Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 feet ASL
CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW; CWOP ID: FW1703     Observation time: 2359 EST
Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
December 2025   


DAILY DETAILS (Sundays, monthly extremes in bold)

   TEMPERATURES               *
DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
1 44  26  27
 2   36  27  36  0.66  0.7    T  Wintry mix 0650-1440, sleet dominant type
 3   43  27  32               T 
 4   41  25  25               0
 5   28  21  27    
 6   39  26  29
 7   42  29  35
 8   37  20  20
 9   33  10  29
10   41  29  37  0.16&  T     0  Light rain 1300-1800, little slush after 1600 
                                  & also 0.16 on 10 December 2024
11   39  29  29   T     T     0  Feeble flurries in vicinity AM
12   37  20  20
13   39  18  29  0.07  0.3    T  Light wet snow after 2000
14   34  18  19  0.22  1.9    2  Snow till dawn, wet then powdery
15   27  17  23   T     T     2  Snow flurry around 1900 
16   33  12  19               1 
17   44  18  33               T 
18   51  23  45  0.18         0  Shower after 2100; also 0.18 this date last yr
19   60  28  28  0.49            Showers into mid-afternoon; windy
20   39  24  35
 
21   46  27  27
22   41  22  36
23   38  34  37  0.39  0.5    T  Wet snow to rain dawn to mid-afternoon
24   50  31  37               0 
25   53  31  31
26   31  25  28  0.38  0.3    T  Sleet, freezing rain after 1425, hard ice sheet
27   35  28  30   T           T  Freezing drizzle ended before 0100
28   35  24  34  0.02         T  Infrequent lgt rain, drizzle 1500 on; fog late
29   51  31  31  0.10   T     0  Lgt rain/drizzle, fog AM; windy PM; flurry late
30   34  28  28   T     T     0  Flurry before dawn
31   34  26  34
SUM 1235 754     2.38  3.7    5  * Snow pack depth at midnight
 

MONTHLY STATISTICS

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 32.1 (-4.2)
Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 39.8 (-4.1)
Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 24.3 (-4.4)
Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 60 (-2) on 19th   (record 77 on 29 Dec 1984)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   34 on 23rd        (record 60 on 22 Dec 2013)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  10 (-4) on 9th    (record -2 on 24 Dec 1989) 
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    27 on 15th        (record 16 on 24 Dec 2022)+
Heating Degree Days (Season):    1013 (1877)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):       0 (1288)

+ Most recent of more than one occurrence


                                   -- more --
Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.38 (-1.87)
Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   46.82 (-5.97)
Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.66 on 2nd      (record 3.27 on 12 Dec 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.67 on 18-19th  (rec 3.90 on 04-05 Dec 1993)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      3.7 (-0.5)     
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       3.7 (-1.2)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    1.9 on 14th      (record 8.5 on 05 Dec 2005)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  2.2 on 13th-14th (rec 10.0 on 27-28 Dec 1990)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         2 on 14th
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           36 on 19th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.59 on 22nd
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.34 on 19th


HIGHLIGHTS

Temperatures typical of January dominated December 2025.  The running departure tanked to -8.5 degrees by the midpoint as mild days were shut out.  Every day through the 17th was colder than normal.  A little mildness during the second half along with more cold resulted in a final average of 32.1 (-4.2), which is slightly above the long-term January average of 31.6.  This 32.1 was good for seventh coldest December of last 42 and coldest since 2010 (31.4).  The averages of the daily lows (24.3) and highs (39.8) contributed nearly equally to the anomaly.  The cold, while very persistent, was never really severe but still frequently harsh, especially when accompanied by blustery winds that occasionally gusted past 30 mph.  The lowest of 10 on the 9th was 4 degrees below the average December lowest of 14.  Five other days, all consecutive from the 13th to 17th inclusive, chilled to below 20; and on three days did it fail to rise above freezing, the lowest day max of 27 on the 15th.  Further, 30 of the 31 days had lows of 32 or below.  The one exception was 34 on the 23rd.  Only Decembers 1989 (30) and 2000 (31) had that many.  No January during the last 42 had all 31 days with freezing lows.  The minority mildness featured a spike to 60, but with rain and wind, at dawn of the 19th.  The low later that same day was 28.  Four other days warmed to at least 50, but none above 53.  The 53 occurred on Christmas Day (25th).  Officially for Reading (RDG), the final average temperature was 31.7 with extremes of 11/61.  Like this December, colder-than-average temperatures dominated December 2024, keyed by a low of 8 on the 23rd.  Then a strong warmup toward month’s end, keyed by a high of 65 on the 29th, resulted in a final average of 35.5 a year ago.
 
December 2025 marked a sixth consecutive month of deficient precipitation with 2.38”          (-1.87) and no major amount.  Nearly equal amounts within 24 hours of 0.66” on 2nd and 0.67” spanning 18th-19th and a few smaller amounts comprised the total.  The storm of the 18th-19th was the only all-rain event during which the temperature spiked to 60 when a heavy shower at dawn of 19th mixed warmer air aloft to the ground which was near the time of the month’s lowest barometric pressure of 29.34 in*Hg.  The storms of the 2nd and 26th brought wintry mixes of which sleet was the dominant type.  Precipitation during the 13th/14th overnight was all snow, wet then powdery, 2.2” from 0.29” of rain equivalent.  Rather large shares of sleet, freezing rain, and slushy snow checked total snow/sleet to 3.7”, below the mean of 4.2 but above the median of 1.7”.  December precipitation amounts in Berks County ranged from 2.0 to 2.8” and included 2.21” at RDG, while snow/sleet totals reached 6-12 inches northern half and on high terrain but only 3-6 inches otherwise.  December 2024 was much wetter with a high-end normal total of 4.43 with melt of 1.6” snow.
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RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (DECEMBER)

Avg Temp 32.1 – 7th coolest of 42            (23.8 in 1989 to 47.5 in 2015)
Precip   2.38 – 9th driest of 43             (0.65 in 1998 to 11.76 in 1983) 
Snowfall  3.7 – 13th most of 43              (T in 9 years to 17.3 in 1995)


The cooling year ended 31 December with 1288 cooling degree days (CDD), less than 2024’s 1411 and slightly above the 40-year average of 1147 CCD.  The first CDD accrued on 29 March (1), and the last accrued on 7 October (8).  July contributed most, as usual, with 480.  However, the greatest one-day contribution was 23 on 24 June when the high/low temperatures were 101/74.
