 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                 Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
January 2012       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   55  36  45  0.04            Occasional light rain mid aftn to early eve.
 2   45  30  30   T     T        Occasional snow flurries during afternoon.
 3   31  16  16  0.01  0.1       Snow shower at dawn.
 4   28  12  24
 5   40  23  28
 6   57  27  35
 7   63  30  41
 8   45  28  28
 9   42  27  36
10   47  29  29
11   48  24  42  0.22            Rain, mostly light, evening into predawn…
12   48  42  46  0.94            …then heavy at times w/ T & L predawn then…
13   49  28  28  0.10   T        …occasional light rain ended as flurries…
14   35  27  28                  …around sunrise of 13th.
15   28  16  16   T     T        Feeble flurries before dawn.
16   37  13  36  0.05   T        Light rain late evening, little sleet.
17   54  36  54  0.21            Light rain, mostly daybreak to noontime.
18   54  26  26
19   35  17  34
20   35  23  29                   Snow w/ some sleet and a little frzg rain…
21   29  23  24  0.50  4.0   4   …mostly 0100 to 0900 then leftover flurries.                
22   30  17  30   T          3   Light freezing drizzle at times.
23   46  30  41  0.20        1   Rain mostly late morning to mid afternoon.
24   51  36  36              0
25   44  36  36   T              Light rain began very late evening.
26   40  35  40  0.33            Periods of light rain.
27   58  40  41  0.46            Periods of rain till 0930.
28   48  34  38
29   45  32  37
30   41  30  30
31   64  26  54
SUM 1572 849     3.06  4.1    
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 35.8 (+4.4)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 44.3 (+5.1)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 27.4 (+3.8)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   64 (+5) on 31st  (record  71 on 06 Jan 2007)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   42 on 12th       (record  61 on 15 Jan 1995)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    12 (+5) on 4th   (record -14 on 21 Jan 1994)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    28 on 4th,15th   (record   2 on 19 Jan 1994)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      898 (2441)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.06 (-0.65)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   3.06 (-0.65)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.94 on 12th      (record 2.04  17 Jan 1994)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.11 on 12th-13th (rec 2.80  07-08 Jan 1996)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      4.1 (-5.7)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       9.6 (-5.1)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    4.0 on 21st      (record 19.0 on 07 Jan 1996)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  4.0 on 21st-21st (rec 28.0 on 07-08 Jan 1996) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         4 on 21st
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (+1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           29 on 3rd
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.53 on 15th,16th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.20 on 13th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps hovered mostly in the upper 30s and low 40s throughout the month but slipped to the mid 30s during cold snaps. 
HIGHLIGHTS
January 2012 was mostly mild, continuing the trend of November and December.  The few episodes of harsh cold were of short duration, and snowfalls were infrequent with only one of more than only a light coating.  While total precipitation was moderately subnormal, rainfall was about average and compensated for the shortfall of snow and included one rainstorm which totaled an inch and a quarter.  The year’s first occurrence of thunder came during this moderately heavy rainfall during the predawn of the 12th.  

The year began mild with some light rain and temperatures above freezing continuously between the year’s first two midnights.  However, temperatures tanked as the sharpest cold snap, including the month’s minimum temperature of 12, came charging but then recovered to a warmer peak of 63 all within the first week of the New Year.  Not to be outdone, temperatures soared during the final day to a monthly maximum of 64.  In between, moderate temperatures for January prevailed and were interrupted by two brief, moderately harsh cold snaps.   
The second of those snaps was accompanied by the month’s only widespread measurable snowfall of 3 to 5 inches across the Reading area including 4.0 at Reading 4 SW on the 21st.  This moderate snowfall was only minimally disruptive since it occurred on a Saturday and was accurately forecasted in advance.  Ironically, the most disruptive snowfall by far occurred on Tuesday the 3rd as a sudden snow squall brought a coating to nearly an inch to a 2- to 4-mile wide corridor from west to east across part of the Reading area.  However, it occurred during the morning rush as many thousands were returning to work and school after the New Year’s holiday and hit the very busy commercial district of West Reading and Wyomissing, immediately east of Reading 4 SW but west of center city.  All the while, the great majority of Berks County had only minor flurries.  Some commuters were caught off guard as they traveled from partly clear skies and dry roads to blinding snow and slick roads within very short distances, resulting in numerous spinouts and collisions.  Traffic soon became snarled within the narrow corridor in which the squall struck then outward several miles over which the roads remained dry.  Reading 4 SW was on the western edge of this squall and was coated with about an eight of an inch of snow, the first measurable snow since the super-historic 29 October snowstorm.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (JANUARY)
Avg Temp 35.8 – 6th warmest of 28       (22.1 in 1994 to 39.6 in 2006)
Precip  3.06 – 14th driest of 30        (1.58 in 2008 to 8.00 in 1996)

Snowfall  4.1 - 11th least snowy of 30  (0.3 in 2006 to 46.5 in 1996)
