 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading 4 SW; Berks County, PA;   Lat 40.316251, Lon -75.988661, Elev 320 ft MSL

CoCoRaHS ID: PA-BR-2, Reading 3.5 SW                  Observation time: 2359 EST

Observer in Charge: Jeffrey R. Stoudt
Period of Record: Precipitation/Snow - January 1983, Temperatures - June 1984
February 2013     

DAILY DETAILS (monthly extremes in bold)
   TEMPERATURES

DAY MAX MIN OBS  PCPN SNOW DEPTH REMARKS (all times are military EST)
 1   30  20  21   T     T     0  Flurries.
 2   25  16  25  0.12  1.1    1  Light snow after 1400; small flakes.
 3   32  19  25  0.01  0.1    1  Light snow during evening; new coating.
 4   32  21  28         T     0
 5   34  28  32   T     T     T  Slight dusting before dawn; evening flurries.
 6   39  26  26               0
 7   36  22  32
 8   38  32  33  0.23  0.8    1  Sprinkles predawn; daytime rain to wet snow…
 9   33  24  26   T     T     T  …ended as flurries shortly after midnight.
10   44  16  35               T
11   46  33  41  0.42         0  Rain mostly predawn to 0900.
12   45  29  29
13   43  24  34  0.16  0.4    T  Light rain to wet snow during the evening.
14   47  34  38               0
15   56  32  35  0.25  0.1    T  Rain to wet snow after dark ended as flurries…
16   37  30  30   T     T     0  …shortly after midnight.
17   31  22  22  0.01  0.2    T  Flurries midday/aftn; squall ~1445 left coating
18   38  19  29               0
19   43  25  35  0.41   T     0  Rain 1000-1900 mixed w/ snow/sleet around noon.
20   35  24  24   T     T     0  Snow flurry during dawn.
21   36  24  26
22   37  24  35   T              Few raindrops during afternoon.
23   45  34  41  0.12            Occasional light rain and drizzle.
24   45  33  33   T              Drizzle ended wee hours.
25   46  30  30
26   45  26  38  0.27            Periods of mostly light rain from late aftn….
27   51  38  44  0.29            …till late morning.
28   47  36  36   T              Few feeble sprinkles.
29   --  --  --
30   --  --  --
31   --  --  --
SUM 1116 741     2.29  2.7    3
MONTHLY STATISTICS
Average Monthly Temperature (Dep): 33.2 (-0.3)

Average Maximum Temperature (Dep): 39.9 (-2.4)

Average Minimum Temperature (Dep): 26.5 (+1.7)

Extreme Daily High Max Temp (Dep): 56 (-6) on 15th  (record 77 on 24 Feb 1985)
Extreme Daily High Minimum Temp:   38 on 27th       (record 51 on 24 Feb 1985+)
Extreme Daily Low Min Temp (Dep):  16 (+6) on 10th  (record -3 on 06 Feb 1996+)
Extreme Daily Low Maximum Temp:    25 on 2nd        (record 16 on 16 Feb 2003+)
Heating Degree Days (Season):      883 (3557)
Cooling Degree Days (Season):      0 (0)
+ Most recent of more than one occurrence
                                   -- more --

Total Monthly Precipitation (Dep): 2.29 (-0.94)

Total Annual Pcpn through Month:   6.61 (-0.33)

Greatest Calendar Day Pcpn:        0.42 on 11th      (record 2.81  13 Feb 2008)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Pcpn:    0.56 on 26th-27th (rec 3.25  12-13 Feb 2008)
Total Monthly Snowfall (Dep):      2.7 (-7.0)
Total Season Snowfall (Dep):       10.8 (-13.2)
Greatest Calendar Day Snowfall:    1.1 on 2nd       (record 26.0 on 11 Feb 1983)
Greatest Floating 24-Hour Snowfl:  1.1 on 2nd-2nd   (rec 26.0 on 11-11 Feb 1983) 
Maximum Depth of Snow/Ice:         1 on 2nd
Days with Hail:                    0
Days with Thunder (Dep):           0 (-0)
Highest Wind Gust (MPH):           30 on 1st
Maximum Barometric Pressure:       30.43 on 10th
Minimum Barometric Pressure:       29.47 on 27th
HIGHLIGHTS
This February was quite lackluster for a winter month with below normal precipitation and much below normal snowfall.  Rain or snow fell on many days, but all came in small amounts.  Although a few major to historic storms visited the eastern U.S. this February, none hit this area directly.  This February began with harsh cold and episodes of light snow and gave the impression this might be a harsh winter month.  However this cold snap, though harsh, was not extreme with the lowest temperature of only 16 despite four consecutive days which failed to rise above freezing.  But that was to be the coldest as mild temperatures became more prevalent later.  However, the mildness was modest which included a maximum of only 56 on the 15th.  After the initial chill, the persistent mild or moderately cold weather was not quite enough to offset all of the early temperature deficiency.  This February, with its rather narrow extremes of 16/56 was similar to February 2010 which had even narrower extremes of 13/48.  But this is where the similarity with February 2010 stops.  When considering snowfall, it was vastly different with a strong record total of 43.5 verses this February’s paltry 2.7.  And most of this February’s snow was wet and elevation dependent where some nearby higher terrain accrued around 8 inches during the month.
RANKINGS AND EXTREMES FOR THIS MONTH (FEBRUARY)
Avg Temp 33.2 – 13th coldest of 29          (26.7 in 1994 to 40.3 in 1998)
Precip   2.29 – 8th driest of 31            (0.67 in 2009+ to 7.22 in 2008) 
Snowfall  2.7 – 12th least snow of 31       (T in 1998 to 43.5 in 2010)
WINTER 2012-2013 RECAP

Although February averaged in the low-end normal range temperature-wise, statistical (meteorological) winter (calendar months DJF) averaged 2.7 degrees above normal with an average of 36.2, which placed fourth warmest of the last 29.  Only winters 1997-98 (38.3), 2011-12 (38.4), and 2001-02 (38.8) placed warmer and comprise a stand-out trio of anomalously warm winters, averaging more than 2 degrees warmer than this winter of 2012-13.  Temperatures ranged from 10 on 27 January to 70 on 4 December, both of which are several degrees above typical extreme minimum and maximum winter temperatures.  Precipitation totaled 10.35, which is only slightly under the long-term average of 11.20.  Storms which brought at least 1.00 inch of precipitation numbered only two, 1.33 on 20-21 December and 2.47 on 30-31 January, and both contained only a trace of snow.  Winter snowfall totaled only 9.6 inches, well below the average of 23.3.  The greatest single snowfall was 3.4 inches on 29 December, which was also the greatest snow depth.  Grounds were snow covered only briefly for several stretches.  Only nine days had more than a half inch of snow cover.
