 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
August 2009       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   87  64  74
 2   82  70  74  1.46            TS with some +TSRA pre dawn till 1000.
 3   84  65  65 
 4   87  62  74
 5   85  69  72
 6   82  66  66  0.01            Sprinkles early morning.
 7   81  61  68
 8   83  62  69  0.14            Rain began late evening.
 9   83  68  70  1.57            RA/+TSRA early morning; -TSRA early evening.
10   94  69  79
11   89  72  72  0.15            Scattered TS hit weakly here late evening.
12   86  70  70  0.04            Rain ended by 0030.
13   82  68  69  0.22            Light rain before daybreak and at midday.
14   84  66  68
15   89  64  71
16   91  66  74
17   94  68  76
18   92  68  74  0.14            Early evening -TSRA turned violent few miles E.
19   90  71  73  0.03            Evening -TSRA; much heavier to N.
20   87  71  78  0.03            -TSRA late afternoon.
21   89  71  72  0.58            Brief +TSRA early afternoon; some -RA later.
22   83  71  75  0.24            Occasional -RA; one rumble of thunder.
23   85  71  71  0.01            Rain ended long before dawn.
24   82  66  68
25   86  63  74              
26   86  67  76
27   77  69  70   T
28   71  66  66  1.73            Periods of RA with some +RA and a little TS.
29   84  66  67  0.26            Two TSRA between 1800-1900 and few --SHRA.
30   80  63  63
31   72  56  56
SUM 2627 2069    6.61   0.0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 75.7 (+1.9)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 84.7 (+0.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 66.7 (+3.2)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   94 (-0) on 10,17 (record 101 on 02 Aug 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   72 on 11th       (record 81 on 02 Aug 2006)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    56 (+4) on 31st  (record 42 on 30 Aug 1986)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    71 on 28th       (record 61 on 21 Aug 2007)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      1 (1)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      341 (873)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 6.61 (+2.20)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   32.32 (-3.63)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.73 on 28th      (record 3.32 27 Aug 2006)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.74 on 28th-29th (rec 3.55 27-28 Aug 2006)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)       
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on            (record 0.0)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on            (record 0.0)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           10 (+4)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           16 on 9th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.21 on 8h
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.71 on 22nd,23rd
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps remained mostly mid 70s to low 80s. 
HIGHLIGHTS
August continued the summer trend of ample and favorably distributed rainfall and chipped another 2.20 from the formidable annual deficit that accrued during the year's first five months.  That deficit stood at 3.63 as of the end of August.  The precipitation normals used for Reading 4 SW are those computed from 1971-2000 measurements at Sinking Spring, 2 miles WNW of Reading 4 SW.  Sinking Spring has accrued only 27.14 for 2009 through August for an astounding deficit of 8.81 in a region where surpluses now prevail.  Amazingly, numerous opportunities to eliminate the deficit and even convert it to a surplus were narrowly missed.  While the monthly total of 6.61 was ample, it could not hold a fire hose to the 9- to 13-inch August totals that prevailed over the northern half of Berks County and also near the Montgomery and Chester County borders.  The borough of Strausstown, along I-78 in north-central Berks, led the County at 13.35.  Only a small minority area of Berks County from the city of Reading and several miles to the south and west fell short of 7 inches for the month.  While Reading 4 SW is yet to be soaked by a 24-hour rainfall of at least 2.00, most areas of the County received two or three such soakings during August including some that received one or two of at least 3.00.  That being stated, there were no major deluges of at least 4.00 reported, and the distribution of heavy, but not really extreme, rainfalls kept County flooding minor to at worst moderate.  Occurrences of thunder were numerous, but none was severe at Reading 4 SW.  However, thunderstorm gusts caused significant wind damage at isolated areas in the County on a few days.
Meanwhile, August temperatures at Reading 4 SW averaged moderately warmer than normal.  Five hot (90 or above) days contributed to the above-normal average, even though there were no days that reached 95.  The primary contributor, however, was the almost lack of cool weather.  Every day through the 26th and 28 of the 31 days reached at least 80.  Additionally, there were no sub-60 temperatures until the very last day which provided the first autumn-like feeling with a high of only 72 despite fair weather.  An all-day steady rain held temperatures between 66 and 71 on the 28th.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 75.7 – 8th warmest of 26 Augusts (69.7 in 1992 to 77.4 in 2005)
Precip   6.61 – 5th wettest of 27 Augusts (0.22 in 1995 to 9.16 in 1986)
Snowfall  0.0 - Snow was never observed during August.
