 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.8 S                Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
February 2008       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   47  32  40  1.43            -RA v +RA 0500 to 1400 began as brief FZRA.
 2   40  27  27
 3   52  24  37
 4   41  32  39   T
 5   49  38  45  0.02            Ocnl -RA late morning into mid afternoon.
 6   65  45  57  0.24            Fqt -RASH after daybreak except RASH ~2315.
 7   57  38  38
 8   45  33  33
 9   48  29  33  0.02   T        -TSRAGR(aupel) 2120-2145.
10   42  13  13  0.03   T        SNSH mid afternoon, melted as it fell.
11   22  10  16
12   30  16  30  0.51  1.5    1  -SN 1200-1800; PL 1800-1900; then FZRA.
13   38  30  31  2.81         1  FZRA (0.7) till daybreak; -RA v +RA till 1700.
14   38  25  27               T   12th-13th) Major glazing then minor flooding.
15   48  26  33               0
16   36  24  25
17   56  23  56  0.08            Ocnl -RA after 1700.
18   63  34  34  0.44            RASH AM; few --RASH afternoon.
19   43  24  24
20   31  19  23  0.02  0.1    T  Period of -SN afternoon, small flakes.
21   32  14  26  0.01  0.1    T  -SN began 2330.
22   32  23  32  0.59  2.9    3  SN till 0700; mix 0700-1000; then FZRA (0.15).
23   36  24  24   T     T     2
24   41  16  29               1
25   48  23  30               0
26   41  30  40  1.02
27   40  24  24   T     T        Feeble flurries.
28   29  17  18
29   37  14  33   T     T        Feeble flurries evening.
30   --  --  --
31   --  --  --
SUM 1323 810     7.22  4.7
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 33.6 (+0.1)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 42.1 (-0.2)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 25.1 (+0.4)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   65 (+3) on 6th
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   45 on 6th
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    10 (+1) on 11th
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    22 on 11th
Heating Degree Days (Season):      903 (3585)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 7.22 (+4.20)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   8.80 (+1.30)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        2.81 on 13th
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    3.25 on 12th-13th
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      4.7 (-4.7)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):      11.3 (-12.8)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    2.9 on 22nd
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  3.0 on 21st-22nd
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         3 on 22nd
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           31 on 10th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.47 on 29th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.24 on 26th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps remained in the mid to upper 30s except low to mid 40s from 6th to 9th and 18th.
HIGHLIGHTS
After a new driest January with only 1.58 inches total precipitation, the tide turned as soon as February began.  And storminess hit frequently during the month, hard enough to humiliate the previous wettest February since at least 1983, 5.35 in 1984, with 7.22.  The 1.43-inch start on the 1st was impressive enough, almost matching January's total.  But then, that was more than doubled on the 12th-13th with 3.32 including 3.25 within 24 hours.  This became a new 24-hour record for February.  The previous record of 2.75 lasted 364 days.  The calendar day amount of 2.81 on the 13th became a new record in that category surpassing the 2.60 which stood since 11 February 1983, and that came as 26" of snow.  Like 1983, this year's storm began as snow.  But unlike 1983, it changed to rain by way of some sleet keeping accumulation to no more than 1.5 inch.  However, temperatures remained at or below freezing for about 10 more hours allowing a significant accretion of glaze.  The 0.7-inch accretion caused little damage but closed schools for the day.  And some roads that closed because of ice remained closed because of flooding as rain became heavier and temperatures rose above freezing.  After the aforementioned minor snow accumulation, which came on Lincoln's birthday, the only other significant snowfall, 3 inches, came on Washington's birthday.  Both of these snowfalls were preceded by significant cold air incursions; however, enough warming occurred to prevent major snow accumulations.  Snowfall overall was half of average for February.  
Temperature-wise, mildness dominated early February.  However, that modest temperature excess was offset by colder days later on.  Although none of the cold was extreme, five days could be considered harsh with average temperatures from 16 to 25 degrees.  The month's extremes of 65 and 10 were just slightly above what are typical extremes for February.  
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 33.6 – 13th warmest of 24 Februaries (26.7 in 1994 to 40.3 in 1998)
Precip   7.22 – 1st wettest of 26 Februaries (0.67 in 2002 to 7.22 in 2008)
Snowfall  4.7 - 10th least snow of 26 Februaries (T in 1998 to 31.4 in 2003)
