 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
February 2011       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   30  26  28  0.30  0.2   9   Wintry mix AM; lull; FZRA late evening.
 2   38  28  32  1.04        8   FZRA till 0500; RA 0500-0900; 0.3” glaze …
 3   33  18  18              7     … at 0700.
 4   38  12  23              7
 5   39  23  39  0.34        7   -FZRA 0500-1000, then RA/DZ till dusk.
 6   43  29  29              7
 7   47  30  38  0.05        6   Occasional -RA dusk to dawn ended as …
 8   38  18  18  0.03   T    5   … a bit of wet snow.
 9   29  12  28              5
10   28  13  13              5
11   38   9  21              5
12   41  19  26   T     T    4   Feeble flurries around 1600.
13   45  21  45              4
14   59  40  40  0.01        3   -SHRA at dusk.
15   40  26  26              2
16   50  23  37              1
17   65  36  57              T   Record warmth; 64 at RDG tied 1976 record.
18   72  50  52              0   Record warmth; 71 at RDG surpassed 70/1981.
19   52  32  32
20   44  27  36  0.03  0.1   T   -RA/-SN late evening.
21   38  23  23  0.11  1.0   1   -SN/-PL/-RA before daybreak.  SN late eve …
22   36  18  21  0.23  2.3   3   … till near dawn.
23   44  13  25              T
24   45  21  39  0.05        0   Light rain after dusk.
25   56  34  34  0.99            RA/-RA till noontime.
26   45  32  37
27   53  36  45
28   59  39  39  0.57            Few SHRA/TSRA AM till early PM. -SHRA dusk …
29   --  --  --                  … till 2100.
30   --  --  --
31   --  --  --
SUM 1245 708     3.75  3.6 
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 34.9 (+1.4)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 44.5 (+2.3)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 25.3 (+0.5)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   72 (+10) on 18th (record  77 on 24 Feb 1985)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   50 on 18th       (record  51 on 24 Feb 1985+)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:     9 (-1) on 11th  (record  -3 on 06 Feb 1996+)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    28 on 10th       (record  16 on 16 Feb 2003+)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      837 (3881)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.75 (+0.52)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   6.40 (-0.54)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.04 on 2nd       (record 2.81  13 Feb 2008)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.15 on 1st-2nd   (rec 3.25  12-13 Feb 2008)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      3.6 (-6.6)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       24.3 (-0.0)       
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    2.3 on 22nd       (record 26.0  11 Feb 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  3.2 on 21st-22nd  (rec 26.0  11-11 Feb 1983)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         9 on 1st

Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           32 on 19th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.34 on 15th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.20 on 25th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps held steady at 34 or 35 while under insulating snow cover through the 18th then hovered mainly upper 30s to low 40s rest of month.
HIGHLIGHTS
The harshness of January relaxed during February, though only slightly at first.  Then February from Valentines Day to the end brought typical late winter variability during which the warm periods overcame both the somewhat persistent early cold and the brief chills later to result in a moderately warmer than normal February on average.  Record warmth of the 17th and 18th tipped the anomaly to the plus side and included the year’s first 70 temperature (72) on the 18th and a minimum of 50 on the same day which was only one degree below the warmest February daily minimum temperature of 51 which occurred twice during the 27 Februaries (from 1985) with complete temperature records at Reading 4 SW.  Ironically, this early fling with spring was soon followed by a light, then a moderate snowfall, which accounted for almost all of this February’s snowfall.
After a January which brought more than double average January snowfall, this February produced less than half the average for February and less than ten percent of the record breaking February snowfall of a year ago.  However, the snow pack left from January, hardened by entrained rain and coatings of ice, was slow to ablate during the first half of February despite only small additions, but then melted rapidly and completely during the warm spell of the 17th and 18th.  Later, the fresh covering left by the 3.2-inch snowfall during the 21st-22nd overnight melted within 30 hours.  While snowfall was only slightly disruptive this February, early-month glaze ice was very disruptive.  Ice accretion early on Groundhog Day reached a few tenths to an inch in the area and inflicted significant damage to trees and power lines as well as disrupting traffic.  Shortly afterward, only a slight ice accretion around dawn of the 5th caused negligible damage to trees and power lines but disrupted traffic more severely than on the 2nd as it caught many early Saturday morning travelers unaware.  The year’s first thunder at Reading 4 SW occurred during the AM of this February’s final day, and there were at least two distinct thunderstorms several hours apart.  Although the storms were rather boomy, they produced only moderate rainfall.  Overall, precipitation totaled modestly above normal this February and offset almost half of January’s deficiency.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH

Avg Temp 34.9 – 9th warmest of 27 Februaries   (26.7 in 1994 to 40.3 in 1998)
Precip   3.75 – 11th wettest of 29 Februaries   (0.67 in 2009+ to 7.22 in 2008)
Snowfall 3.6 - 11th least snow of 29 Februaries   (T in 1998 to 43.5 in 2010)
