 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40^19.0’N, Lon 75^59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.8 S                Observation time: 2359 EST

October 2006
Daily details (monthly extremes in bold):

   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are EST)
 1   70  51  51  0.09            Showers till dawn.
 2   71  45  54   
 3   82  53  65   Tr
 4   81  58  67  0.34            Two eve t-storms; lots of LTG but not much rain
 5   67  54  54  0.10            Rain late evening.
 6   55  48  52  0.33            Rain till 0830.
 7   60  50  51   Tr             Feeble sprinkles at times.
 8   74  45  52
 9   80  48  58
10   80  54  59
11   69  59  61  0.03            Period of light rain during evening.
12   70  41  41   Tr
13   56  34  40
14   61  32  37
15   58  32  36
16   64  32  51
17   64  51  64  0.85           Steady rain during daylight hours.
18   71  54  54   Tr            Little drizzle before dawn. AM min temp 63.
19   74  53  64  0.06           Light rain late evening.
20   66  46  46  0.36           Showers till daybreak; gusty shower toward noon.
21   59  41  41
22   62  36  48  0.04           Light showers during evening; a little thunder.
23   51  41  41  0.01           Little more rain long before dawn.
24   49  40  43   Tr            Midday sprinkle.
25   54  41  44
26   51  34  34
27   47  33  47  0.56           Rain began late afternoon.
28   61  44  45  1.40           Rain, heavy at times, till late morning. 
29   55  37  37
30   66  34  45

31   75  41  60
SUM 2003 1362    4.17  0.0

Monthly statistics:

Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 54.3 (-0.0)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 64.6 (-0.3)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 43.9 (+0.3)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   82 (+1) on 3rd
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   59 on 11th
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    32 (+1) on 14th,15th,16th
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    47 on 27th
Heating Degree Days (Season):      335 (401)

Cooling Degree Days (Season):      10 (1107)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.17 (+0.34)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   49.54 (+3.75)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.40 on 28th
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.96 on 27th-28th
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)

Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           2 (+1)

Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           29 on 28th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.33 on 6th,7th,8th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.12 on 28th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps trended downward from the mid 60s to around 50 during the month and ranged from 70 on the 4th to 46 on the 30th.
Highlights:

The rain spree that brought a 33-day total of 15.60 from late August to late September diminished considerably during October.  Regional rainfall data indicated that the eastern two thirds of Berks County were part of a zone of relatively low October rainfall with totals around 6 inches common both to the east toward Philadelphia and over western Berks.  In the midst of the “jip zone”, extreme southern Berks accrued little more than 3 inches for October.  At Reading 4 SW, several light to moderate rainfalls before the 27th totaled considerably subnormal for the first 26 days.  Then a soaking rain of nearly 2 inches, spanning the 27th and 28th, brought the monthly total into the high-end normal range.  Rainfall was favorably distributed during the month with light early and heavier late, and allowed the soggy ground at the beginning of the month, due to the aforementioned rain spree, to become favorably moist.

The rather large number of near freezing minimum temperatures made an impression of a chilly month.  But actually, there was enough offsetting warmth to allow the overall average to compute to exactly normal.  Freezing temperatures came about a week and a half earlier than average, and not just one, but three in a row before the midpoint.  Officially, the airport (KRDG) had four, which was the first occurrence in at least 104 years of as many as four consecutive freezing temperatures in October before the midpoint.  Additionally, only a small minority of Octobers contain daily maximum temperatures below 50 degrees.  This one had two.  Leaf drop was earlier than usual.  So it seemed like a cold October.  But it should be noted that October normal temperatures have decreased a few degrees at Reading since the mid 1900s.  Finally, the month ended warm with temperatures soaring to the mid 70s.  And trick-or-treaters made their evening rounds in upper-60s balminess.
Rankings this month:

Avg Temp 54.3 – Eleventh coolest of 23 Octobers
Precip   4.17 – Tenth wettest of 24 Octobers
Jeff Stoudt
