Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 feet ASL
CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW; CWOP ID: FW1703     Observation time: 2359 EST
Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
July 2026    


DAILY DETAILS (Sundays, monthly extremes in bold)

   TEMPERATURES
DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
1 101  75  84
2  105  77  86
 3  104  80  80
 4  102  74  75  0.08            Gusty TSTM early evening, very heavy nearby S 
 5   92  72  73  1.04            Heavy TSTM dusk then lighter rain
 6   77  69  69  0.07            Occasional light rain and drizzle
 7   79  68  69  0.01            Ocnl drizzle, mostly AM; heavy rain N of city
 8   88  66  75 
 9   86  72  74  0.36            Few showers, distant thunder
10   87  69  73  

11   88  70  71  0.04            At edge of TSTM to W late afternoon
12   89  67  72
13   88  64  74
14   94  66  81  
15  100  74  79
16   96  74  75                  Very smoky, visibility as low as mile
17   90  66  70                  Smoky again but not as bad
18   85  67  73  0.39            Showers, distant thunder at times, still smoky 
19   83  62  62
20   87  56  73
 
21   88  73  73  0.06            Shower early PM, missed downpours again
22   89  70  70
23   85  58  61
24   87  55  67
25   88  60  66
26   89  62  69  0.08            Shower at nightfall, faint thunder
27   90  65  71  0.03            TSTMs in vicinity midday on, never overhead  
28   85  70  70  1.31            Strong TSTM midday; VCTS later, missed heavy R
29   84  68  69  0.04            Light rain sunset till near midnight
30   84  69  73
31   90  67  72
SUM 2750 2105    3.51  0.0   0


MONTHLY STATISTICS

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 78.8 (+2.2)
Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 89.7 (+2.8)
Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 67.9 (+1.6)
Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 105 (+8) on 2nd  (record 105 on 22 Jul 2011)#
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   80 on 3rd        (record 82 on 05 Jul 1999)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  55 (-0) on 24th  (record 49 on 01 Jul 1988)+ 
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    77 on 6th        (record 65 on 24 Jul 1997)+
Heating Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      433 (866)

# Previous occurrence tied
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence

                                   -- more --
Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.51 (-1.76)
Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   19.99 (-10.34)
Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.31 on 28th       (record 5.12  12 Jul 2004)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.31 on 28th-28th  (rec 5.12  12-12 Jul 2004)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)     
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 0.0 on 00 Jul 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 0.0 on 00-00 Jul 0000)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           8 (-0)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           30 on 4th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.23 on 13th, 24th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.50 on 28th


HIGHLIGHTS

The pattern of frequent heat during June amplified into early July.  Triple-digit high temperatures of 101,105,104,102 the first four days marked the first occurrence of four consecutive 100s during 43 years of continuous temperature records at Reading 4 SW.  And the 105 on the 2nd tied 105 on 22 July 2011 for the hottest on record.  Plus, the 102 on 4 July became a new hottest Independence Day at Reading 4 SW, surpassing 99 from 1999.  Three consecutive days of 100s occurred twice before at Reading 4 SW.  Further, a low of 80 on the 3rd became the fifth daily low that failed to cool below 80.  Heat subsided abruptly after the 5th with highs of only 77 and 79 under gloomy skies with occasional light rain or drizzle on the 6th and 7th.  These were the only two days this July with highs below 80.  Strong heat returned for four days at mid-month, including 100 on the 15th, resulting in five triple-digit days this July, one short of the most, six during July 1988.  Unspecified days after the 5th ran near to moderately subnormal in temperature, which reduced the early huge plus departure to a moderate plus final departure of 2.2 degrees from a final average of 78.8.  None of the negative departures was really large, the greatest -6 on the 24th, bolstered by a low of 55, the month’s coolest, which is a typical lowest for July.  Further, eleven days which heated to at least 90 is average for July at Reading 4 SW.  July 2025 averaged hotter at 80.2 degrees despite a highest of “only” 98.  But 20 days heated to at least 90, all 31 to at least 80.  And rather few cooled below 70, none below 60.  Officially for Reading, PA (RDG), the final average of 77.1 included extremes of 56/103.  The 103 on the 2nd surpassed the date record high of 102 (1966) and was the only date record temperature this July during a period of record that goes back to 1898.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rainfall of 3.51” (-1.76) marked the thirteenth consecutive month of subnormal precipitation at Reading 4 SW.  Therefore, severe drought intensified further but was mitigated at some regional areas by above normal July rainfall.  Thunderstorms prowled in vicinity of Reading 4 SW on eight different days.  But their downpours mostly missed Reading 4 SW.  Two that hit intensely were rather brief and included 1.04” on the 5th and 1.31 on the 28th, the great majorities of rain at dusk and midday respectively.  Heavy showers without thunder occurred somewhere nearby but not here on a few additional days.  An early evening thunderstorm on the 4th was gusty but delivered only 0.08” here but over 1” rather nearby to the south.  A mid-latitude cyclone, quite strong for July, traversed Pennsylvania during the 28th, and resulted in a low barometer of 29.50 in*Hg at Reading 4 SW, quite low for July.  The low center, having stalled near Boston, kept regional weather unsettled till almost month end.  Varying frequencies and durations of downpours resulted in quite variable July rainfall totals in Berks County which ranged mainly between 3 and 6 inches with the greatest concentration from 3.5 to 4.5 inches.  RDG collected 3.22.  Wind damage or minor/moderate flooding from strong/severe thunderstorms occurred at isolated locations on a few days this July in the Reading area.  July 2025 at Reading 4 SW brought 4.58”.  Also, unusual smoky conditions caused by wildfires about 1000 miles to the northwest fouled the air just after mid-month and reduced visibilities to as low as a mile.


RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (JULY)

Avg Temp 78.8 – 10th warmest of 43            (71.9 in 2000 to 81.1 in 2011)
Precip   3.51 – 9th driest of 44              (0.29 in 1999 to 15.54 in 2004) 
Snowfall  0.0 – Snow was never observed here during July.
