 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA; Lat 40N19.0’, Lon 75W59.3’, Elev 320 ft MSL

August 2005

Observation Time: 2359 EST

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 77.4 (+3.7)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 86.5 (+2.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 68.3 (+5.0)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   97 (+3) on 13th

Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   79 on 13th

Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    54 (+3) on 25th

Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    74 on 16th,19th
Heating Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)

Cooling Degree Days (Season):      393 (1103)

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 1.46 (-2.95)

Total Annual Pcpn through August:  31.76 (-4.19)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.32 on 28th
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.48 on 27th-28th
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)

Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0

Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0

Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0

Days with Hail:                    0

Days with Thunder (Dep):           3 (-3)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           22 on 31st

Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.25 on 25th

Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.49 on 31st
4-Inch Soil Temps varied mostly between 75 and 85 but ranged from 68 on 25th to 91 on 13th,14th.
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS

 1   87  70  76

 2   93  71  77
 3   95  71  78
 4   96  73  83
 5   92  77  77   Tr
 6   86  71  71
 7   87  70  74  0.04            Lgt rain early daylight, tstm N mid aftn
 8   83  69  69  0.29            Late aftn tstm; much hvr E and W
 9   82  69  70  0.03            Ocnl lgt rain AM
10   88  68  75 

11   92  70  75
12   95  71  83
13   97  79  83
14   95  77  77  0.02            Evening tstms; missed nearby downpours
15   84  72  73

16   74  65  65  0.19            Lgt rain late morning into afternoon
17   86  63  69 

18   86  62  74 

19   74  69  69  0.29            Showers, mostly late morning
20   86  69  78
21   92  69  69
22   85  62  65 

23   82  58  66 

24   82  60  60
25   84  54  66 

26   83  60  70
27   80  66  72  0.20            Midday showers; lgt rain very late evening
28   79  69  71  0.32            Light rain AM
29   85  70  75

30   85  74  78   Tr
31   87  70  70  0.08            Few brief afternoon showers
SUM 2682 2118    1.46   0.0   0

Highlights:

Heat and humidity dominated August 2005; however, rainfall totaled far below expectations for a humid summer month. Nevertheless, high humidity kept daily minimum temperatures sultry for the majority of the month.  And it was chiefly the anomalous minimum temperatures that contributed to the hottest August of the last 22 at Reading 4 SW. Officially for the Reading area, instrumentation at the Airport (KRDG) registered an average temperature of 76.7 which turned out to be tie for the fifth hottest August in 108 years.  Reading seemed to be on its way to the hottest August by far as of the month’s midpoint, but three min temps in the 50s and four max temps in the 70s during the second half, though not extreme for late August coolness, was enough to drag down the average a few places.
Following are a few new August month records for Reading 4 SW:

· Hottest average monthly temperature of 77.4; previously 77.0 in 2001,

· Warmest average of daily min temps of 68.3; previously 67.3 in 2003,

· Most cooling degree days of 393; previously 379 in 2001, and,

· Warmest daily min temp of 79; previously 78 on 12th and 15th in 1988.

As already stated, rainfall was very deficient despite high humidity most of the month. The monthly total of 1.46 placed second least during 23 years of rainfall records at Reading 4 SW.  However, this was amongst the lowest August totals in Berks County, even though no excessive totals were reported within the County.  A few locations that got some thunderstorm downpours totaled nearly 4 inches, but that is still a bit subnormal.  Combined with low rainfall during the final third of July and numerous scorching hot days, lawns and gardens were in need of frequent supplemental watering.  Unwatered lawns turned brown before mid month, and only turned browner during the second half.
Standings this month:

Avg Temp 77.4 – first hottest of 22 Augusts

Precip 1.46 – second driest of 23 Augusts

For official Reading area detailed statistics, see:

http://tgsv5.nws.noaa.gov/er/phi/clidat.htm

Jeff Stoudt

