 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
March 2010       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   47  35  39              3
 2   45  31  39   T          2   -RA began very late evening.
 3   43  36  37  0.03        1   -RA before daybreak then few sprinkles.
 4   46  33  36              T
 5   49  34  34              T
 6   53  26  38              T
 7   57  37  43              T   Crocuses in bloom.
 8   61  34  47              0   Last patches of snow gone.
 9   64  32  39
10   61  32  47
11   63  43  49
12   49  45  45  0.25            Occasional -RA.
13   50  43  48  1.85            Steady RA occasional +RA.
14   51  45  46  0.22            Occasional -RA.
15   48  44  44  0.20            Periods of -RA.
16   64  43  43
17   68  32  40
18   69  32  43
19   73  36  52                  Forsythia in bloom
20   75  40  52
21   76  44  63
22   63  57  57  0.85            SHRA mostly aftn/eve...one rumble of thunder.
23   60  46  46   T              Sprinkles late afternoon.
24   64  41  41
25   66  55  55  0.06            -RA late evening.
26   55  32  32  0.11            Periods of -RA before dawn.
27   49  26  35
28   52  32  51  0.62            RA after dusk, tapered near midnight.
29   59  47  47  0.03            Ocnl -RA/sprinkles today and overnight.
30   47  38  42  0.99    T   0   Steady RA after 0700 w/ slush/PL mid afternoon.
31   68  42  47  0.02            -RA ended long before dawn.
SUM 1795 1173    5.23    T   3
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 47.9 (+6.1)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 57.9 (+6.0)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 37.8 (+6.1)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   76 (+2) on 21st   (record 89 on 30 Mar 1998)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   57 on 22nd        (record 63 on 16 Mar 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    26 (+10) on 27th+ (record  5 on 19 Mar 1993)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    43 on 3rd         (record 25 on 14 Mar 1993)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      523 (4266)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 5.23 (+1.07)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   11.91 (+0.27)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.85 on 13th     (record 3.12 21 Mar 2000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.91 on 12th-13th(rec 3.62 21-22 Mar 2000)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      T (-4.3)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       56.5 (+28.9)     
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    T on 30th        (record 14.0 on 13 Mar 1993)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  T on 30th-30th   (rec 14.1 on 13-14 Mar 1993)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         4 on 1st
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           33 on 13th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.32 on 27th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.27 on 13th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps began in the upper 30s under melting snow cover then trended upward to the mid 50s around the vernal equinox, coinciding with the month's warmest weather, but then slipped to around 50 during late-month cold snap, and they ranged from 36 to 60.
HIGHLIGHTS
The pattern of persistent moderate cold and frequent snowfalls, which amounted to colossal depths, and which prevailed throughout February changed abruptly at the turn of the calendar month to March.  Remnant snow cover ablated rapidly and was replaced quickly by the flowers and greening grasses of early spring as temperatures of near to above normal prevailed, limiting below normal temperatures to a non-continuous late-month cold snap.  After the record-humiliating snows of February, which ended suddenly with flurries on the 28th, March was to be absent of frozen precipitation except for a brief interjection of sleet and slush with heavy rain during the afternoon of the 30th near the end of the late-month chill, narrowly spoiling the opposite extreme of a totally snowless March, excluding any remnant snow from February.  Historically for the Reading area, 1903 and 1945 were the only totally snowless Marches.  However, only traces of snow or sleet were observed during many, and 2010 has become one more of those.  Plentiful warmth and lack of anomalous cold combined to produce the warmest March (47.9) in 26 years at Reading 4 SW (and Reading) leaping past the 47.1 average of March 2000.  Historically, 2010 was the 5th warmest March for the Reading area in 113 years at 47.4 exceeded by only 1903, 1946, 1921, and 1945 (52.4).  Officially, March 2000 is now tenth warmest of 113.  About half (15) of the days reached at least 60, three of which reached at least 70, including the highs of 75 and 76 which occurred appropriately on the first partial day and first full day of spring respectively.  On the cold side, only two days dipped below 30, both 26 on the 6th and 27th.  The 26 has become the highest March monthly minimum temperature at Reading 4 SW, exceeding 23 in March 2008.  Historically, the highest March minimum temperature occurred in 1942 at 30.  Moderately above normal rainfall for March boosted the yearly precipitation departure slightly into the plus side.  Though very slight, this is the first month-end in nearly two years in which the yearly precipitation departure was in plus territory.  Soaking rains from the 12th to 15th and 28th to 30th contributed the great majority of the 5.23 total. 
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MARCH)
Avg Temp 47.9 – 1st warmest of 26    (35.9 in 1993 to 47.9 in 2010)
Precip   5.23 – 8th wettest of 28    (0.69 in 2006 to 8.26 in 1993)
Snowfall    T - Least snowy of 28    (T in 4 years to 16.4 in 1984)
