 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40°19.0’N, Lon 75°59.3’W, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                 Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
August 2012     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   85  68  71  0.07            Occasional light rain predawn to forenoon.
 2   91  67  75
 3   93  70  75
 4   93  72  79
 5   93  74  76  0.65            TSTM 1600-1630, 0.5 in 15 min, then light...

 6   89  68  68                   ...rain into early evening.
 7   88  63  71
 8   92  67  78
 9   92  70  72  0.04            TSTM in area at times PM; missed all downpours.
10   83  71  74  0.48            Morning showers, briefly heavy around 0630.
11   87  71  71  0.10            Brief shower at 1830; light rain after dusk.
12   84  65  68
13   87  62  67
14   81  66  71  0.92            TSTMs ~0700, ~1700, late eve; heavier to NW.
15   83  67  69  0.29            TSTM ended by 0100. Light shower early aftn.
16   86  64  67
17   89  64  67  0.20            Late afternoon t-shower; evening light rain.
18   82  60  60
19   76  56  64
20   81  63  63  0.46            Heavy shower to light rain early evening.
21   83  60  64
22   86  59  65
23   89  61  69
24   89  64  72
25   81  67  72
26   88  67  70
27   88  69  77  0.15            Brief moderate shower at daybreak.
28   87  69  69  0.12            Light rain predawn till daybreak.
29   84  61  62
30   86  56  63
31   92  60  74
SUM 2688 2021    3.48  0.0    0
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 76.0 (+2.0)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 86.7 (+2.6)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 65.2 (+1.4)

Extreme Daily High Maximum Temp:   93 (-1) on 3,4,5 (record 101 on 02 Aug 2002)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   74 on 5th        (record  81 on 02 Aug 2006)
Extreme Daily Low Minimum Temp:    56 (+4) on 19,30 (record  42 on 30 Aug 1986)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    76 on 19th       (record  61 on 21 Aug 2007)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      348 (1196)
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 3.48 (-0.51)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   23.28 (-10.82)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.92 on 15th      (record 3.32  27 Aug 2006)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    1.19 on 15th-16th (rec 3.70  27-28 Aug 2011)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      0.0 (-0.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       0.0 (-0.0)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    0.0 on           (record 0.0 on 00 Aug 0000)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  0.0 on           (rec 0.0 on 00-00 Aug 0000) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         0 on
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           5 (-1)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           19 on 5th
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.26 on 26th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.72 on 10th
HIGHLIGHTS
Although the heat of July stepped down significantly during August with no extremes of heat and a little cool weather during the second half, this August still was very warm and rather muggy.  Despite three days with lows in the 50s, none was cooler than 56, and on only one day did it fail to reach 80.  And seven days reached at least 90 but none higher than 93.  Rainfall was deficient again but only slightly below the normal range and only one place below the median.  However, August became the seventh of eight months this year so far with subnormal precipitation producing a cumulative deficiency of nearly 11 inches.  August was yet another month of missed downpours as opportunities for substantial rainfall abounded but almost all missed.  Reading 4 SW did collect 1.19 on the 14th from mid morning to shortly past midnight from a few moderate to briefly heavy thunderstorms but was belittled by measurements ranging from 1.29 to 2.27 from several and all reporting sites within 10 km (6.2 miles) of Reading 4 SW.  The 2.27 occurred only 2.5 miles to the NW. 
Summer 2012 will definitely be remembered as one of the hot and dry kind despite many thunderstorms in the area but mostly missed downpours.  Some nearby areas did collect near to slightly above normal rainfall.  Neighborhood lawns not receiving occasional supplemental watering turned brown by July and greened only partially during August.  Summer grass mowing was less than half of usual and to clip only scattered tall spots.  The June-August 2012 precipitation of 9.77 marked a sixth driest summer quarter of 30 at Reading 4 SW, undercut only by 2010 (9.75), 2002 (8.75), 1999 (6.76), 1995 (9.12), and 1983 (7.66).  Each of those precedents was followed by above normal precipitation the balance of the year.  Meanwhile, the 23.28 precipitation total for the year through August marks a new driest first eight months of the last 30 years.  The former driest first eight months of 29 years was 1995 at 24.87.  As for this summer's heat, the June-August average temperature of 75.8 placed fifth hottest of 29 behind 2011 (76.4), 2010 (77.0), 2005 (76.4), and 1999 (75.9) but slightly ahead of 2002 (75.6) for each corresponding three-month summer aggregate.

RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (AUGUST)
Avg Temp 76.0 – 5th hottest (3-way) of 29  (69.7 in 1992 to 77.4 in 2005)
Precip  3.48 –  15th driest of 30          (0.22 in 1995 to 9.16 in 1986)

Snowfall  0.0 - Snow was never observed during August.
