 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.8 S                Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
May 2008       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   63  37  51  0.03            Periods of -RA late afternoon.
 2   73  45  56
 3   59  51  52   T
 4   71  49  49  0.02            -SHRA just after midnight.
 5   72  42  53
 6   79  46  52   T
 7   83  47  72
 8   74  63  65  0.09            Occasional -RA, mostly AM.
 9   66  51  51  0.93            RA between 0100 and 1500.
10   64  45  45
11   61  39  51   T
12   51  44  44  0.17            Occasional -RA into late afternoon.
13   76  39  53
14   76  43  65
15   78  57  63  0.01            RA began very late evening.
16   63  51  51  1.39            Soaking RA all day till a little past midnight.
17   72  43  58  0.15            More -RA evening.
18   66  48  53  0.51            Period of RA midday and afternoon.
19   61  43  43
20   53  41  48  0.48            Periods of RA daybreak till late afternoon.
21   67  43  52  0.09            Few -SHRA afternoon.
22   62  48  52  0.02            Occasional --RA afternoon; -SHRA ~1700.
23   69  50  54
24   73  45  53
25   78  44  63
26   85  55  70   T              A fine Memorial Day despite --RA after sunset.
27   87  56  56  0.29            --RA till around daybreak; TSRA 1800-1910.
28   71  48  48
29   78  42  56
30   85  49  70                  31) SHRA/TSRA 0820-1030.  Rainfall from late 
31   77  67  70  0.26            evening strong VCTS missed.
SUM 2199 1471    4.44  0.0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 59.2 (-3.2)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 70.9 (-3.2)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 47.5 (-3.2)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   87 (-4) on 27th   (record 98 30 May 1987)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   67 on 31st (record 72 on 23, 24 May 2004)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    37 (+1) on 1st (record 31 on 14 May 1996)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    51 on 12th      (record 49 on 2 May 1995)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      202 (4722)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      28 (32)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.44 (-0.90)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   20.81 (+0.87)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.39 on 16th       (record 3.12 19 May 1988)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.39 on 16th-16th (record 4.10 5-6 May 1989)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       11.3 (-17.8)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           2 (-3)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           25 on 12th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.21 on 28th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.27 on 18th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps ranged within the 50s to mid 60s until the final week when low 70s were observed during some of the afternoons.
HIGHLIGHTS
Rainfall this May was plentiful in quality but not in quantity as some rain fell during 18 different days but totaled nearly an inch below the 1971-2000 average for the western suburbs of Reading.  Nine of the last 10 Mays brought total rainfalls below that average of 5.34 at Reading 4 SW as copious rainfalls continue to elude this area during May, even though some of those Mays were very wet regionally, including this one.  Only one, May 2002, totaled above, and only slightly so at 5.58.  It was the 1971 to 1990 period that was replete of surplus May rainfall totals at Reading 4 SW and/or nearby Sinking Spring.  Nevertheless, a May deficit of an inch or even two is no cause to sound the "drought alarm" as the long term May average is considerably above what is considered ample.  But the May "normal" rainfall will likely take a dive when new 30-year averages are computed in 2011.  Amazingly, monthly precipitation totals at Reading 4 SW for this March, April, and May came out virtually tied at 4.55, 4.41, and 4.44 respectively.
Temperatures this May averaged considerably cooler than normal overall, even though the first eight days and final six days averaged very close to normal.  In between, it was all cooler than normal save for one warm day on the 15th.  It was during this interval that rainfall was frequent but mostly in modest quantities.  And this wetness, which was accompanied mostly by N winds, held down many of the daily maximum temperatures, and most profoundly so on the 12th.  The high of 51 at KRDG undercut the previous low maximum for 12 May of 55 from 1931 and 1960.  The 51 here too was the second coolest max temperature in May only to 49 on 2 May 1995 during the 24 Mays of complete temperature records.  The final average of 59.2 ranked sixth coolest of 24 while the 58.1 average at KRDG tied 1994 for eleventh coolest of the last 110 Mays or tied for fourth coolest of the last 24.  The last-day-and-a-half warm-up spoiled an historical coolest-ten ranking for the Reading area.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 59.2 – 6th coolest of 24 Mays (57.7 in 2005 to 68.3 in 2004)
Precip   4.44 – 16th driest of 26 Mays (1.15 in 2005 to 12.66 in 1989)
Snowfall  0.0 - Last occurrence in May, feeble flurries, on 9 May 1977
