
Last Blade Standing Season Three Testing
This season, each blade will undergo three (3) tests each for each round of testing. This has been reduced
from the previous seasons’ five (5) tests, due in part to the large number of bladesmiths competing this
season. We have established these tests to gauge the strength, sharpness, and heat treat of your sword.

Test One
The Barrel Chop

This test is designed to gauge the overall strength and construction of your sword,
as well as the edge retention. Using a standard, free-standing wooden ½ barrel
(e.g. a whiskey barrel), the judge will vigorously chop your sword downward into
the barrel five (5) times. The blade will be then inspected for edge deflection, rolls,
warps, or any construction issues. Barrels will be flipped or replaced as needed
(determined by the judge and producer).

Test Two
The Pool Noodle Slice

This test is designed to gauge the edge retention and sharpness of your sword. Using
a jig that contains two (2) vertically arranged pool noodles mounted on bamboo cores,
the judge will slice into each noodle two times (left-right-left-right) for a total of four (4)
strikes. The noodles will be examined for cleanliness of cut, and the sword will be
evaluated for weight and balance during usage. The noodles will be replaced after
each test.

Test Three
The Bend Test

This test is designed to gauge the heat treatment of your sword. Using a jig, your
sword will be placed into the base of the jig, which will clamp the end in a wooden
block from the tip to four inches (4”) up the blade. The sword will then be bent
slowly to one direction toward a static bar, until it touches. The bar is placed to
allow a thirty (30) degree bend. The same process will be done in the opposite
direction, against the opposite bar, also placed to allow a thirty (30) degree bend.
The blade will then be returned to the center. The blade will be examined to see if
it took on a warp, or if it returned to dead center.



Scoring
Each test has a maximum value of five (5) points that can be awarded by the judges. Five (5) additional points
are granted to each judge for aesthetics, design, finish, and degree of difficulty. Zero points will be awarded for
a blade failure. If at any point there is a critical failure, or the sword is deemed unsafe to test, as determined by
the judges, the blade will stop being tested and the total score will be tallied. If two blades in a heat both fail,
the heat will be considered a forfeit, with no blade moving forward. This automatically gives the next heat a
bye.

Ties
If two blades score evenly during a heat, the three (3) judges will vote on which blade moves forward, using a
majority rule. This is referred to as a “win by decision”.

Scorecard Example

Blade #
XX

Round
X

Date
MM/DD/YYYY

Chop Slice Bend Overall Total

Judge 1 4 3 7

Judge 2 3 4 7

Judge 3 5 3 8

Totals 22

The maximum total score for any blade in a heat is thirty (30) points.

Anonymity
Judges will only know the number of the blade they are testing. They will not know who the smith is until after
the judging is complete.

Tallying
After a round is completed, the judges will retire to a private location to deliberate. A third party will review and
audit the scores for accuracy. The winners will be announced in each bracket at the conclusion of testing for
that round.

Testing Order
Blades will be tested bracket by bracket in the following order: brass, copper, bronze, nickel. There will be a
testing break after each bracket has been fully tested to tally all the scores for that bracket.



Cases Not Covered
Any case not covered by these official rules can be decided upon solely by the producer(s). Where possible,
the opinions of the judges will be weighed in making any decision that could impact the outcome of the
competition. Rules are subject to change, and notice will be provided to all competitors if this occurs.


