 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
May 2009       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   70  58  66  0.25            Showers late morning into early afternoon.
 2   69  56  60  0.21            Rain before dawn; sprinkles late morning.
 3   61  55  56  0.40            Occasional rain.
 4   56  52  52  1.00            Periods of rain, steady daytime.
 5   58  52  53  0.17            Occasional light rain, mostly evening.
 6   65  53  57  0.70            Rain long before dawn and also evening.
 7   75  56  58  0.27            Light rain before dawn and at midday.
 8   79  49  67   T              Sprinkle at 1700.
 9   82  62  65  0.01            Sprinkles before dawn.
10   70  54  54
11   64  46  51   T 
12   68  45  45
13   74  39  59
14   71  56  62  0.83            Few showers; brief +TSRA around 2030.
15   81  62  66  0.01
16   78  65  68  0.14            Few -SHRA/-TSRA; +TSRA was nearby all around.
17   68  50  50  0.02            Light rain till near daybreak.
18   61  42  42
19   73  36  54                  Sct light frost at sunrise was non-killing.
20   83  46  61
21   85  49  60
22   87  54  72
23   87  61  68   T              --SHRA from TS to N; 2.97 in an hour at Topton
24   86  64  71   T              TS dissipated upon arrival.
25   83  65  67                  A fine Memorial Day.
26   67  50  51  0.12            Occasional light rain/drizzle after daybreak.
27   69  50  61  0.01            Morning drizzle.
28   74  59  60  0.09            Evening showers.
29   76  59  63  0.32            Rain before dawn (.28); TS S at midday (.04).
30   78  54  54
31   81  51  57
SUM 2282 1650    4.55   0.0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 63.4 (+1.1)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 73.6 (-0.4)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 53.2 (+2.4)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   87 (-4) on 23rd+  (record 98 on 30 May 1987)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   65 on 25th+       (record 72 on 24 May 2004+)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    36 (-0) on 19th   (record 31 on 14 May 1996)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    56 on 4th         (record 49 on 02 May 1995)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      108 (5049)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      67 (108)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 4.55 (-0.79)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   13.04 (-8.30)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.00 on 4th       (record 3.12 19 May 1988)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.08 on 3rd-4th   (rec 4.10 05-06 May 1989)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       18.3 (-10.4)       
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on            (record T on 09 May 1977)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (record T on 09-09 May 1977)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           5 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           21 on 14th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.41 on 19th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.52 on 9th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps trended upward slowly from around 60 to the upper 60s and ranged from 57 to 74.
HIGHLIGHTS
For the second consecutive year, May rainfall at Reading 4 SW totaled slightly subnormal (4.44 last May) while it was a very wet to even near record-breaking regionally.  Although some rain fell on 20 different days, all of the amounts were minor to moderate as not-too-distant slugs of heavy or torrential rain weakened before arriving or missed.  One near miss came during the evening of the 23rd when a cluster of thunderstorms pounded Reading's northern suburbs from which the Borough of Topton in northeastern Berks County got deluged with 2.97 in less than an hour causing some unusual flooding there and contributing to their 8.39 May total.  Much of Berks County collected close to 6 inches during May.  Although total May rainfall at Reading 4 SW or nearby Sinking Spring frequently amounted to over 6 inches, including a few over 10, during the 1970s and '80s, the last May to collect at least 6 inches was 1990 with 7.47.  As a result of the above-described trends, the annual precipitation deficit at Reading 4 SW grew slightly greater while much the region showed greatly reduced deficits or even surged to surpluses.  The yearly total through May of 13.04 slipped under the 13.47 from 1985 for the lowest total precipitation for the first five months during 27 years of record at Reading 4 SW.
Meanwhile, temperatures averaged slightly warmer than normal, even though unusual heat was absent.  While warmer-than-normal days held a majority, cool days, though fewer, were more extreme and were keyed by an unusually late occurrence of light frost on the 19th.  However, a strong warming trend ensued with mainly fair weather and held through the Memorial holiday weekend, providing favorable conditions for most outdoor activities, including swimming.  
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 63.4 – 9th warmest of 25 Mays (57.7 in 2005 to 68.3 in 2004)
Precip   4.55 – 17th driest of 27 Mays (1.15 in 2005 to 12.66 in 1989)
Snowfall  0.0 - Last occurrence of May flurries was 9 May 1977.
