 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Here is the March 2005 Reading 4 SW report.

Observation Time: 2359 EST

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 37.7 (-4.1)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 46.8 (-5.2)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 28.7 (-2.8)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   67 (-8) on 7th

Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   42 on 29th

Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    16 (+1) on 10th

Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    31 on 9th
Heating Degree Days (Season):      838 (4570)

Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.58 (+0.42)

Total Annual Pcpn through March:   12.26 (+0.60)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.97 on 28th
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    2.30 on 27th-28th

Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      2.3 (-2.3)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       28.2 (-0.3)

Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    1.9 on 1st

Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  1.9 on 1st-1st

Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         8 on 1st
Days with Hail:                    0

Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-1)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           30 on 8th

Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.20 on 22nd

Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.12 on 8th

4-Inch Soil Temps lingered at or a little above freezing during the first ten days under melting snow cover then trended upward to the mid 40s by the end of the month and reached a max of 51 on the 30th. 

   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS

 1   39  27  31  0.18  1.9    8  Lgt snow till mid morning

 2   34  25  25  0.01  0.1    7  Snow shower before dawn

 3   35  20  25               5

 4   36  19  25               3

 5   41  17  25               1

 6   53  23  35              Tr

 7   67  33  59

 8   59  19  19  0.27  0.3   Tr  Showers ended as burst of snow during morning

 9   31  17  23

10   34  16  29 

11   44  28  34  0.02  Tr    Tr  Very late eve snow shower, very slight accum

12   45  27  34  0.03  Tr    Tr  Early eve snow shower, very slight accum

13   44  27  35

14   39  28  30

15   45  24  30

16   46  27  29

17   48  29  36   

18   53  27  33 

19   56  27  42

20   44  40  41  0.19            Ocnl mainly lgt rain evening; foggy PM

21   45  39  40  0.01            Leftover lgt shower well before dawn

22   55  30  44

23   44  34  34  1.37  Tr        Rain, hvy at times, ended as little snow late 

24   45  33  41  0.02  Tr        Snow shower before dawn then ocnl sprinkles

25   47  32  32 

26   49  32  43   Tr

27   49  40  40  0.46            Rain from late afternoon on  (EASTER)

28   46  36  46  1.97            Rain, hvy at times during afternoon

29   57  42  42  0.05            Rain ended long before dawn

30   65  34  45

31   55  37  47

SUM 1450 889     4.58  2.3   24

Highlights:

This March featured a typical transition from winter to spring.  However, cold was more persisted, and early warmth was more lacking than usual; thus, resulting in a colder-than-normal March overall.  But the extreme min temp of 16 cannot be considered unusual.

A sharp cold front passage around daybreak of the 8th sent temperatures tumbling from the upper 50s to the 20s within a few hours.  And rain showers changed to snow before ending.  A strong clipper-type low tracked north of Pennsylvania during the 7th and allowed warm air to make a brief visit in an otherwise wintry weather pattern.

Snowfall could have been much greater if normal precipitation had accompanied the persistent cold spell.  However, a blocking pattern deflected most of the moisture to the south.  A sizeable short-term precipitation deficit developed as a result of getting only a few minor doses of precipitation.

But then a pair of copious precipitation producers soaked the area during the spring part of March and catapulted the month total into the high-end normal range.

Standings this month:

Avg Temp 37.7 - fourth coldest of 21 Marches

Precip 4.58 - ninth wettest of 23 Marches

Snowfall 2.3 – eleventh snowiest of 23 Marches

For official Reading area detailed statistics, see:

http://tgsv5.nws.noaa.gov/er/phi/clidat.htm

Jeff Stoudt

