 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Here is the December 2004 Reading 4 SW report.

Observation Time: 2359 EST

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 35.1 (-0.0)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 43.0 (-0.0)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 27.2 (-0.0)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   60 (-1) on 23rd

Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   44 on 10th

Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    6 (-7) on 20th

Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    17 on 20th

Heating Degree Days (Season):      919 (1815)

Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (1011)

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.94 (+0.10)

Total Annual Pcpn through Dec.:    66.73 (+13.95)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.11 on 23rd

Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.11 on 23rd-23rd

Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      Tr (-3.7)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       Tr (-4.5)

Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    Tr on 14th,19th,26th

Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  Tr on 14th,19th,26th

Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0

Days with Hail:                    0

Days with Thunder (Dep):           2 (+2)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           33 on 1st

Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.57 on 27th,28th

Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.34 on 11th

4-Inch Soil Temps continued the expected downward late autumnal trend till the winter solstice which coincided with a brief but severe cold wave over snowless ground.  Said cold wave caused partial freezing of the topsoil.  A pre-Christmas warmup thawed that ice, then Christmas weekend cold brought back a partially frozen condition which thawed by New Year’s Eve.  Soil temps ranged from mid 40's early to mid 30's for most of post-solstice period. 

   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS

 1   54  40  40  0.95            Rain till late morning then clearing and windy

 2   47  28  28 

 3   46  25  29

 4   45  23  40
 5   55  30  34

 6   41  33  38  0.01            Ocnl drzl, ltl lgt rain after 0930

 7   44  36  44  0.64            Prds of rain/drzl; rumble thdr late evening
 8   58  39  39

 9   47  34  46  0.58            Rain mid afternoon onward

10   48  44  44  0.55            Prds of rain, mostly afternoon 

11   51  41  41  0.02            Brief shower early afternoon

12   45  37  38  0.03            Ocnl lgt rain evening

13   45  35  36  0.05            Lgt showers near daybreak

14   36  26  27   Tr    Tr       Feeble flurry...first flakes

15   36  20  25

16   44  21  33 

17   44  25  25  

18   44  19  27

19   41  17  17   Tr    Tr       Early eve sprinkles then flurries

20   17   6  15
21   34  15  24

22   52  22  52

23   60  35  35  1.11            Prds of rain dawn to early eve incl 20-min...

24   35  21  21                  ...downpour with a little thdr ~1500

25   29  16  16                  A cold but brown Christmas 

26   31  16  29   Tr    Tr       Flurries late evening

27   29  18  18

28   31  13  31

29   45  31  40

30   45  38  40

31   54  40  49

SUM 1333 844     3.94   Tr   0

Highlights:

December was an almost perfect month with respect to normal as both the max and min temperatures averaged exactly normal for the month.  And total precipitation departed only 0.10 above normal.  Only the parameter of snowfall deviated significantly from normal, in this case below.

My impression is that this December was perceived as being on the mild side, especially with snow accumulations lacking.  However, a single severely cold day on the 20th sported the greatest daily departure from normal at minus 22 and contributed much toward offsetting the month’s mildness.  The daily average temperature of 12 on the 20th was the coldest daily average during a December since 1989 when three consecutive days immediately prior to Christmas averaged 12.  Unlike this December, harsh to severe cold dominated December 1989, and mildness was totally shut out.  Besides, the only daily max temperature during December the last 21 years colder than 17 was a 16 on 26 December 1985.  Even more, the very cold daily max temp and average on the 20th were the result of a perfectly-timed brief but severe arctic blast.

Precipitation was mediocre and almost all in the form of rain.  However, thunder was heard on two days.  It was only a little, but any thunder during December is unusual.  Only December 1983 had more thunder days at three.

Standings this month:

Precip 3.94 - ninth wettest of 22 Decembers

Avg Temp 35.1 - twelfth warmest of 21 Decembers

For official Reading area detailed statistics, see:

http://tgsv5.nws.noaa.gov/er/phi/clidat.htm

Jeff Stoudt

