
Sue’s W Drill

Sue’s “W” Drill is an advanced targeting and lining drill. It’s designed to;

● improve and maintain your ability to read precisely where your dog is looking,
and determine what they’re thinking,

● help you learn how to deliver precise information in complex situations, to reach
desired objectives,

● improve and maintain your dog’s ability to pick out a target in challenging
circumstances, and to stay focused on the target while moving towards it,

● elevate both you and your dog’s level of comfort, patience, timing and composure
while executing these tasks.

There is a strong correlation between these skills and your team's success. It is highly
unlikely that your team can be competitive at the all age or master level without the
ability to execute them at a high level. It’s your job not only to develop them but to work
hard to maintain them. In order to do so, you need to start by running this drill several
days in a row, and then twice a week after that.



Setting up the drill:

This drill must be set up and run in the same location every time you run it. Pick a
relatively flat field that has minimal factors and very little visual clutter in the
background.  You should also plan to have the sun at your back when you run the drill.
The easiest way to set up this drill is with a partner. One person can stand at the mat,
and direct the other person to place the blinds in the correct locations.

Start by putting a chair in the center of the test, 25 yards from the running mat and place
a bird at the foot of the chair. The rest of the blinds should all be equally spaced, about
15 degrees apart. Add a 40 yard blind on the right side of the chair and a 60 yard blind
to the left of the chair. To the left of that blind, put out an 80 yard blind and to the left of
that, a 40 yard blind. Continue to add blinds moving to the left. One at 60 yards, a bird
at the foot of a chair at 25 yards and finally another at 40 yards. To the right of the blind
farthest to the right, a blind at 60 yards, a chair and blind at 25 yards and lastly a blind
at 40 yards. Put a white stake and a single bumper at all of the blinds, except for the
blinds at the foot of the chairs. Put a single bird at the foot of the chairs.

What you need to know:

This is an advanced drill. Your dog should have plenty of experience running blinds and
performing the task of targeting in simpler drills like the wagon wheel drill, before
attempting to run this drill.

Corrections should only be made for fundamental errors – a failure to go, a failure to
stop, a failure to come, obedience issues, bird or bumper handling and delivery issues.
Do not correct your dog for failing to target correctly, a poor initial line, running around
the jump or cover strip, incorrect casts or picking up a bumper or bird from the wrong
blind. Remember, this drill is mentally taxing and can be stressful for your dog. If you
apply inappropriate corrections, you can spoil the drill. This is not a drill that should be
used to fix fundamental problems. If your dog is having difficulty meeting fundamental
standards, you are advised to use a different drill to work on your problem.

These blinds are very tight. There will be times when it isn’t clear what blind your dog is
targeting until after you send it. If your dog isn’t going toward the blind you intended to
send it to, you should let it go as long as there is a bumper at the station to pick up. It
isn’t important to be perfect every time. It’s important to be right most of the time. As you
and your dog gain more experience, you will get better at reading where your dog is
looking and understanding what they're thinking. Reps will get you to the place where
you want to be. Trying to demand perfection will likely lead to too much stress. If it’s
clear your dog is “Lying” to you, you may stop your dog and call it back to start again.
Don’t correct your dog if you decide to do this. If your dog continues to go in the wrong
direction, simplify by moving up. Your goal is to eliminate stress, not induce it.



If your dog picks up a bumper from the wrong pile, simply stop your dog, walk out, take
the bumper and place it back at the stake. Leave your dog in position and walk back a
few steps. Then turn around and cast your dog to the correct destination.

If your dog casts incorrectly, stop your dog and recast, or use attrition. Your dog’s
position in the field and how it’s casting will determine what method to use. Be careful
not to call it back into a shorter blind.

If your dog misses a jump or cover strip, stop it and use attrition. You can also simplify
by moving up.

If you feel your dog is running out of patience or is getting nervous while attempting to
target, simplify. You can do this by moving up closer to the blind or by tossing a bumper
to the correct blind.

When communicating with your dog, remember to use your volume control. This rule
not only applies to voice communication but also your body language and movements.
Start very low and be as subtle as possible. Be patient and adjust the volume slowly.
Don’t deliver communication in a rapid-fire fashion. Give your dog one piece of
information and allow them time to process it, do what they will with it and target with it.
Then, assess the change if any and decide what information you need to deliver next.
Continue the same process until your dog targets correctly.

Running the drill:



This is a targeting and lining drill. It’s your job to deliver information to your dog on the
mat so it can pick out the correct destination, lock on it and line to it. It’s wise to start
with one of the blinds at a chair on the outside of the test. Then do the shortest blind
adjacent to that chair. For example, start with the blind at the chair on the left. Most
dogs won’t line at the chair, so you may have to handle to get the bird picked up. Next,
retrieve the blind to the left of the same chair.

It’s not advisable to run past a blind that hasn’t been picked up, so the next blind to
retrieve would be the forth from the left. Next, pick up the blind on the right side of the
same chair. Continue to run blinds in the order I’ve indicated on the diagram.

After running the drill a couple of times, have a person sit in the chairs as your dog runs
to or by them. The same person can move around as you work through the different
areas of the drill. If you don’t have a person to sit in the chairs, you can put white coats
on the chairs.

As your dog becomes proficient at the drill, you can add decoys, log jumps, and
manufacture cover strips for your dog to run through or over. Add only one new element
at a time. You don’t want to overwhelm your dog. Avoid using pressure to get the
desired outcome or you could spoil the drill


