 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, West Lawn 0.9 SSE              Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2011       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   46  34  38  0.34  0.2       Periods of -RA till 1530 except wet -SN...
 2   55  34  45                   ...early daylight. Rice- to pea-hail ~1500.
 3   59  39  45  0.05            Light rain after dusk.
 4   78  44  64   T
 5   68  39  39  0.83            Rain predawn till early afternoon.
 6   55  37  45   T
 7   54  43  43
 8   46  41  42  0.73            Steady rain 0700 till late evening.
 9   56  40  51
10   61  50  52
11   86  52  68  0.09            Evening -TSRA around 2000. Record max temp.
12   68  50  50  0.72            Periods of rain.
13   51  46  50  0.26            Periods of light rain till late afternoon.
14   72  43  55
15   61  44  44
16   61  43  55  1.61            Periods of rain, some +RA, and TSRA late aftn.
17   62  46  59   T
18   66  45  50   T
19   54  45  51  0.25            Periods of light rain began ~0700.
20   79  47  57
21   62  44  44
22   51  38  42  0.05            Light rain evening.
23   67  42  64  0.58            Periods of RA AM, heavy ~0700; -SHRA late eve.
24   80  60  63  0.82  [EASTER]  SHRA/+TSRA early evening.
25   85  62  75  0.01            Brief light shower ~0700.
26   84  70  70  0.02            Light shower after 2350.
27   82  66  74   T              Shower ended shortly after 0001.
28   78  56  56  1.23            SHRA/TSRA dawn till early afternoon.
29   65  49  50  0.01            -SHRA late afternoon.
30   70  48  48
31   --  --  --
SUM 1962 1397    7.60  0.2   0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 56.0 (+3.1)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 65.4 (+1.1)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 46.6 (+5.1)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   86 (+1) on 11th  (record  94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   70R on 26th      (record  66 on 09 Apr 1991)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    34 (+6) on 2nd+  (record  23 on 07 Apr 2002+)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    46 on 8th+       (record  35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      305 (4897)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      41 (41)
-- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 7.60 (+3.58)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   20.54 (+5.26)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.61 on 16th      (record 2.58  15 Apr 2007)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.61 on 16th-16th (rec 3.09  15-16 Apr 1983)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.2 (-0.4)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       24.7 (-4.3)       
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.2 on 1st        (record 5.1  07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.2 on 1st-1st    (rec 5.1  07-07 Apr 2003)
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         T on 1st
Days with Hail:                    1
Days with Thunder (Dep):           4 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           29 on 16th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.43 on 22nd
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.17 on 5th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps began April in the low 40s then climbed to the mid 60s by the final week.
HIGHLIGHTS
April 2011 brought frequent and plentiful rainfall which was well distributed during the month and totaled 7.60 which was a distant second to the greatest in 29 years of record, 9.81 in 1983.  Local press reported this was favorable for fruit growers but unfavorable for the planting of grain crops.  Unlike most areas in Pennsylvania, Reading 4 SW had no 24-hour rainfalls near or above 2 inches.  Of the several substantial daily rainfalls amounts, all fell short of their respective daily records, even with the brief 29 period of record.  Further, the frequency of rain resulted in 16 days with measurable precipitation, edging past the previous greatest of 15 which occurred during three Aprils since 1983.  Wintry precipitation was limited to a brief coating of wet snow during the morning rush of the 1st (no fooling) and should be the finale of the 2010-11 snow season.  Up to a couple of inches accumulated on nearby hilltops.  Ironically, the meager 0.2 amount was a new snowfall record for 1 April.  This does not include the convective shower of rain and pea-size hail during the afternoon of the same day.  The most recent April with more snow was the one with greatest snowfall in 29 years, April 2003.
After considerable reluctance to warming, sustained warmth eventually took hold from Easter Sunday, the 24th, to nearly the end of the month.  Before Easter, cool, but never unusually cold, weather dominated.  But the coolness was interrupted by four spikes of warmth (4th, 11th, 14th, and 20th), each of which brought about a half day of balminess.  The 86 on the 11th surpassed the Reading area's weak long term record of 83 from 1922 and 1955.  The period from Sunday the 24th till early Thursday evening the 28th was just like summer with temps at or above 60, and highs of 78 to 85 each day.  The warm minimum temperatures were the greatest contributors to producing the 2nd warmest April (only to last year) of 27 at 56.0, edging past 1985's 55.9.  The low of 70 on the 26th bettered last year's record of 2 May for the earliest in spring of a daily min temp of 70 or above on the 26th as Reading 4 SW narrowly escaped the cooling gust front which spoiled what would have been a new official Reading area April daily high min temperature of 69 (68 on 25 April 1960) as it cooled briefly to 64 a few minutes before midnight EST at the RDG Airport.  Reading 4 SW cooled to 66 a few minutes after midnight EST.  Both RDG and Reading 4 SW recovered to near 70 before dawn.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)

Avg Temp 56.0 – 2nd warmest of 27            (49.7 in 2007 to 56.9 in 2010)

Precip   7.60 – 2nd wettest of 29            (0.65 in 1985 to 9.81 in 1983)

Snowfall  0.2 - 6th most snow (3-way) of 29  (0.0 in 8 years to 5.1 in 2003)

