 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.8 S                Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
October 2008       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   67  54  54   T
 2   63  50  50
 3   63  44  44
 4   62  44  53   T
 5   69  46  46
 6   67  43  43
 7   66  36  44
 8   68  40  61
 9   78  55  55   T
10   76  48  48
11   74  43  49
12   78  44  53
13   80  49  55
14   80  50  64
15   79  59  61
16   79  58  58   T
17   63  45  46
18   59  39  45
19   57  35  35
20   64  29  38
21   62  35  45
22   52  41  42
23   57  31  35
24   56  31  55   T
25   66  47  47  1.23            Periods of RA mostly 1400-1930 w/ some thunder.
26   63  39  49

27   53  41  41  0.39            -RA/ocnl RA afternoon into the overnight...
28   46  40  44  0.64            ...till mid afternoon; thunder at noontime.
29   48  39  39   T              Sprinkles.
30   52  33  33
31   65  31  42
SUM 2012 1319    2.26  0.0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 53.7 (-0.9)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 64.9 (-0.3)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 42.5 (-1.5)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   80 (-1) on 13th,14th (rec 91 on 9 Oct 2007)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   59 on 16th      (record 70 on 07 Oct 2005+)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    29 (-2) on 20th (record 22 on 31 Oct 1988)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    46 on 28th      (record 38 on 30 Oct 2002)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      352 (388)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      10 (1075)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 1.23 (-1.57)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   39.38 (-3.98)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.23 on 25th      (record 7.24 07 Oct 2005)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.23 on 25th-25th (rec 7.83 07-08 Oct 2005)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           2 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           30 on 28th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.58 on 23rd
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.46 on 28th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps mostly in low to mid 60s into mid month trended downward sharply after mid month to mid 40s by end of the month.
HIGHLIGHTS
After a moderate thunderstorm the evening of Tuesday 30 September, rainfall was virtually non-existent during October until the 25th.  The first 24 days brought only a few traces and set a new station record for longest period without measurable precipitation during 26 years of record.  The previous longest period of 23 days inclusive ran from 18 October to 9 November 1991.  Historically, a drought of 34 days was recorded by the Reading WBO from mid October to mid November 1924.  The WBO measured only 0.04 during October 1924 to mark the official driest month for the Reading area.  This was a well-timed drought as the last two days of September 1924 brought a deluge of nearly 5 inches of rain.  Returning to October 2008, two storm systems crossed the region in quick succession from the 25th to the 28th, brought 1.23 and 1.03 inches of rain respectively, and accounted for the entire month's measurable precipitation.
Pleasantly warm weather prevailed from the 9th to the 16th, inclusive.  And all of these 8 consecutive days reached 74 to 80 for the highs.  Outside of this 8-day period, daily temperatures averaged at or below normal on all but two days.  The coolness more than offset the mid-month warmth resulting in an overall departure of nearly one degree subnormal.  Several of the final 12 days could be considered moderately cold, more typical of late autumn; and included four days with minimums at or below freezing and two consecutive days with maximums below 50.  The coldest, 29, on the 20th marked an abrupt end of the growing season a few days earlier than average and less than four full days after the last of the near-summerlike warmth.  The coolest maximum temperature of 46 on the 28th was helped by a steady light rain.  However, the air stream was intrinsically very cool as wet snow accumulated up to a few slushy inches on the northern suburbs of Philadelphia where precipitation was considerably heavier, resulting in additional cooling there for a few hours.  For some of those, it was the first observation of snow in October since 1979.  Back to Reading 4 SW, the high of 48 the following day occurred with only occasional sprinkles.  Finally, October ended with a strong warm-up after a frosty sunrise.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 53.7 – 9th coldest 25 Octobers (62.5 in 2007 to 49.0 in 1987)
Precip   2.26 – 5th driest of 26 Octobers (0.83 in 2001 to 12.83 in 2005)
Snowfall  0.0 - (Traces of snow or sleet in only Octobers 2002, 2003)
