 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                 Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
December 2011       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   51  32  34
 2   53  27  36
 3   49  27  32
 4   57  30  39
 5   59  36  52
 6   62  52  62  0.16            Occasional light rain.
 7   62  35  35  1.75   T        Ocnl -RA till dawn then steady RA mixed w/...
 8   45  31  31  0.04   T        ...wet snow at midnight, ended before dawn.
 9   50  28  33
10   42  26  26
11   41  21  25
12   43  20  28
13   47  21  31
14   50  30  45  0.01            Light rain 2000-2100.
15   58  45  57   T              Sub-measurable sprinkles at times.
16   58  38  38
17   40  30  30   T     T        Feeble snow flurries during the afternoon.
18   37  26  27
19   48  26  46
20   50  40  40  0.17            Light rain afternoon into early evening.
21   61  40  55  0.18            Ocnl -RA daytime; brief gusty TSRA ~2105.
22   59  43  47  0.27            Rain late evening.
23   48  33  33  0.52            Rain before dawn.
24   40  27  27
25   48  25  36
26   48  29  29
27   51  29  42  0.84            Rain forenoon into early evening.
28   43  28  28
29   35  23  32   T     T        Few snow flurries during the afternoon.
30   52  27  44
31   54  38  47  0.02            Light rain before dawn.
SUM 1541 963     3.96   T     
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 40.4 (+5.2)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 49.7 (+6.8)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 31.1 (+3.7)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   62 (-0) on 6,7th (record  77 on 29 Dec 1984)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   52 on 6th        (record  58 on 23 Dec 1990+)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    20 (+7) on 12th  (record  -2 on 24 Dec 1989)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    35 on 29th       (record  16 on 26 Dec 1985)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      756 (1543)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (1406)
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.96 (-0.30)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   62.88 (+10.98)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.75 on 7th       (record 3.27  12 Dec 1982)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.79 on 7th-8th   (rec 3.90  04-05 Dec 1993)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      T   (-4.2)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       5.5 (+0.6)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    T on few days (record 8.0 on 05 Dec 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  T on few days (record 10.0 on 27-28 Dec 1990) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 (all melted as it fell)
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           27 on 21st, 28th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.62 on 3rd
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.32 on 29th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps showed a slight net decrease from the mid 40s to the low 40s but climbed into the low 50s or dropped into the upper 30s during the warmest/coolest days of the month.
HIGHLIGHTS
December 2011 at Reading 4 SW turned out mild and moist and virtually snowless as would have been predicted accurately based on the analog from the mainly warm and wet autumn of 1953 when a foot of wet snow fell on 6 into 7 November, the closest analog to the 29 October wet snowstorm of this year.  The precipitation total of 3.96 fell in the low-end normal range and included only a few traces of snow.  And there was no sleet or glaze ice.  Berks County precipitation showed little variance this December and included no outstandingly low or high monthly totals.  Almost half of the month's rain (1.95) fell when an occasional light rain on the 6th evolved into a steady, and at times, heavy rain during the 7th which ended shortly after midnight, mixed with a trace of wet snow.   While the 1.75 on the 7th was an easy new precipitation record for the date of the last 29 years at Reading 4 SW, it was way short of the long-term record of 2.23 (1914) for the Reading area.  Two weeks later, a bit of lightning and thunder accompanied a brief, moderate rain shower while the temperature was about 60 during the early evening of the 21st, a few hours before the winter solstice.
Despite the absence of unusually warm December weather, mild days were common, and harshly cold weather also was absent.  This combination resulted in a fifth warmest December of the last 28 at Reading 4 SW.  Officially for the Reading area, December 2011 with 39.7 edged slightly over the 39.4 of December 1953 which was wet (5.63) and with only traces of snow, making this December a near-twin of that December 58 years earlier as the anomalous mid-autumnal snowstorms both of those years would predict.  This December's maximum temperature of 62 at midnight of the 6th/7th is a typical December maximum, but the minimum temperature of 20 was several degrees above a typical December minimum.  Besides 2011, only Decembers of 1984 (25) and 2006 (21) had minimum temperatures above the teens.  Further, only two days failed to reach at least 40, and all reached at least 35.  Officially at RDG, three new or tied temperature records occurred during December: high minimum tie of 53 on the 6th, high minimum of 43 on the 15th, and high maximum tie of 61 on the 21st. 
Thus, this December was somewhat eventful, even though the scarcity of cold and snow might have left an impression of a "hum-drum" December.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (DECEMBER)
Avg Temp 40.4 – 5th warmest of 28      (23.8 in 1989 to 41.7 in 1984, 2006)
Precip  3.96 – 13th wettest of 29      (0.65 in 1998 to 11.76 in 1983)

Snowfall  T - Least snowy (tie) of 29  (6 with T to 17.3 in 1995)
