 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                 Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
March 2012       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   47  36  36  0.07            Occasional light rain & sprinkles into aftn.
 2   47  30  43  0.15            Evening light showers.
 3   59  41  42  0.01            Light rain early daylight.
 4   46  33  34                  Snow flurry observed N of Reading.
 5   45  28  31
 6   46  24  37
 7   65  30  56
 8   72  53  61   T              Light rain shower at…
 9   61  37  37  0.04            …and shortly after midnight.
10   43  29  30
11   64  27  45
12   71  34  60   T              Occasional sprinkles and…
13   78  55  55  0.02            …light rain overnight.
14   74  49  50
15   64  44  48
16   66  46  49  0.01            Occasional very lgt rain daybreak and forenoon.
17   74  43  53                  Dense fog dissipated rapidly after sunrise.
18   69  50  54   T              Dense fog and a bit of drizzle early daylight.
19   77  49  63
20   78  60  61
21   69  58  58   T              Feeble drizzle late morning.
22   70  53  55                  Brief dense fog at daybreak.
23   83  51  60                  Ditto.
24   60  50  50  0.15            Ocnl rain/drizzle late AM on with few brief…
25   64  47  59   T              …moderate showers which ended before dawn.
26   59  35  35
27   54  31  41
28   71  41  66  0.03            Light rain midday into early afternoon.
29   66  40  40
30   58  31  46  0.16            Rain late evening.
31   46  42  44  0.19            Rain AM, mostly predawn.
SUM 1946 1277    0.83  0.0    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 52.0 (+9.9)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 62.8 (+10.6)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 41.2 (+9.3)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   83 (+9) on 23rd  (record  89 on 30 Mar 1998)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   60 on 20th       (record  63 on 16 Mar 1990)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    24 (+8) on 6th   (record   5 on 19 Mar 1993)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    45 on 5th        (record  25 on 14 Mar 1993)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      403 (3515)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      8 (8)
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 0.83 (-3.49)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   6.23 (-4.82)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.19 on 30th      (record 3.12  21 Mar 2000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.35 on 30th-31st (rec 3.62  21-22 Mar 2000)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-4.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       11.3 (-17.3)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 14.0 on 13 Mar 1993)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 14.1 on 13-14 Mar 1993) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           31 on 26th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.59 on 6th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.47 on 3rd
Average 4-Inch Soil Temps were mostly in the 40s through the 12th and the 50s thereafter with observed extremes of 39 on the 4th and 62 on the 23rd.
HIGHLIGHTS
March 2012 at Reading 4 SW went to extremes in both warmth and dryness.  The final average temperature at Reading 4 SW of 52.0 far surpassed the previous warmest March during the 28 years of continuous temperature records at Reading 4 SW which was 47.9 in 2010.  Historically, really warm Marches had been lacking in recent decades.  Records from official Reading area observation stations show that eight of the ten warmest Marches since 1898 occurred on or before 1946.  The two more recent than 66 years ago now are 2010 at 47.4 (6th) and 2012 at 51.0 (2nd).  March 1945 continues to be a strong first at 52.4.  While only one day reached at least 80 this March, March 1945 had six including two 85s and an 86.  Several rather recent Marches had warmer maximums such as 89 in 1998, and a greater number of 80s such as five during both 1990 and 1998, but all of those had much of their warmth offset by much more seasonable late winter cold than this March.  While typical late winter chill was scarce this March, it was even scarcer during March 1945 when the last freezing temperature before autumn 1945 occurred on 9 March.  A couple of freezes occurred late March this year.  For March minimums, the 24 this year was second to 26 in 2010 at Reading 4 SW; however, in March 1945 the minimum was 28 in Reading.  Spring began with a low temperature of 60 (62 at RDG) on the 20th which was a new date record high minimum.  The only official record high maximum at RDG this March was 80 on the 23rd which edged passed a rather weak previous record of 79.
Meanwhile, precipitation was scant for the second month in a row.  With only a few hundredths of an inch of the 29 February soaking spilling into March and only a few light rains the rest of March in the Reading area, this March ended as second driest at Reading 4 SW with 0.83 behind only 0.69 in March 2006.  March 2012 was third driest at RDG with 0.80 behind only 0.66 in 1910 and 0.62 in 2006, and these are the only three Marches since at least 1870 to fall short of 1.00.  While this March was free of snow and sleet at RDG and Reading 4 SW, feeble snow flurries were observed just north of Reading on the 4th and over Delmarva on the 5th.  Since at least 1898, only Marches of 1903, 1945, and 2012 were officially free of new snow and sleet, but many others observed only traces.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MARCH)
Avg Temp 52.0 – 1st warmest of 28       (35.9 in 1993 to 52.0 in 2012)
Precip  0.83 –  2nd driest of 30        (0.69 in 2006 to 8.26 in 1993)

Snowfall  0.0 - 1st least snowy of 30   (0.00 in 2012 to 16.4 in 1984)
