 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
February 2009       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   52  23  30               1
 2   50  28  35  0.02         T  Occasional -RA PM.
 3   35  28  28  0.10  1.0    1  Periods of -SN, mostly evening.
 4   32  18  21  0.02  0.3    T  SHSN before daybreak.
 5   22  12  16   T     T     T  Flurries around 0400.
 6   36  16  27               T
 7   52  17  48               T
 8   59  33  33               0
 9   49  28  36
10   52  32  42   T
11   66  40  59  0.02            SHRA late evening. Max temp 66.4.
12   60  41  41   T              Sprinkles toward dawn.
13   44  35  35
14   44  27  30  0.05   0.7   1  Wet SHSN 1800-1900 fell as quarter-size clumps;
15   42  26  26               0  14th)...-SN 1900-2100; pavements only wet.
16   39  25  39

17   42  23  25
18   38  24  37  0.21   0.2   T  Wet SN to RA late afternoon into evening.
19   49  26  26  0.06    T    0  Occasional -RA, little wet snow, till daybreak.
20   34  22  24
21   42  23  35
22   39  29  29  0.01    T       -RA/-SN 0800-1300; melted as it fell.
23   35  24  24
24   36  18  23
25   47  18  33
26   45  29  32   T              Few drops around 0800.
27   60  31  48  0.18            Afternoon and evening SHRA.
28   48  23  34
29   --  --  --
30   --  --  --
31   --  --  --
SUM 1249  729    0.67   2.2
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 35.3 (+1.8)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 44.6 (+2.3)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 26.0 (+1.3)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   66 (+4) on 11th (record 77 on 24 Feb 1985)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   41 on 12th      (record 51 on 24 Feb 1985)+
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    12 (+3) on 5th  (record -3 on 06 Feb 1996)+
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    22 on 5th       (record 16 on 16 Feb 2003)+
Heating Degree Days (Season):      824 (3913)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 0.67 (-2.35)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   3.02 (-4.48)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.21 on 18th      (record 2.81 13 Feb 2008)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.27 on 18th-19th (rec 3.25 12-13 Feb 2008)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      2.2 (-7.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       13.8 (-9.9)        
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    1.0 on 3rd       (record 26.0 11 Feb 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  1.3 on 3rd-4th   (record 26.0 11-11 Feb 1983)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         1 on 4th (predawn)
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           37 on 12th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.40 on 25th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.29 on 12th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps were nearly constant in the middle 30s except briefly upper 30s to 40 on some mild days. 
HIGHLIGHTS
This February was an extreme month, but not the kind of extreme most Middle Atlantic Region weather weenies root for.  At Reading 4 SW, the total precipitation of 0.67 tied with 2002 for the least of 27 Februaries.  Historically, Reading PA (RDG) set a new low February precipitation record at 0.47, lowest since at least 1870, undercutting the previous lowest of 0.54 from 1892.  Also, Reading completed its driest first two months of 140 years at 2.29.  The previous lowest Jan-Feb was 2.38 from 1872.  Reading 4 SW's Jan-Feb total of 3.02 was far under the previous lowest of 3.92 from 2002 during its 27-year record.  This paltry February total is in sharp contrast to the 7.22 of February last year.  Correspondingly, snowfall was well below normal at 2.2, but not nearly as extreme as total precipitation.  Snow cover was shallow and brief.
During the evening of the 3rd and well before dawn of the 4th, a narrow band only several miles wide of locally heavy snow set up in northern Lancaster County from vicinity of Lititz to eastern sections of Lancaster city.  Core accumulations ranged up to a foot and were dumped a mere 20 miles southwest of Reading 4 SW.

Temperatures averaged moderately above normal.  While the majority of the month consisted of seasonably cold days, there were only two harshly cold days early in the month.  But they were outweighed by a few mild days during the second week plus one more near month's end.   The outstanding temperature was the high of 66 on the 11th.  Officially, Reading (RDG) also registered a high of 66 which broke the record for 11 February of 61 from 1960 and 1981.  On the cold side, the 12 above on the 5th was the best this February could muster.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 35.3 – 6th warmest (3-way) of 25 Febs (26.7 in 1994 to 40.3 in 1998)
Precip   0.67 – 1st driest (2-way) of 27 Febs (0.67 in 2009+ to 7.22 in 2008)
Snowfall  2.2 - 8th least snow of 27 Februaries (T in 1998 to 31.4 in 2003)
