 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                 Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
May 2012       

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   78  52  60  0.16            Showers & nearby t-shower predawn to dawn.
 2   60  54  54  0.08            Light rain around dawn. (T)-showers, mostly...
 3   72  54  62  0.32            ...light, midnight to predawn.
 4   85  60  67  0.04            Weak t-storm around early evening.
 5   77  61  62   T              Sprinkles early evening.
 6   69  57  57
 7   65  54  58  0.10            Light rain midday and afternoon.
 8   70  58  64  0.47            Periods of mostly light rain midday on.
 9   75  57  57  0.07            Light rain after dusk...ended before...
10   66  49  49  0.02            ...0100.  Sprinkle early evening.
11   72  46  50
12   81  44  61
13   83  56  63  0.01            Evening sprinkles continuing into predawn 14th.
14   69  60  63  0.37            Steady lgt rain midday/aftn, occasional eve...
15   74  63  63  0.77            ...into aftn. T-storm mid eve was moderate...
16   84  60  69   T              ...here but very heavy few nearby areas.
17   74  52  52   T              Sprinkles late eve 16th to around midnight.
18   78  46  55
19   84  48  61
20   84  53  68
21   72  63  64  0.10            Few showers before dawn and late morning.
22   80  64  65   T              Brief sprinkles at times.
23   84  61  67  0.15            Skirting aftn t-storms; brief downpour ~1530.
24   84  66  67  0.01            Sprinkles at times.
25   86  67  71
26   90  67  69  1.48            Intense TSTM ~1800, 1.4 in 20 min, small hail.
27   88  69  69  0.03            Skirting t-storms at times predawn into eve.
28   90  67  79                  Summery for Memorial Day 7th consecutive year.
29   92  69  69  0.98            Brief heavy TSTM ~1730 then lighter showers...
30   84  65  66   T              ...ended at midnight.
31   81  61  61
SUM 2432 1800    5.16  0.0    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 68.3 (+5.7)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 78.5 (+4.4)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 58.1 (+7.0)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   92 (+1) on 29th  (record  98 on 30 May 1987)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   69 on 27th,29th  (record  72 on 30 May 2011+)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    44 (+8) on 12th  (record  31 on 14 May 1996)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    60 on 2nd        (record  49 on 02 May 1995)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      38 (3913)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      147 (170)
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 5.16 (+0.68)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   13.51 (-6.36)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        1.48 on 26th      (record 3.12  19 May 1988)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.48 on 26th-26th (rec 4.10  05-06 May 1989)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       11.3 (-17.9)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 0.0 on 00 May 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 0.0 on 00-00 May 0000) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    1
Days with Thunder (Dep):           9 (+4)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           23 on 10th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.23 on 12th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.53 on 10th
Average 4-Inch Soil Temperature data are sparse beginning with this May, and this section will be discontinued until further notice.
HIGHLIGHTS
After a chilly ending to April, sustained above normal warmth, like March, resumed early in May and continued through the end of the month.  The final average temperature of 68.3 tied May 2004 for the warmest May in at least 28 years at Reading 4 SW.  Although a few Mays, such as 1991, had more hot days, this May was most consistently warm and had less cool weather than any other May.  All 31 days reached at least 60, and only five days failed to reach 70.  Meanwhile, only five days saw lows below 50, the lowest of which was 44.  The combination of the warmest March, warmest May, and a slightly warmer than average April produced the warmest statistical spring at Reading 4 SW at 57.9, and substantially surpassed the 57.0 from 2010.  None of the 26 other springs on record at Reading 4 SW came even close to 2010 and 2012.  Officially for Reading, spring 2012 surpassed the recent record warm spring of 2010 by an equal 0.9 degree and the previous longstanding warmest spring of 1921 by 1.1 degrees.  Reading's May 2012 average of 67.8 was second to May 1944's 68.4.  Official Reading temperature records date back to 1898.
The persistent warm pattern was accompanied by numerous hit-or-miss shower or thunderstorm episodes while large-scale overrunning rains typical of cooler patterns were absent.  Despite the many days with some rain and thunder, this May at Reading 4 SW appeared to be destined to become yet another month with substantially subnormal precipitation as of the beginning of the Memorial Weekend as the numerous thunderstorms delivered their downpours elsewhere but still nearby and only meager rainfalls on Reading 4 SW.  That trend was interrupted the early evening of Saturday the 26th as a thunderstorm back-building from the NNE deluged Reading 4 SW with 1.48, including some small hail, and all except about a tenth of an inch of it poured within 20 minutes.  Another heavy thunderstorm brought nearly an inch of rain three evenings later.  These two late-month storms catapulted the May rainfall tally to a high-end normal amount of 5.16.  Many areas of northern and far western Berks County, which were visited by downpours more often, garnered monthly rainfalls of 6 to over 8 inches while a few neighborhoods of Reading's western suburbs collected less than 4.5 inches, even as little as 3.5.  Seventeen days with measurable rainfall at Reading 4 SW tied Mays 1989 and 2003 for the most, and nine days with thunder was third after Mays 1991 and 2004 which both had ten thunder days.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (MAY)
Avg Temp 68.3 – 1st warmest of 28 (tie)   (57.7 in 2005 to 68.3 in 2004, 2012)
Precip  5.16 –  9th wettest of 30         (1.15 in 2005 to 12.66 in 1989)

Snowfall  0.0 - Last occurrence of May flurries was 9 May 1977.
