 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
June 2010       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   86  69  69
 2   88  64  73
 3   88  68  68  0.06            -TSRA during dusk; heavy nearby south.
 4   90  65  72  0.32            ...brief +SHRA ~1300 (3rd).
 5   82  49  68
 6   78  59  59
 7   74  48  58
 8   73  47  48  0.05            Few -SHRA between 0700 and 0900.  Windy.
 9   55  44  44
10   62  38  42
11   56  36  47  0.33            -RA late aftn into evening, RA ~ midnight...
12   55  47  49  0.55            ...till 0230 then occasional sprinkles.
13   69  43  59
14   85  58  72  0.02            VCTS early eve with -TSRA ~1725.
15   75  59  59
16   73  56  56
17   69  52  55  0.03            Occasional -RA evening.
18   55  50  52  0.41            Periods of rain, mostly late morning.
19   65  52  58   T
20   84  56  64   T
21   89  56  70
22   76  64  66   T              Sprinkles at times PM.
23   74  64  66  0.04            -SHRA ~0700; again ~1800.
24   79  65  66  0.09            Few -SHRA at times.
25   86  66  68
26   92  64  77
27   92  63  63  0.10            VCTS during evening w/ few -TSRA.
28   74  60  66  0.04            -RA early AM; few sprinkles afterward.
29   81  65  71  0.04            Sprinkles before and at dawn. SHRA 2330...
30   87  65  68  0.30            ...till 0110.
31   92  64  70  0.01            Strong TS to SW brought only brief -TSRA here.
SUM 2570 1735    5.12  0.0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 66.2 (+3.9)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 76.5 (+2.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 56.0 (+5.3)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   92 (+2) on 31st+  (record 98 on 30 May 1987)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   70 on 2nd         (record 72 on 24 May 2004+)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    36 (-0) on 11th   (record 31 on 14 May 1996)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    55 on 18th+       (record 49 on 02 May 1995)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      103 (4631)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      147 (172)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 5.12 (-0.22)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   19.90 (-1.42)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.82 on 2nd       (record 3.12 19 May 1988)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    3.11 on 2nd-3rd   (rec 4.10 05-06 May 1989)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       56.5 (+28.3)     
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on            (record 0.0 on 00 May 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on            (rec 0.0 on 00-00 May 0000)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           5 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           26 on 8th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.37 on 11th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.44 on 8th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps showed a modest net gain from beginning to end despite a large dip during the middle and ranged from 51 on the 11th to 79 on the 31st but spent the majority of the month in the 60s. 
HIGHLIGHTS
May rainfall began strongly as the remnant of the historic Tennessee Valley deluges of 1 and 2 May coursed directly over the Reading area during the overnight of the 2nd and 3rd.  Upon reaching the area, it had "penciled out" from a wide swath of 6 to over 12 inches of rain over Tennessee to a much narrower swath of around 3 inches along or just north of the PA Turnpike.  Nevertheless, the remnant produced the first 24-hour precipitation event of at least 3 inches (3.11) at Reading 4 SW since 3.25 fell within a 24-hour period spanning February 12-13, 2008.  Flooding was minimal as antecedent ground conditions were rather dry.  Despite this strong start, May rainfall ended slightly subnormal as subsequent rainfalls were only light to moderate, even though heavy rains fell nearby with a few of them.  However, this May was second wettest of the last twelve despite ranking slightly under the long-term average.
Pleasant late spring warmth or early summer heat with high humidity dominated this May but was interrupted by early spring chill twice during the middle.  The majority of the Reading area endured "freeze warnings" on the 10th and 11th with lows in the mid or upper 30s to preserve the first spring during the 26 with temperature records at Reading 4 SW in which the last freezing temperature occurred before April after an April minimum temperature of 35.  The final freezing temperature of this spring was 32 on 28 March.  Officially, Reading (RDG) had its last spring freeze on the same date to mark the first pre-April last freeze since 1966.  Pre-April final spring freezes were rather common during the middle decades of the 1900s.  Although RDG tied a record low maximum temperature on the 18th at 54, the warmth was more amazing.  The low of 70 at RDG and Reading 4 SW on the 2nd not only bettered the 1916 high minimum record by 7 degrees, it moved up the earliest daily minimum of 70 or above by 19 days.  This low of 70, having survived nearly 2 inches of rain, was very telling of the tropical character of this early-month air.  This warmer-than-normal May, combined with a much warmer-than-normal March and April, produced a new warmest statistical spring at RDG with 56.4, besting the 1921 standard of 56.2.  Summery temperatures accompanied the entire Memorial holiday weekend to foster excellent early-season outdoor swimming conditions for the fourth consecutive year.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)
Avg Temp 66.2 – 5th warmest of 26    (57.7 in 2005 to 68.3 in 2004)
Precip   5.12 – 9th wettest of 28    (1.15 in 2005 to 12.66 in 1989)
Snowfall  0.0 - Last occurrence of May flurries was 9 May 1977.

