Divorce Home Options Guide
A Private, Neutral Breakdown of What Happens to Your Home During Divorce
(Created for homeowners in The Villages, Sumter, Lake & Marion Counties)
1. Why Your Home Matters So Much in a Divorce
Your home is often the largest shared asset. It carries financial value, emotional weight, and legal complexity.
Most homeowners don’t know:
· What their home is actually worth
· How equity is divided
· Whether one spouse can realistically keep the home
· How refinancing or buyouts work
· What mistakes can cost thousands during negotiations
This guide gives you clarity — without pressure, without assumptions, and without taking sides.
2. Understanding Marital vs. Non‑Marital Property
In Florida, most homes purchased during the marriage are considered marital property, even if only one spouse is on the deed.
Key factors:
· When the home was purchased
· Whether marital funds were used
· Improvements made during the marriage
· Whether the home was refinanced jointly
· Whether a spouse was added or removed from the deed
This determines how equity is divided.
3. Your Three Main Options
Every divorcing homeowner ultimately chooses one of these paths.
Option 1: One Spouse Keeps the Home
This is common when one spouse wants stability or prefers not to move.
Requirements:
· A refinance into the staying spouse’s name
· A buyout amount agreed upon by both parties
· Proof that the staying spouse can afford the home independently
· A current valuation to determine equity
Pros:
· Stability
· Keeps children or routines in place
· Avoids moving during an emotional time
Cons:
· The staying spouse must qualify financially
· Buyout amounts can be large
· Repairs or deferred maintenance may complicate negotiations
Option 2: Sell the Home and Split the Equity
This is the cleanest financial break.
Pros:
· Both spouses walk away with cash
· No refinance needed
· No long‑term entanglement
· Often the fastest path to resolution
Cons:
· Requires cooperation
· Timing may be inconvenient
· Emotional difficulty of selling the family home
Option 3: Temporary Occupancy Agreement
One spouse stays in the home for a set period before selling or refinancing.
Common reasons:
· Waiting for better market conditions
· Allowing time for a spouse to qualify for refinance
· Coordinating with retirement, relocation, or health needs
Pros:
· Buys time
· Avoids rushed decisions
· Can reduce conflict
Cons:
· Requires clear written terms
· Can prolong financial entanglement
4. How Equity Is Calculated
Equity = Current Market Value − Mortgage Balance − Liens
But in divorce, equity division may also consider:
· Improvements made during the marriage
· Who paid for major repairs
· Whether one spouse contributed more financially
· Whether the home was inherited or premarital
A neutral valuation prevents disputes.
5. Should One Spouse Keep the Home?
Ask these questions:
· Can they qualify for a refinance alone?
· Can they afford taxes, insurance, HOA, and maintenance?
· Is the buyout amount realistic?
· Does staying support emotional stability — or prolong stress?
· Would selling create a cleaner financial break?
The right answer is different for every couple.
6. Common Mistakes That Cost Homeowners Money
Avoid these pitfalls:
· Using outdated home values
· Agreeing to a buyout without a professional valuation
· Assuming one spouse can refinance without checking
· Overlooking repairs that affect equity
· Rushing into a sale without understanding options
· Letting emotions drive financial decisions
A calm, neutral review prevents expensive errors.
7. What a Private Home Options Review Includes
A confidential consultation provides:
· A current market valuation
· A clear equity breakdown
· A side‑by‑side comparison of your three options
· Guidance tailored to your divorce timeline
· Answers to questions about selling, refinancing, or buyouts
This is not a sales appointment — it’s clarity.
8. Your Next Step
You don’t have to make a decision today. You just need accurate information.
Schedule a Private Divorce Home Consultation A calm, confidential conversation to help you understand your options.
Or download this guide as a PDF for your records.
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