by the public as a public road. 

• There is a long history of use of the Track back to the 1920s
• Public money has been spent on the maintenance of the Track
• The Trust has previously supported a joint study between HVC and Derwent Valley Council

to assess options to upgrade the Track, potentially to a sealed state highway (paper
presented to the Trust in May 2017). The Trust is holding $9025 in residual funding from
this study for use in Jefferys Track management

• The Track is used by commercial 4WD training providers with no licence required

Recreational 4WD use in Wellington Park 

Recreational 4WD access is contingent on the use of Jefferys Track to exit Wellington Park. Permits 
are issued for a one-way journey from east (Montrose) to west (Jefferys Track intersection) on the 
East West Trail, where the recommended route is then to turn left and follow Jefferys Track out of 
the path to the south (Crabtree).  

The exit to the north along Jefferys Track is in very poor condition, and would not be passable by all 
4WD vehicles, or unskilled/inexperienced drivers. The northern section of the Track is on private 
forestry land, and management is the responsibility of the private forestry company. Due to the 
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road condition, Trust staff do not travel on this section of road and it is unlikely that the Trust vehicle 
would be able to handle the conditions.  

If public access on Jefferys Track is blocked, recreational 4WD users are effectively excluded from 
Wellington Park.  

Action taken 

The General Manager has discussed the matter with Huon Valley Council, Tasmanian Fire Service 
and with the Trust’s NRE nominee. The HVC have also been asked to confirm if this section of 
Jefferys Track appears on their Municipal Map as referenced in s 21(1) of the Local Government 
Highways Act 1982. 

Contact was made with the landholder, who has provided a lengthy account of the efforts he has 
made to resolve the issue in favour of retaining public access.  

An issue brief has been provided to the Parks Minister on 12 November, as the matter does not 
appear to have been put before a Parks Minister. The 2017 Trust meeting papers indicate that the 
PWS was ‘generally’ responsible for maintaining this length of Jefferys Track.  

The landholder has advised that he is currently drafting correspondence with notice of Jefferys 
Track Closure for the relevant ministers, PWS, and the Huon Valley and Derwent Valley councils. He 
is also preparing a media release for the Derwent Chronicle, Huon News and the Mercury. 

The General Manager has contacted 4WD Tasmania about the delay in opening the 2025-26 
recreational 4WD permit season for the East West Trail until the impending closure of Jefferys Track 
is resolved.  

This issue is likely to come back to PWS, as Jefferys Track is the only functional access to the Russell 
Ridge Conservation Reserve, and the 2017 Trust papers would indicate that PWS has managed the 
track maintenance in the past. 

Trust position 

If the Trust is to maintain recreational 4WD use in Wellington Park, then it will need to proactively 
advocate for Jefferys Track to remain open. To remain open, a public authority, either the Huon 
Valley Council or the PWS, will need to accept responsibility for the road. In accepting responsibility, 
the authority will possibly be compelled to take on management of the entire 1 km of track through 
the three private properties. 

Conversely, the closure of Jefferys Track does present an opportunity to alleviate the pressure of 
recreational 4WD use on a critical fire trail (East West Trail) in Wellington Park, without the Trust 
being the organisation that has made this decision, noting that the backlash from the Tasmanian 
4WD community is likely to be significant.  

History has also proven that irresponsible 4WD use on Jefferys Track is unlikely to be deterred by 
gates and other efforts to block access. The Trust’s Regulations Awareness Program has long 
adopted the mantra that more responsible users in more parts of the Park will deter undesirable 
behaviour, a position that supports ongoing public access to Jefferys Track, and permitted 4WD 
users on the East West Trail. 

Recommendation 
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DRAFT - CONFIDENTIAL 

1 

MINUTES OF MEETING
9.30am Thursday 27 November 2025  |  Riverview Room, Hobart Council Centre 

NOTE: MINUTES OF ALL TRUST MEETINGS ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND AS SUCH ARE NOT TO BE 
MADE AVAILABLE OR DISCLOSED IN WHOLE OR IN PART TO ANY PERSON/S WITHOUT THE 

EXPLICIT PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE TRUST 

1. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

PRESENT: Dr C Mucha Chairperson 
Cr M Kendall  Glenorchy City Council  
Ms E Morris  Tourism Tasmania  
Cr B Lohberger City of Hobart 
Mr S Fletcher  Dept of NRE 
Ms T Ross  PWS 
Ms F Smith  TasWater (from 10.30am) 
Ms A Russell   WPMT  

APOLOGIES: Cr J Kelly (City of Hobart) 

The meeting opened at 9.36am.  

The Trust acknowledges and pays respect to all Tasmanian Aboriginal people, all of whom have 
survived invasion and dispossession, and continue to maintain their identity and culture.  

2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS AND RELATED PARTY INTERESTS IN AGENDA ITEMS

Nil

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING AND ACTIONS ARISING

Resolution: The Trust endorsed the minutes of the previous meeting held on 11 September as a 
true record of that meeting. 

4. IN CAMERA SESSION

Not requested.
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DRAFT - CONFIDENTIAL 
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• 

• 

Resolu

1. 

2. 

8. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION / DECISION

8.2 CLOSURE OF JEFFERYS TRACK 

The General Manager provided a summary of an unfolding issue on Jefferys Track, where a 
private landholder intends to install locked gates on Jefferys Track in accordance with advice from 
multiple sources. The landholder has been provided with a planning exemption by the Huon 
Valley Council to install the gates. 

F Smith joined the meeting at 10.30am. 

The core issue is that no public authority has accepted management responsibility for Jefferys 
Track where it passes through three private properties at Crabtree. For much of this length, the 
road is located outside of the road casement. When the landholder had sought planning 
permission to build a house on their block, upgrade and maintenance of Jefferys Track through 
the  entire property was made a condition of approval, and the landholder has also received legal 
advice that they bear the liability for public use of the road.  

Although situated well outside Wellington Park, Jefferys Track through Crabtree is the 
recommended route for recreational 4WD permit holders for the East West Trail to exit 
Wellington Park. In the absence of an alternative exit route, the Trust is unable to open the 
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recreational 4WD permit season, noting that based on track inspections, the East West Trail has 
not yet been approved for opening. The General Manager has been in contact with 4WD 
Tasmania and the Land Rover Owners Club of Tasmania to advise of the situation, and has 
facilitated contact between 4WD Tasmania and the private landholder. LROCT has also provided 
the General Manager with an alternate exit route through the Russell Ridge Conservation Reserve 
to Judbury that is currently being investigated.   

In discussion, it was acknowledged that Jefferys Track could be argued to be a Right-Of-User road 
under common law principles. The NRE Trust member advised that a land swap could be possible 
following re-surveying the road casement to match Jefferys Track. Survey work was estimated to 
cost the department $15K. A land swap would need to be initiated by PWS Property Services. The 
Trust has no authority in this matter as it is ultimately between the landholder and the relevant 
authority. 

Resolution: The Trust resolved to: 

1. Contact PWS Property services and seek to facilitate a land swap.

2. Investigate alternative routes for recreational 4WD user access through Wellington Park.

9. ITEMS FOR NOTING

. 
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Item 11 – Proposed upgrade of Jefferys Track 

1 

Agenda Item - 11 
For decision 
SUBJECT: Proposed upgrade of Jefferys Track 

Prepared and submitted by the Manager 
DATE: 28 April 2017 

FILE: 05-18-15 

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. This report seeks the Trust’s in principle support for a proposal by Huon Valley 

Council and Derwent Valley Council to upgrade Jefferys Track. 

2. BACKGROUND
2.1. Jefferys Track is a historic route linking the Huon Valley and Derwent Valley 

across the Wellington Range. 
2.2. The Track runs for approximately 13 km from Crabtree Road to Hydehurst 

Road.  Approximately 1 km of the Track runs through Wellington Park (see 
attached map) and provides access to the East West Trail and White Timber 
Trail. 

2.3. Sections of the track are managed by different agencies including Huon and 
Derwent Valley Councils, Norske Skog and the PWS.  The Track has been 
treated as a public road and there is no restriction on access apart from the 
very poor condition of parts of the Track.  

3. PROPOSAL
3.1. To provide Huon Valley Council and Derwent Valley Council with the Trust’s in 

principle support for their proposed upgrade of Jefferys Track. 

4. DISCUSSION
4.1. Huon Valley and Derwent Valley Councils are proposing to seek funding for an 

upgrade to Jefferys Track, including the portion in Wellington Park, and are 
seeking the Trust’s support for the project. 

4.2. The proposed project has 3 stages: 
4.2.1. Initial repairs to sections of the Track in very poor condition to allow 

4WD access. 

4.2.2. A feasibility study into a full upgrade of the Track. 

4.2.3. Depending on the outcome of the feasibility study a full upgrade of the 
Track to a sealed state highway. 

4.3. The current poor condition of Jefferys Track limits access to fully capable 4WD 
vehicles.  In recent years the Track has attracted users who seem intent on 
keeping the track in poor condition for various 4WD activities both on and off 
the Track.  This has caused management problems for the PWS and other 
agencies managing portions of the track, including rubbish and vehicle 
dumping, and damage to Park signage and gates. 

4.4. Jefferys Track is an important fire trail which is currently unusable by fire 
fighting agencies without repairs. 
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4.5. An upgrade of the Track will improve access to the Park for fire fighting 
agencies and is likely to discourage the undesirable activities that currently 
occur along the Track and adjoining areas of the Park. 

5. CONSULTATION
5.1. The Trust Chairperson and Manager attended a meeting with Huon Valley and 

Derwent Valley Councils and other stakeholders to discuss the project.  

5.2. The Trust Manager would be involved in planning the portion of the proposed 
upgrade in the Park should the project proceed. 

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
6.1. Huon and Derwent Valley Councils have not sought any financial contribution 

from the Trust. 

7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
7.1. An upgrade of the section of Jefferys Track within Wellington Park will require 

a permit under the Wellington Park Regulations 2009. 

8. CONCLUSION
8.1. Huon Valley and Derwent Valley Council’s are seeking the Trust’s support for 

a proposed upgrade of Jefferys Track.  Initial repairs would be followed by a 
feasibility study into whether it would be economically viable to upgrade the 
track to a sealed road. 

8.2. An upgrade of the track would improve access to the western end of the Park, 
particularly for fire fighting agencies, and should reduce the undesirable 
activities that currently occur in the area.      

9. RECOMMENDATIONS
That:
9.1. The report be received and noted.
9.2. The Trust gives in principle support to the proposed upgrade of Jefferys

Track 
9.3. The Trust Manager advises Huon Valley Council and Derwent Valley 

Council of the Trust’s in principle support. 

(Axel von Krusenstierna)  
MANAGER 

Attachments: Map showing the management of Jefferys Track 
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Table 6 - Estimated Distribution of Recreational Usage of Wellington Park

Use Zone Probable level of use
summit peri-

urban
Mountain

Park
remote
areas

Sightseeing ••• - - - estimated as 250,000 visits
annually

Walking1 - ••• ••• • several thousand visits per
year

Horse riding - • • ? currently limited use

Bike riding2 - •• •• - several thousand visits per
year

Four wheel driving - • • • hundreds of visits per
year, controlled by permits

Trail bike riding - • - - unauthorised use only

Picnicking • • • - concentrated on facilities at
The Springs and Myrtle
Forest

Relative level of usage:
••• High
•• Medium
• Low
- None or infrequent

1 - Includes running, bushwalking, nature study, camping, orienteering, exercising dogs.
2 – Mainly mountain bikes but some road cycling.

A purpose built mountain bike park has recently been completed at the end of Tolosa Street,

Glenorchy.

Four wheel drive touring is strictly controlled within the Park by locked gates and a permit system.

The only part of the Park with completely unrestricted vehicle access is Pinnacle Road to the

summit of Mount Wellington.  Jefferys Track, White Timber Trail and other tracks in the western

portion of the Park are also unrestricted, but the condition of the trails limits usage to four wheel

drive vehicles.

Trail bike riding is prohibited within the Park but still occurs, particularly in the part of the Park

close to urban areas in Glenorchy.

Impl ic ations for Fire  Management Pl anning

The recreational experience for all users could be severely impaired by fires in the Park,

particularly extensive, high-intensity wildfires.  The recreation activities that are of particular

relevance to this fire management strategy are:

• activities that can cause damage to fire trails (eg, four wheel drive touring and trail bike riding)
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For these reasons it was considered that this trail should be repaired and upgraded for use as a fire

trail.  Repairs to the trail have been carried out and it is now in reasonable condition.

Mountain River Trai l

 This trail runs from the end of Mountain River Road to the East-West Trail.  It has been closed for a

number of years.  Fire brigades to the south of Wellington Park pointed out that this trail had been

their only access route onto the East-West Trail, other than Jefferys Track further to the west.  It

was also noted that this trail had provided a potential escape route from the East-West Trail.  On

the other hand there is evidence that this trail was poorly located and prone to washouts.

It is considered that this trail should remain closed with the option of reopening sections, or all of

the route if required to control a major wildfire.  The reason for this are:

• This trail was primarily for access and was not a significant fire control line.

• This strategy proposes to upgrade the Big Bend Trail to provide an access route to the East-

West Trail from the south.

• As large fires will travel in a southerly direction across the Park, it is considered more

appropriate to use brigades from the north and the east to respond to fires within the Park.

Brigades to the south of the Park will need to be prepared to carry out property protection

along the southern boundary of the Park if a fire cannot be contained within the Park.

Knights Creek Trai l

This trail runs along a narrow ridge from the Knights Creek Reservoir to the Big Bend Trail.  This

trail is currently impassable due to a number of washouts and fallen trees.  The main argument for

keeping this trail is that it provides the only fire control line on the eastern side of Mount

Wellington between the Goat Hills and Fern Tree.  The arguments against keeping this trail are

that it runs along the divide between two water supply catchments and there is evidence that

concentrated runoff from the trail may have contributed to a major landslip in the Knights Creek

catchment that has silted the reservoir requiring it to be closed until the slip has stabilised.  The

lower part of the trail runs along the top of a narrow, steep-sided ridge and it is doubtful that it

would be an effective control line unless the vegetation on the north facing slope was maintained

in a fuel reduced state by frequent burning.  However, this would be likely to lead to on-going

erosion that could permanently close the Knights Creek Reservoir.

On the balance of these arguments it is considered that existing washouts on this trail should be

repaired, the trail properly drained to reduce the risk of future landslips and then closed as a fire

trail.  This will allow the option of re-opening the trail quickly with a bulldozer if it is required as a

fire control line in the future.
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In some cases it may be possible to landscape defendable spaces and fire breaks to reduce their

visual impact.  Guidelines for landscaping in defendable spaces are given in MP 6 in Appendix A.

4.9 Stakeholder and Community Concerns

Summaries of the issues raised at the roundtable discussions and community forums held as part

of the consultation program for this strategy are included in the Schedule of Submissions prepared

following the public exhibition of the draft fire management strategy.  This is available as a

separate document.

During the initial round of consultation the following major concerns regarding fire management

in Wellington Park were noted:

• Tasmania Fire Service (TFS) were concerned about the condition of fire trails within the Park,

and access to the fire trail system in the Park for training and familiarisation.

• TFS brigades to the south of the Park were concerned about lack of access into the Park now

that the Mountain River Trail is closed and Jefferys Track is in poor condition.

• TFS brigades were concerned that their existing heavy tankers are not suited to the rugged

conditions in the Park.  Light tankers are seen as more effective.

• Community education regarding fire safety, hazard reduction, evacuation etc.  Tasmania Fire

Service personnel noted that many new residents around the Park were naive about the risks

from bushfires.

• The recovery phase after a major wildfire needs to be addressed in the management strategy.

• Electricity authorities were concerned about maintaining access to their easements and

problems that could arise if prescribed burning is carried out under power lines (flashover

caused by smoke, sagging of lines, damage to poles and insulators).

• Water supply authorities and catchment management groups expressed concern about

possible degradation of catchment areas by fire, including increased erosion and landslips.

• Progress associations and Tasmania Fire Service brigades were concerned about the impact of

fire on developments in and around the Park, including lack of enforcement of existing

planning guidelines by councils.

• Concerns about the reliability of the water supply for fighting fires on the fringe of the Park,

and at The Springs if this area is developed.

• Concerns about possible adverse effects of hazard reduction burning, particularly in sensitive

areas, but also concerns expressed about a lack of hazard reduction close to urban areas.
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