 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                 Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
February 2012       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   65  43  43  0.03            Period of light rain toward dawn. Some crocus
 2   46  36  39                    flowers bloom.
 3   46  28  30
 4   42  26  34                  Light rain, wet snow nearby SW during aftn.
 5   45  27  27
 6   52  23  35
 7   51  31  36
 8   39  32  32  0.15  0.7    1  Wet snow aftn/eve melted on impact except...
 9   43  27  27               0   ...during heavier burst during dusk.
10   42  23  35  0.02   T     T  Wet snow late evening, continued at times...
11   38  23  23  0.18  0.9    T   thru AM; lgt rain/snow showers aftn into eve.
12   31  18  28               0
13   46  25  31
14   52  31  41   T     T        Feeble flurries ~0800; afternoon sprinkles.
15   48  30  30   T              Sprinkle at daybreak.
16   42  29  42  0.28   T        Lgt rain late morn into eve began as tiny...
17   50  37  38                   ...amount of wet snow and sleet.
18   53  28  38   T              Sprinkle ~1700.
19   46  28  36
20   46  28  28
21   49  24  42                
22   60  33  47
23   60  45  49
24   49  39  42  0.34            Occasional rain, mostly predawn.
25   43  33  34  0.03  0.1       Wet snow squall ~0930, melted within an hour.
26   46  32  29
27   61  25  49
28   53  34  42
29   43  38  43  1.31   T        Periods of rain after 0900, some rather heavy,
30   --  --  --                  ...began with tiny bit of sleet; continued...
31   --  --  --
SUM 1387 876     2.34  1.7    
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 39.0 (+5.5)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 47.8 (+5.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 30.2 (+5.4)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   65 (+3) on 1st   (record  77 on 24 Feb 1885)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   45 on 23rd       (record  51 on 24 Feb 1985+)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    18 (+9) on 12th  (record  -3 on 06 Feb 1996+)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    31 on 12th       (record  16 on 16 Feb 2003+)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      746 (3112)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.34 (-0.68)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   5.40 (-1.33)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.31 on 29th      (record 2.81  13 Feb 2008)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.37 on 29th-1st  (rec 3.25  12-13 Feb 2008)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      1.7 (-8.2)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       11.3 (-13.3)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.9 on 11th      (record 26.0 on 11 Feb 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.9 on 10th-11th (rec 26.0 on 11-11 Feb 1983) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         1 on 11th
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           29 on 25th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.44 on 3rd
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.34 on 23rd
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps were above freezing all month long and mostly in the upper 30s and low 40s but dipped briefly to mid 30s and rose briefly to mid 40s.
HIGHLIGHTS
February complemented an unusually warm statistical (meteorological) winter.  Officially for the Reading area, February was sixth warmest, and winter (DJF) was fifth warmest, during 115 years of complete and continuous records.  For Reading 4 SW, February was third warmest of 28 at 39.0, and meteorological winter was second warmest of 28 at 38.4 which nudged slightly ahead of 1997-98 (38.3) but short of 2001-02 (38.8).  February began unusually warm with a maximum temperature of 65 which proved to be the month's maximum.  Then the rest of February brought mostly mediocre mildness.  The persistence of moderately above normal temperatures, which was interrupted by a brief moderate cold snap around Abraham Lincoln's birthday, contributed to one of the warmest months of February overall.  That two-day cold snap on the 11th and 12th brought the only two daily maximum temperatures below 40, one of which was subfreezing at 31; the only minimum temperature below 20 at 18; and comprised the only two days colder than normal the entire month, and only by a modest margin.  After the initial 65 maximum, three days rather late in the month reached either 60 or 61 which is close to par for an average February.
Meanwhile, precipitation was scant with no daily amounts over 0.34.  And this February would have been third driest to 0.67 in both 2002 and 2009 with 1.03 if this were be a non-leap-day February.  However, Leap Day brought a soaking rain of 1.31 which more than doubled the paltry monthly total through the 28th. The resulting final monthly total of 2.34 was still among the driest third and moderately subnormal.  February on average is the driest month of the year, not only because it has fewest days but also because copious tropical moisture reaches this area least often during the late winter time of year.
The snowfall pattern of this February also followed suit with the prevailing mild temperatures and low precipitation.  Measurable snowfalls numbered only three, were all less than a full inch, and were of wet consistency.  Their resultant coatings whitened the ground for only hours at a time.  Thus, the combined snowfall for months November through February totaled only 5.8 which is only slightly more than the 5.5 of 29 October.  However for nearby high terrain, the October snowstorm still holds a strong majority of total season snowfall.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (FEBRUARY)
Avg Temp 39.0 – 3rd warmest of 28       (26.7 in 1994 to 40.3 in 1998)
Precip  2.34 –  8th driest of 30        (0.67 in 2009+ to 7.22 in 2008)

Snowfall  1.7 - 6th least snowy of 30   (T in 1998 to 43.5 in 2010)
