 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Here is the October 2004 Reading 4 SW report.

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 53.8 (-0.3)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 62.9 (-2.1)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 44.7 (+1.5)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   78 (-3) on 8th
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   58 on 2nd

Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    34 (+3) on 23rd

Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    51 on 19th

Heating Degree Days (Season):      340 (363)

Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (1011)

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.07 (-0.76)

Total Annual Pcpn through October: 58.80 (+13.93)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.97 on 30th

Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.02 on 29th-30th

Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)

Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:

Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl: 

Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:        

Days with Hail:                    0

Days with Thunder (Dep):           3 (+2)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           19 on 16th

Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.42 on 6th,7th

Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.35 on 15th

4-Inch Soil Temps showed a downward trend which can be expected during October and were mostly in the 50s and ranged from 67 on the 2nd and 3rd  to 49 on the 18th 23rd and 24th.

   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS

 1   76  47  58                  Early fog

 2   68  58  61  0.06            Evening t-shower, heavier S 

 3   70  46  46

 4   75  43  58

 5   61  41  41

 6   66  36  45

 7   77  42  52

 8   78  48  54

 9   71  52  60

10   65  52  52

11   61  44  44

12   65  41  50

13   64  39  64  0.03            Lgt rain evening

14   57  50  54  0.57            Morning showers, briefly hvy toward dawn

15   64  48  48  0.21            Late afternoon showers

16   59  44  44  0.06            Afternoon lgt showers, distant thunder 

17   57  37  37  

18   59  35  49  0.21            Rain after 1530, mostly late evening

19   51  48  51  0.58            Moderate rain AM, mostly before daybreak

20   53  49  50  0.09            Period of lgt rain evening

21   52  48  48  0.16            Ocnl lgt rain, mostly evening

22   84  51  60  0.07            Lgt rain before dawn

23   57  34  40                  Early fog and lgt frost

24   52  39  49  0.01            Little lgt rain afternoon

25   58  48  52

26   58  44  45                  Early fog 

27   61  41  48

28   61  41  44                  Early fog

29   57  43  55  0.05            Lgt rain midday; ocnl fog

30   65  55  65  0.97            Few t-storms before dawn; ocnl fog

31   74  53  57                  Fog around dawn then pleasant

SUM 1950 1386    3.07  0.0   0

Highlights:

September was a mundane month with moderately below normal rainfall and no extremes of heat or cold.  Therefore, there should be no need to make this Highlights section lengthy.  The mundaneness climaxed from the 19th through the 21st during when the temperature varied by no more than 5 degrees (between 48 and 53) during the 72-hour period and no more than 3 degrees on the 19th.  The range was only 2 degrees (48 to 50) at the Airport on the 19th.  A search of official Reading PA daily temperatures revealed about 20 days with a range of 2 or less since 1898.  Of those, only one had a range of 1 degree, and one day was constant.  

Rainfall was light to moderate except for brief downpours of nearly an inch from a series of predawn thunderstorms on the 30th.

October 2004 ended 12th driest of 22 and 9th coldest of 21 at Reading 4 SW.

An aside: As of this writing, two moderate rainfalls so far in November boosted the year-to-date precipitation total to 60.36 for the second year in a row that the yearly precipitation reached at least 60 inches.  There are still about 4 inches to go to become the greatest annual total since at least 1983.

For official Reading area detailed statistics, see:

http://tgsv5.nws.noaa.gov/er/phi/clidat.htm

Jeff Stoudt

