 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
March 2009       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   41  27  30  0.06  0.4    T  Skiff of snow early morning; -SN late eve.
 2   27  15  15  0.24  4.1    3  SN till 1300; +SN 0900 till 1200.
 3   29  11  18               2
 4   37  17  25               1
 5   49  18  38   T           T  Sprinkles very late evening.
 6   63  37  50               0
 7   72  39  60
 8   67  50  53  0.02            -SHRA late evening.
 9   57  44  44
10   48  39  42
11   64  42  44   T              Early evening sprinkles.
12   43  33  33
13   45  29  33
14   53  30  42
15   53  41  43   T
16   55  42  43  0.02            Periods od -RA late evening...
17   59  39  46  0.14            ...till near dawn.
18   65  36  52   T
19   52  43  43  0.28            RA 0800-1200 (0.15); RA late evening...
20   46  32  32  0.10            ...till predawn (0.23). Brief coating of SN...
21   49  23  33                  ...on nearby high hills.
22   58  27  39
23   46  27  30
24   49  22  29
25   55  23  46
26   46  43  45  0.39            -RA/RA afternoon into evening.
27   61  38  49
28   56  46  50  0.17            -RA mostly before 0700.
29   71  46  49  0.95            RA predawn (.24). +TSRAGRSQ 1610-1630 (0.69)...
30   49  39  39                  ...HLSTO 3/4; minor wind damage. -TSRA at...
31   62  33  43                  ...dusk (0.02).
SUM 1627 1031    2.37   4.5
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 42.9 (+1.2)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 52.5 (+0.6)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 33.3 (+1.7)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   72 (-2) on 7th  (record 89 on 30 Mar 1998)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   50 on 8th       (record 63 on 16 Mar 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    11 (-5) on 3rd  (record  5 on 19 Mar 1993)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    27 on 2nd       (record 25 on 14 Mar 1993)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      678 (4591)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.37 (-1.79)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   5.39 (-6.27)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.95 on 29th      (record 3.12 21 Mar 2000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.95 on 29th-29th (rec 3.62 21-22 Mar 2000)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      4.5 (+0.2)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       18.3 (-9.7)        
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    4.1 on 2nd       (record 14.0 13 Mar 1993)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  4.1 on 2nd-2nd   (record 14.1 13-14 Mar 1993)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         4 on 2nd
Days with Hail:                    1
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           35 on 29th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.49 on 13th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.13 on 29th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps trended from upper 30s early to upper 40s late with moderate variability. 
HIGHLIGHTS
The trend of very deficient precipitation that prevailed the first two months of this year continued through March.  Although March was not as extremely deficient due to a late-month downpour, a new record low precipitation total for the first quarter remained intact.  The running three-month total of 5.39 at Reading 4 SW is only 46 percent of average and far under the previous lowest of 7.52 from 1985 in 27 years of record.  Historically, the official Reading area first quarter total of 4.31 undercut the previous lowest during 140 years of record of 4.54 from 1969.  Although total March precipitation was much below normal, snowfall totaled about normal.  But it all came during the first two days with none thereafter.  The 4.1-inch snowfall on the 2nd became a new greatest single snowfall of the current season.
The first eight days of this March contained all of the monthly temperature extremes.  After a harshly cold first four days, which would have done January proud, temperatures rebounded to their warmest during the next three days.  That warm up was brief, then temperatures were moderately cold to mild the remainder of the month.  And the warm anomalies offset the cold ones rather slightly overall.
The year's first thunderstorm did not occur till 29 March, but it was a dandy.  The 20-minute storm brought 0.69 of rain, hail marble to penny size, and winds that inflicted minor damage.  The hail nearly covered the ground, and it remains unknown as to how much of the hail was caught by the rain gauge and thus counted as part of the 0.69 measurement.  This March came in as a lion.  And it appeared it was going to leave as a lion as well.  However, March's final day turned out mild and tranquil.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 42.9 – 12th warmest of 25 Marches (36.9 in 1993 to 47.1 in 2000)
Precip   2.37 – 5th driest of 27 Marches (0.69 in 2006 to 8.26 in 1993)
Snowfall  4.5 - 11th most snow of 27 Marches (T in 2006+ to 16.4 in 1984)
