 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2009       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   50  41  47  0.36            Periods of rain after daybreak.
 2   69  46  58  0.01            Rain ended before dawn.
 3   69  52  52  0.74            Rain w/ some TS, mostly daybreak till noon.
 4   58  46  47
 5   67  44  48
 6   55  43  43  0.15            -SHRA dawn till mid aftn began w/ soft TS.
 7   46  36  36
 8   54  35  46
 9   63  31  40
10   64  38  53   T
11   56  41  41  0.39            Rain daybreak till noontime.
12   52  35  38
13   56  31  43  0.09            Light rain evening.
14   48  43  44  0.22            Periods of light rain and drizzle.
15   51  41  41  0.31            Ditto.
16   66  32  45
17   71  34  50
18   79  39  61
19   71  48  50
20   50  45  47  0.31            Periods of light rain after 0700.
21   70  45  50  0.50            Rain before dawn (0.19); brief +TSRA ~ 2000.
22   58  42  45   T              Few sprinkles mid afternoon into early evening.
23   60  43  47
24   75  36  55
25   90  49  74
26   93  57  79
27   93  64  76
28   89  65  65
29   69  54  54  0.02            light rain before dawn.
30   63  52  59
31   --  --  --
SUM 1955 1308    3.10   0.0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 54.4 (+1.7)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 65.2 (+1.1)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 43.6 (+2.3)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   93 (+9) on 27th+  (record 94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   65 on 28th        (record 66 on 09 Apr 1991)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    31 (+3) on 13th+  (record 23 on 07 Apr 2002+)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    46 on 7th         (record 35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      350 (4941)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      41 (41)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.10 (-1.24)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   8.49 (-7.51)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.74 on 3rd       (record 2.58 15 Apr 2007)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.74 on 3rd-3rd   (rec 3.09 15-16 Apr 1983)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.7)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       18.3 (-10.4)       
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 5.1 07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (record 5.1 07-07 Apr 2003)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           3 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           28 on 4th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.42 on 29th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.05 on 3rd
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps floundered in the mid 40s to mid 50s till the 24th then surged almost through the 60s during the late-month heat wave then slipped back to around 60 at month's end.
HIGHLIGHTS
Although this April was regionally wetter than average, the Reading area and most of Berks County bucked the trend as numerous storm systems weakened upon arrival or skirted around the area.  The result was another subnormal month for precipitation and a year-through-April total (8.49) that is second only to 1985 (8.17) which had an extremely dry April (0.65).  Officially for the Reading area, the first four months totaled only 6.71, second only to 1985 (5.95) and still lower than third place 1969 (7.08) in 140 years of record.  Days with some rain were near average, but all of the rain events were light to moderate.  Late season snowfall was absent for the second April in a row.  And the last April with more than 0.1 inch of snow was 2003 with 5.1, all on the 7th.

However, this April's brightest highlight was the late month heat wave.  April was averaging moderately cooler than normal going into the sudden heat wave.  Then four days with departures of 14 to 22 above catapulted the average to moderately above, which is how the month ended.  The daily maximum temperatures of 90, 93, 93, and 89 from the 25th to 28th coincided with the late April 1990 heat wave and edged slightly above the temperatures realized then.  And the daily minimum temperatures followed suit, thus obliterating the April 1990 heat wave from the Reading 4 SW record tables.  Nevertheless, the hottest April temperature at Reading 4 SW since 1984 of 94 from 17 April 2002 survived untied by 0.3 degrees.  And the highest April daily minimum temperature of 66 from 9 April 1991 very narrowly survived as well as a late evening cold front passage on the 28th spoiled a minimum of 67 for the day which held till an hour before the 11:59 PM EST observation time.  However, the real hottest April temperature likely occurred on Easter Sunday 18 April 1976, when after adjusting for a thermometer bias, I observed a sizzling 99 in the shade at nearby West Reading during mid afternoon.  Outside of this four-day heat wave, temperatures this April were nonchalant.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 54.4 – 7th warmest of 25 Aprils (49.7 in 2007 to 55.9 in 1985)
Precip   3.10 – 9th driest of 27 Aprils (0.65 in 1985 to 9.81 in 1983)
Snowfall  0.0 - One of 7 Aprils of 27 with 0.0 snowfall (5.1 in 2003)
