 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
October 2009       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   57  43  43
 2   66  43  65  0.03            -RA late evening, ending before obs.
 3   78  57  57 
 4   72  51  53
 5   66  46  46
 6   68  41  62
 7   68  63  54  0.06            Few -SHRA AM, mostly before dawn.
 8   68  47  58
 9   70  58  63  0.26            Few SHRA, mostly predawn and late evening.
10   65  44  44  0.11            AM SHRA, mostly daybreak and earlier.
11   63  39  44
12   51  38  47
13   64  45  45
14   51  36  46
15   46  38  38  0.84            Steady RA/DZ from daybreak onward.
16   43  38  43  0.52            Steady -RA/DZ.
17   46  41  41  0.83            Periods of RA and DZ.
18   54  38  38  0.14            Periods of -RA/DZ till 0900.
19   57  33  38
20   68  37  46
21   74  41  49
22   76  48  55
23   64  52  56  0.31            PM RA, mostly after dark.
24   73  56  56  1.12            Periods of RA, mostly late aftn; some thunder.
25   62  42  42              
26   56  44  45
27   62  54  54  1.02            Periods of RA, mostly AM.
28   62  54  55  0.62            Ditto.
29   57  53  54   T
30   58  51  55  0.01            -RA late evening.
31   69  55  57  0.13            -RA before dawn; -SHRA early evening.
SUM 1934 1413    5.99   0.0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 54.0 (-0.6)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 62.4 (-2.8)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 45.6 (+1.6)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   78 (-3) on 3rd   (record 91 on 09 Oct 2007)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   57 on 3rd        (record 70 on 13 Oct 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    33 (+2) on 19th  (record 22 on 31 Oct 1988)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    43 on 16th       (record 38 on 30 Oct 2002)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      337 (382)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      3 (946)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 5.99 (+2.16)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   42.44 (-2.32)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.12 on 24th      (record 7.24 08 Oct 2005)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.41 on 23rd-24th (rec 7.83 07-08 Oct 2005)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)

Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)       
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on            (record  T  23 Oct 2003+)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on            (record  T  23 Oct 2003+)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           26 on 24th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.33 on 12th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.43 on 7th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps averaged low 60s early to upper 50s late but hovered around 50 on and a few days after the midpoint.
HIGHLIGHTS
Relative temperature and precipitation trends during October were uncannily similar to those during September with warm and cool and rainfalls occurring on nearly the same days of both months.  As expected, October averaged several degrees cooler, but like September averaged slightly below normal overall, the result of daily highs averaging much below normal and lows averaging a bit above.  There was no unusually warm weather this October that would qualify as "Indian summer."  And high temperature took their biggest beating around the month's midpoint when three days, all in a row, stayed well below 50.  This chill was aided by steady rain and drizzle spawned by a pair of nor'easters.  Officially, Reading (RDG) humiliated two record low maximum temperatures (46 and 43 on the 15th and 16th respectively) and tied another record of this kind with 51 on the 12th (all same as Reading 4 SW).  Official Reading area temperature records are continuous back to 1898.  Despite this record breaking daytime chill, highs were even colder to the southwest, even into central Maryland where wet snow was observed at the northwestern-most suburbs of Washington DC.  Mild ocean air evidently diluted the chill in the Reading area more so than at areas to the south and west.  Lastly, generally mild, but not unusually warm, temperatures dominated this October following this prolonged cold event.
October rainfall of 5.99 was wet enough to rank 6th wettest October in 27 years at Reading 4 SW.  However, it was less than half the record rainy October 2005 total and not nearly enough to eliminate the yearly precipitation deficit.  Rainfall was considerably more plentiful during the second half.  However, Reading 4 SW again missed all the really major rainfall opportunities that were rather common over the Middle Atlantic States Region.  As a result, 2009 is still without a "2-incher" at Reading 4 SW, even though they have been quite plentiful within the Region.  Reading 4 SW usually has several 2-inch or greater 24-hour precipitation events within a calendar year.  Reading 4 SW has not had a calendar year without one during the 27 years of record and probably also much farther back in time.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH
Avg Temp 54.0 – 10th coolest of 26 Octobers (49.0 in 1987 to 62.5 in 2007)
Precip   5.99 – 6th wettest of 27 Octobers (0.83 in 2001 to 12.83 in 2005)
Snowfall  0.0 - Since 1983, only Octobers 2002 and 2003 had snow (a trace).
