 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.8 S                Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
November 2008       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   69  39  45
 2   52  39  46
 3   53  44  44   T              Sprinkle at midday.
 4   61  43  54  0.03            Occasional -RA evening.
 5   65  53  57  0.09            Occasional -RA before dawn and evening.
 6   67  57  61  0.08            Occasional -RA before dawn and afternoon.
 7   69  54  54
 8   59  51  51  0.04            Couple of -SHRA AM.
 9   54  42  46
10   48  40  41
11   49  34  37
12   52  36  44  0.01            RA began late evening.
13   49  41  49  0.43            RA before daybreak.
14   58  49  56  0.04            Periods of DZ; fog.
15   72  53  53  0.67            Period of RA at daybreak. Brief +SHRA ~1600...
16   53  39  39                   ... W/ 0.28 in 5 min. Occasional -RA evening.
17   48  29  26
18   38  26  30   T      T       First snowflakes of new snow season mid aftn.
19   37  25  33
20   40  32  34  0.07   0.1   T  Off-and-on wet -SN, mostly melted on impact.
21   36  25  25  0.01    T    T  SN mid morning; SHSN early eve left a dusting.
22   34  22  27
23   39  23  24
24   46  21  41  0.13            -RA evening.
25   45  37  37  0.17    T       -RA before daybreak; --SHSN evening.
26   44  37  37
27   47  30  30
28   49  29  36
29   47  29  29
30   44  29  44  0.85   0.1      RA/DZ began as -SN/PL before daybreak.
31   --  --  --
SUM 1524 1108    2.62   0.2
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 43.9 (-0.8)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 50.8 (-3.2)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 36.9 (+1.6)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   72 (-1) on 15th (record 81 on 03 Nov 2003)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   57 on 6th       (record 61 on 21 Nov 1991)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    21 (-0) on 24th (record 16 on 30 Nov 1995)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    34 on 22nd      (record 31 on 28 Nov 1996)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      628 (1016)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (1075)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.62 (-1.63)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   42.00 (-5.16)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.85 on 30th      (record 2.91 08 Nov 1996)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.90 on 30th-1st  (rec 2.98 08-09 Nov 1996)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.2 (-0.5)        (record 4.6 11 Nov 1987)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.2 (-0.5)        
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.1 on 20th       (record 4.9 10-11 Nov 1987)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.1 on 20th-21st
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         T
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           26 on 15th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.47 on 2nd
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.24 on 30th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps mostly in upper 40s to mid 50s during the first half declined to upper 30s to low 40s during the second half.
HIGHLIGHTS
November's temperatures duplicated the trend of October's which featured a seasonable to warm first half and a much cooler second half and concluding slightly subnormal overall.  However, the cool November maximum temperatures contributed mostly to the anomaly and more than offset the minimums which averaged slightly milder than average, keyed by five daily minimums in the 50s and none freezing till the 17th.  The month's extremes of 72 and 21 are typical for November.  After the balmy 72 on the 15th, it dropped below 50 a couple of hours past the midpoint then stayed below 50 the rest of the month.  The temperature failed to rise above 40 during the six days from the 18th to the 23rd inclusive then moderated only slightly thereafter, demonstrating the persistence of cold during the second half.  Officially at RDG, it stayed below 40 for six consecutive days which was the first November sub-40 streak of that length or longer since the final six days of November 1903.  Historically, only a few other Novembers had streaks of that kind of four or five days in the Reading area.  Most had one or two, and several had none.

Precipitation was favorably distributed throughout the month but consisted of only light to moderate amounts and totaled considerably subnormal.  This November marked the sixth of the last seven months with subnormal precipitation, the exception being September, and boosted the annual deficit to over 5 inches.  The greatest waited to the last day when a soaking cold rain began as some sleet and snow and totaled 0.90 when including the 0.05 that spilled into 1 December.  As is typical, this November brought the first flakes of the new snow season and included a couple of small measurable wet snowfalls.  The snowfall of the 20th into the 21st came as an unusually persistent lake effect snow band that survived its trip over the Appalachians all the way to southern New Jersey.  It affected Reading 4 SW mostly during the daytime and was non-continuous, allowing almost all of the snow to melt on impact.  However, as the band shifted slowly southward overnight, it became more continuous.  And combined with the loss of slight daytime heating, snow was able to accumulate a few inches roughly along the U.S. Route 322 corridor from northern Lancaster County into southern New Jersey, producing rather high snowfall totals for November in those areas.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 43.9 – 12th coldest of 25 Novembers (38.3 in 1995 to 49.5 in 2006)
Precip   2.62 – 5th driest of 26 Novembers (1.41 in 2001 to 7.81 in 1983)
Snowfall  0.2 - 19th least of 26 Novembers (0.0 [7 years] to 5.2 in 1995)
