 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;    Lat 40N19.0’, Lon 75W59.3’, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.8 S               Observation time: 2359 EST

February 2006
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 34.4 (+0.7)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 43.0 (+0.4)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 25.9 (+1.1)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   61 (-1) on 16th
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   41 on 3rd
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    14 (+5) on 19th
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    29 on 19th
Heating Degree Days (Season):      847 (3436)

Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.53 (-0.49)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   7.85 (+0.35)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.90 on 3rd
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.93 on 11th-12th
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      11.9 (+2.7)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       23.6 (-1.1)

Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    7.9 on 12th
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  11.3 on 11th-12th
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         11
Days with Hail:                    0

Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (+1)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           30 on 17th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.42 on 19th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.23 on 4th
4-Inch Soil Temps showed a gradual declining trend from around 40 early in the month to around 35 late in the month and ranged from 47 on the 3rd to 34 on numerous days after the 19th.
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS

 1   41  32  32               0
 2   54  30  46  0.01            Rain began near midnight
 3   60  41  41  0.90            Rain till 0800 then clearing and warm
 4   53  38  48  0.57            Showers and thundershowers
 5   48  36  36
 6   41  33  34   Tr    Tr    0  Feeble flurries
 7   39  30  31
 8   36  23  28   Tr    Tr    0  Flurries
 9   35  24  28  0.01   0.1  Tr  Snow shower at daybreak, dusting
10   38  26  29
11   38  29  30  0.34   3.4   3  Wet snow from late afternoon
12   33  25  25  0.59   7.9   9  Snow, heavy at times, till 0800; flurries later
13   37  16  30   Tr    Tr    7  Flurries
14   43  26  29               5
15   58  23  36               2
16   61  30  56              Tr
17   57  33  33  0.05         0  Showers at daybreak and around 1000.
18   35  16  16   Tr    Tr    0  Midday flurries
19   29  14  22
20   38  21  23
21   43  18  27
22   43  24  37  

23   48  31  40  0.03   Tr    0  Slushy rain shower ~1400; RB 2359
24   40  25  25  0.01            Rain shower before 0030 
25   55  25  32   Tr    Tr   Tr  Snow shower 2240 to 2300
26   32  20  21   Tr    Tr    0  Few feeble flurries AM 
27   32  19  26  0.02   0.5  Tr  Evening snow shower 
28   36  16  33               0 
29   

30   
31   
SUM 1205 724     2.53  11.9  26
Note: Patches of snow depth means less than half but greater than one tenth of undisturbed ground snow covered.  While the majority of the ground is snow free, depths within scattered patches may range to several inches, the result of differential melting.  Quantitatively, patches count as a trace.

Highlights:

The warmer-than-normal and somewhat thundery regime of January continued a week into February.  Afterwards, February trended colder despite a few-days warm-up just after the midpoint.  Temperatures trended opposite of a typical February but averaged in the high-end normal range and 5.2 degrees cooler than January.  No really extreme warmth or cold materialized.  
Precipitation totaled moderately subnormal and was skewed strongly during the first half.  However, snowfall totaled above normal despite slightly milder than normal temperatures and drier than normal overall precipitation.  It demonstrated how one major snowstorm can skew snowfall statistics.  But fate had it that a big meltdown a few days later completely ablated the snow pack in less than five days.  Otherwise, the ground became coated lightly for a few hours on two other occasions, and snow free ground held a three-quarter majority.
The snowstorm from late afternoon of the 11th till mid morning of the 12th, and then the major meltdown a few days later definitely was the month’s highlight.  Reading 4 SW was within a sharp snowfall gradient within Berks County PA where snowfall totals ramped up from 4.5 inches at Hamburg in the north to 18.3 inches at Morgantown in the extreme south.  Even in the extreme south, the storm’s effects were reduced to isolated patches in less than a week, the result of three days of near 60 degree maximum temperatures.
Standings this month:

Avg Temp 34.4 – eleventh warmest of 22 Februarys
Precip 2.53 – eighth driest of 24 Februarys

Snowfall 11.9 – eighth snowiest of 24 Februarys

Jeff Stoudt

