 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA; Lat 40N19.0’, Lon 75W59.3’, Elev 320 ft MSL

June 2005

Observation Time: 2359 EST

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 74.4 (+3.2)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 84.5 (+2.2)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 64.2 (+4.1)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   94 (-0) on 8th,26th,28th

Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   75 on 14h

Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    53 (+7) on 1st

Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    63 on 3rd

Heating Degree Days (Season):       6 (5118)

Cooling Degree Days (Season):     296 (318)

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.77 (-0.25)

Total Annual Pcpn through June:   23.51 (-2.85)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        3.24 on 6th

Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    3.24 on 6th-6th

Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       28.2 (-1.7)

Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:     0.0

Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:   0.0

Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:            0

Days with Hail:                       1

Days with Thunder (Dep):              4 (-2)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           22 on 6th

Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.27 on 20h

Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.53 on 16th

4-Inch Soil Temps showed a net increase of about 10 degrees from beginning to end and ranged from 58 on 2nd to 89 on the 28th.

   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS

 1   79  53  58

 2   75  56  60

 3   63  56  62  0.36            Periods of rain and drizzle

 4   76  61  62  0.09            Lgt rain/drizzle till daybreak

 5   88  58  76

 6   90  66  66  3.24 Hail       Very hvy mid aftn tstms; hail to penny size

 7   89  65  73                  Early morning dense fog 

 8   94  65  76

 9   90  69  73  0.31            Early evening thundershower 

10   87  73  77  0.02            Light shower at dawn 

11   89  74  77  0.04            Ditto.  Thdr dsnt W late in day

12   90  73  76

13   91  72  78

14   92  75  81

15   86  74  74

16   82  60  60

17   75  56  57 

18   72  56  60 

19   72  57  58

20   78  54  62

21   83  57  70

22   84  63  64 

23   83  54  67

24   87  61  74

25   93  66  75 

26   94  69  75

27   84  71  73  0.05            Few light showers PM

28   94  72  77  0.02            Shower long before dawn

29   88  72  72  0.64            Late aftn tstm; early eve lgt t-shower

30   88  69  74   Tr             Rain ended long before dawn

31

SUM 2536 1927    4.77   0.0   0

Highlights:

June was a total reversal from May temperature-wise, and dryness continued outside of those locally torrential downpours on the 6th.  During 22 years of temperature records at Reading 4 SW, the pattern flipped from the coolest May to the hottest June.  Historically, Reading officially flipped from 6th coolest May to a tie for 5th hottest June according to temperature records back to 1898.  June heat was not extreme, but there was a persistence of moderate heat and only brief and modest coolness.  The June minimum temperature of 53 was a new station record for the least cool June minimum.

June rainfall at Reading 4 SW totaled in the low-end normal range, but that total was mostly the result of a locally heavy thunderstorm complex that lingered over Reading’s western suburbs during the afternoon of the 6th.  And then there was a long dry period with little rain after the 6th until almost the end of the month when thunderstorms were locally heavy in some areas.  Many parts of Berks County missed all of the heavy downpours opportunities and had another dry month as a result.  The Reading Airport got only 0.21 on the 6th and only 1.43 for the month.  The combined May/June total of 2.45 at the Airport was second only to 2.40 in 1966 for the driest May/June combo in 136 years of official Reading area precipitation records.  

On 6 June, heavy thunderstorms were scattered over Pennsylvania by midday in response to the progression of a strong upper level trough and cooling aloft from the Great Lakes.  A new thunderstorm developed over southwestern Berks County around 2 PM and spread toward Center City and dissipated.  But it regenerated a couple of times more during the next two hours.  The result was a series of heavy downpours that drenched Reading’s western suburbs with 2 to 4 inches of rain, which was at times accompanied by hail up to penny size (0.75 inch) at Reading 4 SW.  There was a second-hand report of quarter-size hail at nearby West Lawn.  The 3.24 rainfall at Reading 4 SW was second greatest calendar day rainfall in June since 1983.  The 3.24 day total included a small amount from dissipating thunderstorms that arrived during the early evening.

Standings this month:

Avg Temp 74.4 - first hottest of 22 Junes;

Precip 4.77 - eighth wettest of 23 Junes.

For official Reading area detailed statistics, see:

http://tgsv5.nws.noaa.gov/er/phi/clidat.htm

Jeff Stoudt

