 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Here is the February 2005 Reading 4 SW report.

Observation Time: 2359 EST

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 34.8 (+1.1)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 43.4 (+0.8)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 26.1 (+1.3)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   57 (-6) on 15th

Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   40 on 9th

Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    8 (-1) on 1st

Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    30 on 18th,24th

Heating Degree Days (Season):      840 (3732)

Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.66 (-0.36)

Total Annual Pcpn through Feb.:    7.68 (+0.18)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.79 on 14th
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.80 on 14th-15th

Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      13.5 (+4.1)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       25.9 (+2.0)

Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    6.3 on 28th

Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  8.2 on 28th-1st

Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         6 on 1st,28th

Days with Hail:                    0

Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           23 on 18th

Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.58 on 6th

Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.48 on 28th

4-Inch Soil Temps remained mostly at or slightly above 32 under insulating snow cover for about half of the month.  However, they climbed to around 40 on the 15th and 16th when much above normal temperatures over snow-free ground prevailed.

   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS

 1   39   8  18               5

 2   42  10  22               4

 3   37  22  32  0.03  0.5    4  Burst of wet snow early evening

 4   48  32  34               4

 5   55  28  30               3

 6   54  25  32               2

 7   56  26  37               1

 8   53  35  43              Tr

 9   53  40  45  0.04         0  Lgt shower late morning

10   45  32  32  0.09            Shower before dawn 

11   42  26  29

12   43  29  37   Tr    Tr

13   43  27  32

14   50  32  50  0.79  0.1       Rain began briefly as snow after daybreak

15   57  38  38  0.1             Rain ended much before dawn

16   56  34  35  0.22            Period of rain early afternoon

17   40  29  29  0.01  0.1   Tr   

18   30  22  22               0 

19   35  17  31

20   40  23  31  0.17  1.3    1  Lgt snow/sleet/rain evening; mdt snow late

21   37  30  33  0.25  0.8    1  Mixed pcpn before dawn then ocnl sprinkles

22   44  33  34  0.06  0.1   Tr  Very late evening rain/sleet/snow

23   41  29  29   Tr    Tr    0  Flurry much before dawn 

24   30  22  22  0.33  3.6    4  Snow from late morning on

25   34  15  24  0.07  0.7    2  Lgt snow ended before dawn 

26   42  19  30   Tr    Tr   Tr  Sprinkles/flurries afternoon

27   36  20  30              Tr

28   34  27  27  0.59  6.3    6  Snow late morning on; hvy late aftn/eve

29                               Snow continued into morning of 1 March

30                               Storm totals 0.78/8.2

31

SUM 1216 730     2.66 13.5   37

Highlights:

Like January, February 2005 was bipolar in that the first half was mild then the second half was more wintry.  However, the bipolarization was not nearly as drastic as it was in January.  Although the month averaged above normal in temperature, extreme warmth was absent as the maximum temperature failed to reach 60.  The average February extreme maximum temperature has been 63 during the last 21 years.  Meanwhile, the extreme minimum temperature of 8 above has been quite typical.  That minimum happened early on the first over snow cover left over by January’s snowfalls.  However, a moderating trend during the first week caused that snow cover to slowly ablate away.  Then mainly mild conditions over snow-free ground prevailed till past the midpoint.

The aforementioned mildness allowed nothing more than a few brief dustings or light coatings of new snow before the 20th.  Then the final eight and a half days, with moderately colder than normal temperatures, brought three significant snowfalls in which each outdid its predecessor.  However, the final of the three, which continued into the early hours of 1 March, could be considered as only in the low-end major category.  Nevertheless, the sum of the minor and the more significant snowfalls resulted in a moderately above normal snowfall total.  And this was all during a winter month that averaged slightly above normal in temperature and slightly below normal in total precipitation.

Standings this month:

Avg Temp 34.8 - tenth warmest of 21 Februarys

Precip 2.66 - ninth driest of 23 Februarys

Snowfall 13.5 – seventh snowiest of 23 Februarys

For official Reading area detailed statistics, see:

http://tgsv5.nws.noaa.gov/er/phi/clidat.htm

Jeff Stoudt

