 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                 Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
April 2012       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   56  43  49  0.10            Occasional light rain after 1600.
 2   59  42  44  0.07            Rain ended before 0100.
 3   67  39  50
 4   73  49  49
 5   61  41  42
 6   60  32  41
 7   63  31  44
 8   71  33  53                  Easter Sunday...sunny but windy at times.
 9   64  49  52
10   60  42  42
11   52  34  42   T              Afternoon sprinkles.
12   58  40  42   T              Afternoon sprinkles.
13   66  32  46
14   73  40  62
15   80  57  66  0.03            Light rain before noon.
16   90  56  71
17   77  56  56
18   61  50  51  0.04            Sprinkles then light rain PM.
19   73  51  54  0.01            Light rain and drizzle before dawn.
20   75  46  69
21   80  52  52  0.26            (T-)showers around between 1800 and 2100.
22   52  45  45  1.33            Rain forenoon on, heavy at times evening.
23   47  39  40  0.27            Rain tapered before dawn to occasionally light.
24   60  39  41
25   65  36  43
26   58  40  57  0.01            Occasional sprinkles.
27   57  39  39   T              Sprinkles ended long before dawn.
28   55  35  46   T              Sprinkles early evening.
29   66  34  49
30   64  34  55
31   --  --  --
SUM 1943 1256    2.12  0.0    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 53.3 (+0.4)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 64.8 (+0.5)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 41.9 (+0.3)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   90 (+5) on 16th  (record  94 on 17 Apr 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   57 on 15th       (record  70 on 26 Apr 2011)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    31 (+2) on 7th   (record  23 on 07 Apr 2002+)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    47 on 23rd       (record  35 on 08 Apr 2003)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      360 (3875)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      15 (23)
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.12 (-2.22)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   8.35 (-7.04)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.33 on 22nd      (record 2.58  15 Apr 2007)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.57 on 22nd-23rd (rec 3.09  15-16 Apr 1983)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.6)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       11.3 (-17.9)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 5.1 on 07 Apr 2003)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 5.1 on 07-07 Apr 2003) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           1 (-2)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           26 on 9th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.29 on 30th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.18 on 23rd
Average 4-Inch Soil Temperatures were mostly in the 50s except mid 60s during the third week warmth and mid 40s with some of the near-freezing air temps.
HIGHLIGHTS
The dominance of abnormal warmth during March ebbed away during April such that the final nine days of April were abnormally cool including a high temperature of 47 on the 23rd and a few near-freezing lows.  But the last day with a low temperature of 32 or below occurred on the 13th with 32 which is close to the long-term average for the last freezing temperature of spring in the Reading area.  However, the several days between these cool periods was warm including the year's first 90 on the 16th at both Reading 4 SW and officially at the Airport (RDG) where it surpassed the previous record high of 88 from 2002.  But this was the only day which surpassed 80; therefore, extreme warmth was limited to this one day.  Overall, the cool and warm episodes averaged to a slightly warmer than average April this year.  After a March whose average temperature was only slightly below the long-term average for April, the risk of having an April cooler than March was greatly heightened as only several Marches averaged warmer than the coldest April.  A check of historical Reading area temperature records back to 1898 showed no years which March was warmer than April as all of the warmest Marches were followed by Aprils which were at least slightly warmer than average as it was this year.  However, the difference between this year's March and April of one to two degrees was one of the slimmest.
A wet period accompanied the abrupt change from warm to very cool, first with the month's only thunder, with moderate rain, during the early evening of the 21st, then with a beneficial soaking from late AM of the 22nd to early AM of the 23rd.  While only a few light rain showers with temperatures staying in the 40s dampened the Reading area the remainder of the 23rd, unusual late April snow was accumulating on much of western Pennsylvania with some higher elevations of the Alleghenies getting nearly or slightly more than a foot.  However, April precipitation totaled slightly less than half of normal despite the total rainfall of 1.76 for this wet episode.  And this was the only substantial rain which fell at Reading 4 SW since 29 February and only dented a growing yearly precipitation deficit.  Officially at RDG, only 6.66 of precipitation have accrued through 30 April to mark the second least first-four-month precipitation total for the Reading area during 143 years of record.  Only January through April 1985 was lower at 5.95, and only 2009 at 6.71 and 1969 at 7.08 were close. Notice these driest first four months of a year have occurred rather recently.  
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (APRIL)
Avg Temp 53.3 – 13th warmest of 28      (49.7 in 2007    to 56.9 in 2010)
Precip  2.12 –  5th driest of 30        (0.65 in 1985    to 9.81 in 1983)

Snowfall  0.0 - 1st least snowy of 30   (0.00 in 9 years to 5.1 in 2003)
